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SERMON I. 



2 ChRON. XV. 2. 

l^e Lord is with you^ while ye be with 
Him : and if ye feek Him^ He will 
he found of you : but if ye forfake 
Him^ He will forfake you. 

THESE Words are the Beginning 
of a ferious Admonition,, given :by 
the Dired:ion of Heaven to the Na- 
tion of the JewSy as they returned from ob- 
taining, under the Conduct of j^fa their King, 
one of the greateft Viftories recorded in Scrip- 
ture. Their Condition, after This, might 
have appeared to human Policy a very fecurc 
one : But the Divine Wifdom faw the greateft 
of all Dangers impending over them, that 
which proceeds from forgetting God, and 
abandoning Virtue. And the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon Azariab the Son of Oded^ and 
be went out to meet Afa^ and faid unto him^ 
Hear me^ Afa^ and all Judab and Benjamin : 
The Lord is with yoUy while ye be with Him ; 
and if ye feek Him^ He will be found of you ; 

B 2 but 



4 S E R M ON I. 

but if ye forfake Him^ He will forfake you. 
Now thefe great Truths, of which Heaven 
thought it needful to remind them, at the 
Conclufion of a profperous War, it muft be 
very much more needful that we fhould attend 
to, who fcem to be only at the Beginning of a 
doubtful one. And accordingly we are met 
here, by the Command of Authority, to con- 
fider our Ways, and humble ourfelvcs before 
God for our Sins, as the neceflary Means for 
deriving a Bleffing on our Arms, and refloring 
and perpetuating Peace and Profperity to our 
Country. 

It is a melancholy Confideration, that Crea- 
tures endued with Reafon and Humanity 
fhould ever come to employ Force againft one 
another, and make the dreadful Addition of 
the Miferies of War to the many unavoidable 
Sufferings of Life, But wicked as this is, 
when Paffion and Refentment, Defire of un- 
juft Gain, or Fondnefs of infamous Glory 
prompts to it ; yet when Injuries of perni- 
cious*Confequence are done to a Natioh, and 
perfifted in, and no competent Redrefs can be 
obtained, it becomes then, both neceffary for 
particular Societies, and beneficial to humto 
Society in general, that invaded Rights be 

vjgoroufly 



SERMON I. 5 

vigoroufly afferted by the only Way left. 
When the Sword is drawn for Juftice alone, 
and ever ready to be fheathed as foon as that 
is granted, then Heaven may be appealed to, 
with Hopes of a favourable 5^^/^w^ coming forth 
from his Prefence^ whofe Eyes behold the tijtng 
that is equal *. But if the Aflertors of a righ- 
teous Caufe be in other refpedts a finful Peo- 
ple, it is evidently juft for God, who hath the 
Cognfeance of both thefe things, to regard 
whichfoevcr of them infinite Wifdom fliaU 
dire<5t ; and make even the injurious Party the 
rod of his anger y and the fiaff in the day if his 
indignation •[•, to cors ed:, or deftroy, if their 
Wickednefs deferve it, fuch Nations, as though 
right in their Difputes with their Enemies, 
are wrong at the fame time in Matters more 
important. And how little Terror foever our 
Enemies might give us at firfl: ; yet now we 
muft be fenfible, that we know not in the 
leaft, how foon and how formidably they may 
increafe: but this we know certainly, that 
there is no rejlraint to the Lord^ to punifh, as 
well as tofavey by Many^ or by Few. || Times of 
War therefore add a peculiar Strength to 
thofe Admonitipns, which Reafon and Scrip- 

* Pfal. xvi|. a. t Ifai. x. 5. % i §ftm. xiv. 6. 

B } turc 



6 Sermon L 

ture give us at all times, to confider what our 
State is with regard to Him, wbo doth accord-- 
ing to his Will in the Army of Heaven^ and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth *. Let us 
then all confider now, whether- we have 
Ground of Hope or of Fear from that awful 
Declaration of the Prophet, which you have 
heard read. 

The Lord is with you^ while ye be with Him. 
To be with God, is to preferve in our Minds 
a reverent Senfe of his Being, Prefence, and 
Government ; to keep clofe to his Laws, and 
ftand on his Side againft the oppofite Power of 
Darknefs and Sin. Let lis then think, if there 
be need of Thought to anfwer ; How is the 
Reverence due to the Supreme Being preferved 
among us ? Have we not Perfons who even 
ridicule the Notion of a wife and good Maker 
of all Things ? Have we not thofe, who, if 
they do admit a Creator, do not admit a Moral 
Governor of the World ; or at leaft reprefent 
him fo very defedive in his Adminiftration of 
it, as finally to let bad PerfonS be Gainers by 
their Wickednefs, and good Perfons Lofers by 
their Virtue: rejecting with mirthful Scorn, 
what hath ever been the Hope and Support of 

* Dan. iv. 35. 

wife 
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S E R M O N. I. 7 

wife and good Men, the Belief of that future 

State, in which the vifible Irregularities of the 
j)refent fhall be reftified ? Have we not alfb 

too many) who, profeffing perhaps to believe 
in Natural Religion, yet ipeak of ChrifHanity, 
the great Means by which it is both filpported 
and perfected, not only as a Falfhood, but an 
Impoffibility : Blafpheming that worthy Name^ 
by ntoUch we are called *, and difdaining to re- 
ceive from God himfelf any other Rules, 
either of Faith or Life, than fuch as their own 
Reafbn, direfted by their own Fancy, fhall 
prefcribe to them ? And let us fuppofe, if we 
can, that the Number of fuch, as go thefe 
Lengths deliberately, is upon the whole but 
fmall : yet what fhall we fay of the incon- 
fideratcly guilty ? Are there not Multitudes of 
all Degrees, who feem never once to have 
afked themfelves, whether they believe in 
God or not ? or if they do, whether any Re* 
gard is due to him or none : who flight Reli- 
gion boldly, without imagining they have ever 
examined it : who are perfuadcd of its Truth 
perhaps, fb far as they have any Perfuafion 
about the Matter ; but have no Notion, that 
they are to regulate their Condudt by it : who 

* James ii. 7* 

B 4 poffibly 
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S S E R M O N I. 

poffibly do not quite approve of profane Per- 
fons, but are aftonifhed at pious ones ; and by 
their Indulgence to tlie former, and their very 
great Pronenefs to delpife the latter, pUdnly 
ihew, whether they perceive it themfelves or 
not» which Party they are on the Road to 
join? 

' We have indeed many ftill, who frequent 
Divine Worftiip : but how many of all Ranks, 
and of that Rank particularly, which ought to 
be an Example, and will be one either of 
Good or Bad ; how many that omit this Duty 
entirely, or near it ; and though it be an evi- 
dent Part of the Law of Nature, and an ex* 
prefs Precept of Chriftianity, can yet talk, not 
only of their own negleding it, with much 
Gaiety and Humour, but of other Perfons at- 
tending upon it as Matter of Confcience, widi 
much Raillery. And ftich an Afcendant hath 
this contemptuous kind of Impiety got, that 
there are many Perfons, who fincerely honour 
their Maker in their Hearts, but dare not for 
fear of Derifion iheW it in their Behaviour. 
Let it be thought of a little, v^hat the Ap- 
pearance and ConftruQion of thefe Things is: 
and let thofe who are qualified for it, judge ; 
Is not this the one Nation upon Earth, in 

which 



SERMON. I. 9 

which Regard to God is taught in the greatdl 
Purity, and treated with the greateft Con- 
tempt ? 

But a worfe Symptom yet is, that whilft 
Irreligious Perfons are a(3:ive in the Caufe of 
Infidelity; fome of them with fo felf-deny- 
ing a Bigotry, as to teach it their Servants, 
their very Wives and Children : the Genera- 
lity of fuch, as think themfelves very compe- 
tently religious Perfons, foarce appear to have 
any pradical Impreflions at all made on them 
by thofe Truths, which they acknowledge for 
the Law of their Lives. They forget, it may 
be feared, almoft totally, the Exercife of 
private Piety ; and behave in regard to pub- 
lick Devotion mih a Negligence, whkh they 
would think highly indecent towards their 
earthly Superiors: allow themfelves in fuch 
Levity of Speech on the moft ferious Sub- 
jefts, as would fcarce be juftifiable in fome of 
the moft trifling ones ; form their Conduct 
avowedly on Principles, that have no Tin<Sure 
in them of the Faith, which they profefs ; and 
in effed declare tbenrfelves to think pf nothing 
but this World, whilft yet they are really per- 
fuaded of another to come. To this it muft 
be added, that' very manj^, who not only be- 
lieve. 
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lieve, but are influenced by their Belief in 
other Relped:s, inftead of conf effing their Lord 
and Majier before Men^ as he hath moft fo* 
lemnly commanded them *> are filent and in- 
different, whilft he is denied, or difregarded 
ever fo much : and feem aihamed of a Caufe 
they ought to glory in : by which means they 
give bad Perfbns a Colour for pretending, that 
few or none are Chri|lians in earncftj and 
take away from fuch, as are well-difpofed, the 
Encouragement of feeing how great a Num- 
ber yet remains^ For, God be thanked, they 
are ftill no fmall Number, who continue after 
all bearing Teftimony to the Goi^el of Chrift. 
But of how many Sins againft it, not a few 
even of thefe are guilty at the iame Time, by 
deviating from the Form of found Words -f-, by 
unwarrantable Divifions, and uncharitable Ani- 
mofities; it is a great deal better that they 
fhould confider, than that others (hould fay : 
only thus much cannot but be faid, that thefe 
Things add a peculiar Gloom to the View, 
which we are taking. 

Religion, it muft be owned, hath never 
been pradifed any- where, as it ought. . But 

♦ Matth. X. 32. Mark viii. 38, Luke ix. %6. 
f % Tim; i. 13. 

have 



SERMON I. II 

have not both the Pradice and Pfofeffion of it 
decayed moft remarkably, in this Nation* 
within the Compafs of but a few Years ? Is 
not the Pro^eft before us, that of its decline- 
ing yet mnch lower in the Generation that is 
coming on ? And what do \Ve imagine tliis 
will end in ? If God is, it muft be a Matter 
of ill Defert, either wilfully or thoughtlefly to 
treat Him, as if He were not. If he hath 
given a Revelation of his Will to Mankind, it 
cannot be innocent to negledt it, as if he had 
given none. And if he is the righteous Go- 
vernor of the World, He will fupport his Go- 
vernment by punifhing where Guilt appears. 
If the Guilt be National, it muft be expeifled 
the Punifliment will be fo too. And though it 
were not, yet amidft the innumerable Con- 
nexions of Things, one Part of a Society can- 
not fufFer, but the Whole muft partake. 

What Judgments in particular God will 
execute at any time on impious Nations, we 
cannot fay. All Nature is in his Power : and ( 
they, who offend, have every thing to fcan ' 
But one fure Method of Correction, (a very 
merciful Method, as the lower Degrees of it give 
Warning of the higher, but a dreadful one in- 
^ deed. 
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deed, if diat Warning be not taken) is by 
appointing die natural Confequences of every 
Sin to Ije Part of its Reward. The Confe- 
quences of Irreligion then what are they, and 
what muft they be, on every Community? 
True Piety cannot induce Men to injure their 
Country ; and comprehends peculiar Induce- 
ments to ferve it, of the greateft Force. But 
in Times of public Danger efpecially. Belief 
of Religion gives a Spirit, and Defence of 
Religion a Motive for exerting it, which Con- 
fiderations of a lower Nature will never equal. 
For what is there, that can equal the Exhorta- 
tion, Be of good Courage^ and let us behave ow-* 
f elves valiantly for our People and for the Cities 
of our God : and let the Lord do that which is 
good in bis Sight *• Fear noty neither be dis- 
mayed: for the Battle is not yours y but 
God'sf. Whereas, if fome through Infidelity 
have no Hope in him, and others through 
Wickednefs have only Fear of him, fo far as 
thefe Ways of Thinlyug can influence, fill 
Hands will be foeble^ and every Heart "mitt 
meltX. 

* I Chron. xix. 13. f ^ Chron. xx. 15* 

'X I&i. xiii. 7. 

But^ 
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But, indeed, the Belief of ajuft and good Be- 
ing> who fees and will reward, is at all times 
the great Support under the Sufferings of Life> 
the great Incitement to every thing worthy, 
the great Reftraint from every thing bafe. 
Human Weaknefs evidently wants thefe 
things : and there is nothing elfe, that can 
always furnifh them. The virtuous piftates 
of their own Minds will have little Influence 
comparatively on moil Men, when they are 
confidered no longer as the Voice of God 
ipeaking inwardly to them. And the Penal- 
ties of' human Laws, without thofe of the 
divine Law fuperadded, will often be evaded, 
and not feldom , defperatcly braved. For if 
once Men think there is nothing beyond Death, 
they will foon come to think there is nothing 
in it, which ought to with-hold them from 
preferring a fhort Life ipent as they like, to a 
long one fpent otherwife. Feeling themfelvc^ 
free from the Terrors of Religion, they will 
fly out into Profligatenefs, merely to fbcw 
they are free : And it will be Encouragement 
enough to them, to purfuc every Appetite, 
Paflion, and Fancy, without Refervc; that 
whatever Inconveniences ipay happen to arifc 

from 



14 S E R M O N L 

from it, one Moment can deliver them fropi 
air at once, whenever they pleafe. Hov^ 
then will they adl in the numberlefs Cafes, to 
which the Power of the Magiftratc either can- 
not or is not likely to reach at all, or but im- 
perfeftly at beft ? How, for Inftance, wilf the 
Properties and even the Lives of Men be fe- 
cured, when Perjury is no longer dreaded ? 
A Confideration of peculiar Weight in this 
Country : where, with amazing Inconfiftence, 
we are multiplying Oaths, as if we could de- 
pend upon them for every thing -, and flight- 
ing the Care of Religion, which alone can 
give us Caufe to depend on them for any 
thing- But in general, What or Whom 
can we poflibly hope Mankind will regard to - 
any conftant good Purpofe, if they will not 
regard God : And how can we pretend to re- 
gard him, whilft we go on as we do ? Nor 
let it be thought, that the Belief of a future 
Recompence is necefTary to the lower Part of 
the World alone: though if it were, they 
will never preferve it long, when they fee 
their Superiors have it not. But the higher 
Mens Station, and the greater their Power is., 
the more is the Importance^ both to others 

and 
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afid ' themfelves, thiat they be ftrongly in- 
fluenced to do Good and not EvH, by this 
only Motive (hat can never be outweighed. 

It is very true, neither Irreligious Perfons 
are always ifo bad, nor Religious ones always 
fo good, as their Notions lead them to be : 
But ftiU every Way of Thinking produces, 
more or lefs, its natural EfFedts. The deeper 
Root Religion takes, the more Benefit will 
fpring from it; and the wider Irreligion 
^reads, the more Mifchief it will bring forth. 
At prefent it muft endeavour to appear as 
harmlefs as it can, to recommend itfelf : and 
ibme degree of the good old Impreflions will 
remain, aijd have Influence for a time, even 
fti thofe who have done their befl: to wear 
them out. But when Profanenefs fhall once 
have attained its Maturity, then it will be felt, 
if Men are refolved not to fee it before. Which 
were in the right : the weak and credulous 
Creatures, who contended for honouring 
God : or the Perfons of fuperior Knowledge 
and Freedom of Thought, who fcorned and 
forfook him, 

But we muft remember, our Maker is for- 
i^ken, Vfhcn Virtue, the Law He hath given to 

Mankind, 
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Mankind, is tranfgrcffed ; as well as when 
his Worihip is defertcd, or hfe Being denied! 
Let it then be a Second Article of Inquiry, 
What our Condition is in this re!pe<5t 

The Confequence appears a very plain one, 
that when Religion decays. Morals muft- 
However let us look into Fadl. In fpeaking 
of Virtues and Vices relating to the Public, no 
Matters of Controverly ought ib much as to 
be hinted at in this Place : a Place to be kept 
iacredly feparate from the Contefts of Parties ; 
and only employed, when Occafion requires, 
to call on every Party alike, as in the Name 
of God, to confider their Doings. Where 
Divifions and mutual Accufations run fo 
dreadfully high, there muft be great Faults on 
one Side or other; 'tis well, if not on alN 
And all fliould confider very ferioufly, what 
they are aiming at, and by what Means; 
what they are rifquing, and to what good End* 
But That above the reft (hould be coniidered, 
which it may be feared is often thought of 
leaft, what muft become, whilft each Side is 
Supporting itfelf by the Methods too common, 
what muft become of the Virtue and Inte- 
grity of this People, the moft important Part 

of 
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of all they have to be concerned for. Every^ 
'Other fort of Lois Nations have oftenrccovered, 
and rifen again from the loweft Ebb: but 
Lofs of Probity and Principle, this aifefts the 
Vitals of .Society : and whatever accident^ 
Advantages may feem to arife from it in any 
Cafe fgr a time ; if the Diftemper grows, and 
it is the hardeft in the World to flop, its Con- 
clufion muft be fatal. And let it not be ob- 
jedte^, that Countries of very little Virtue and 
public Spirit have flourifhed notwithftanding. 
For how have they flourifhed ? In a State of 
Freedom ? No. Outward Profperity hath been 
joined with domeftic Oppreflion : or if Inter*- 
vals of Eafe have been felt ; they have always 
been precarious, and generally fhort. 

Impartial Reflexions on thefe Matters will 
fhew us very clearly the Guilt and the Danger 
of our Sins with relpedt to the Public. But 
we fhall fee both in a yet ftronger Light, if we 
refleift farther, How very little Zeal we cxprefs, 
in. the midfl: of all our Vehemence about 
diiputed Points, for the Promotion of Things 
indilputably right. Propofals . for Reformation 
are treated in the grofs, as mere Chimeras : • 
mighty little Harm apprehended from the moft [ 
flagrant Immoralities, but dreadful ill Confe- ! 

C querices 
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querices to Liberty from rcftraining thcttit 
Laws treated with Contempt by thofe who 
fhould obey them', and this connived at by, 
thofe who ihould execute them ; ftill every 
one complaining immoderately of others, for 
what no one will himfelf contribute to 
amend. 

But indeed public V\r\txt, though it were 
genuine, will never be confiftent and univerfiil, 
while private Vices are indulged. And to 
what a deplorable Degree thefe abound amongft 
us^ needs not be faid, how much foever it 
needs to be thought of. The Intemperance, 
the promifcuous Lewdnefs, the Want of In* 
duftry and Frugality, the Difregard to Autho- 
ritya nd Order, the Profligateftefs of all kinds> 
that hath ' overfpread in a moft unconunon 
manner the lower Part of the People, every 
body fees. And would but fome of higher 
Condition refled, how much they have funk 
themfelves to a' Level with their Inferiors, in 
fome of the worft of their Qualities 5 and in- 
deed contributed to make many of them fb bad 
as they are, and themfelves defpifed by them 
at the fame time 5 it might be hoped the Con- 
fideration would be ufeful. But Hot to fay 
more of thefe : The Faults of too many, 

3 who 
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\vho arc accounted, and are in comparifbn^ 
t decent and regular Perfons ^ their improvident 
Expenfivenefs, pernicious many ways; their 
Living to Amufements and Plcafures dnly^ and 
overlooking the moft* ferious Obligations of 
Life ; forgetting the Infpedion of their own 
Condu(f!t, their Families and Afiairs; negledl* 
ing their very Children, at leaft in the import- 
ant Point of their Religion and Morals: 
Thefe are fad Inftances of perfonal Guik, 
and make a great Addition to the national 
Danger, 

But when to the aboVe*-mentioned £pide-> 
liiical Sins, every one hath ^added, after exa-* 
mining himfelf faithfully, the fepdrate Tranf* 
grefHons of his own Life, and the inward 
Plague^ which he hath permitted to ih£sdt bis 
own heart * ; unknown perhaps to Men, but 
naked and open to Him, with whom we htave to 
do'f : then we fliall have no Doubt left, whe- 
ther the total Amount he not abundantly fufB- 
cicnt to juftify Heaven, in whatev^ , J^dg* 
ments it riiay inflict on Us and our Country. 
And if, for Inftanc^, by our Contempt of true 
Religion, we fhould open a Way for Popiih 

♦ I Kings viii, 38. f Hcb. iv. 13. 
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Superflition to overfpread us, afer a fhort pre- 
paratory Reign of atheiftical Diflblutenefs 5 if 
our Abufes on all Hands of the Bleflings of a 
Free Government fhould introduce upon us a 
Slavery of our own creating; if the finful 
Excefles, that we have fufFered Wealth and 
Plenty to lead us into, fliould bring on us, as 
they naturally do, Poverty and Diftrefa j and 
our domeftic Enmities deliver us up to our 
common Adverfary : who Jhall have pity upon 
thecy O Jerufalemj or who Jhall bemoan thee j or 
who Jhall go qfide to ajk of thy Peace * ? 

The common Anfwer to all Reprefentations 
of this Sort, is. That the World hath always 
been bad ; and therefore we have no peculiar 
Reafon to fear. But if it hath been always a 
Place of Wickednefs, it hath always been a 
Place of Mifery too, by means of that Wick- 
cdneft. Continual Efforts have been ever ne- 
ceflary to keep both from increafing. And we, 
whom God hath treated with, fuch diftinguifh- 
ing Mercy, will not ufe thefe Efforts, but 
abandon ourfelves to Sin j as he doth think 
fit to make ibme Examples of his Juilice 

* Jcr. XV. 5. 

from 
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s 

from time to time, what fitter Example he 
can make, is hard to lay. 

Perfons however will flatter themfclves, 
that thefe, at the worft, are Dangers of very 
diftant Times, And every fingle Sinner in the 
World flatters hinifelf in jufl the fame Man- 
ner. Yet the Confequences of their Sins do 
overtake Men, and may overtake Nations too, 
with furprizing Suddennefs. And the Sen- 
tence, recorded in Scripture, is perfectly juft : 
They oftheHoufe of Ifrael fay^ The Vifion that 
hefeeth is for many Days to come ; and he pro- 
phefieth of Times that are far off. Therefore 
Jhall none of my Words he prolonged any more : 
but the Word which I have Jpoken Jhall be done^ 
faith the Lord God *. And they Jhall know^ that I 
am the Lord\ and have not [aid in vain, that I 
would do this Evil unto them -f-. 

Other Perfons there are, who acknowledge 
the Profpeft to be bad, and Evil perhaps im- 
pending : But the only wife Part in their Opi- 
nion is, to let Matters go as they will, and en- 
joy themfelves as long as they can : Why 
fhould they be uneaiy before the Time 
comes ? Now if it were certain, that nothing 

*Ezek. xii. 27, 28. f ^ek. vi. 10. 
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could do good, this might be reafonablc in at 
worldly View of Things : but Where every 
one may contribute, both by amending himfelf 
and awakening others, to prevent Ruin j there? 
to be indolent, is as contrary to .Humanity, as 
it is to Religion. And therefore the Word 
of God hath taken feyere notice of it, as $ great 
Crime. JTe bavefeen the Breaches of the City of 
Davidy that they are many : — Aid in that Day 
did the Lord GodofHoJis call to Weepings and to 
Mournings and to girding with Sa^k-cloth : and 
^ehold Joy and Gladnefsy eating Fle[b and drink-^ 
ing Wine : Let us eat and drink^ for to-morrow 
we die. And it was revealed in mine Ears by 
the Lord of Hojis : Surely this Iniquity Jhall not 
be purged from yoU:f till ye die^ ffitb the Lord 
God of Hop*. 

But even they, who are coiicerned for the 
Public, may yet exprefs that Concern in a very 
faulty Way. Many feenj to think they have 
fully done their Duty, as foon as they have 
been angry at thofe, whom they apprehend 
to have any way occafioned what is amifs ; 
angry, perhaps at the wrong Perfons, perhaps ii^ 

» Ifa. X3ui. 9, 1 2, 13,14. 

?i wrong 
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t wrong Manner : fuch as only tends to m".- 
creafe Guilt, and haften Mifchief. 

The firft Complaint, generally fpeaking, . is 
of thofc in Authority, And undoubtedly the 
People have ^ Right to complain, whenever • 
the common Concern is adminiftred ilL But 
then it (hould be confidered, that we may, 
through Ignorance or Prejudice, expedt from 
Authority, either whit it cannot do, or what 
is not fit to be done : we may expedt more than 
is reaibpable to expert from Men like ourfelve^s 
though it be fit : and even fuppofing them very • 
much to blattie, we may condudt ourfelves 
upon it fb as to be equally or yet more to 
blame. Wfint of Reverence to Laws and Su- 
periors is one of our great Evils : and all Oppor 
fidon to whatever is thought wrong, fhould b« 
accompanied with the ftridtefl Care not to' 
augment this EviL But our Duty requires us 
peculiarly to beware of raifing Domeftic.Un^ 
fiafinefles too higb> when a foreign Ecnmy may 
take Advantage of 'theixi : and at all Times it 
'requires us, to preferve nioft rcligioufly the 
Loyalty and Honour due to the fupreme 
Power: efpecially now, when our psefent 
Eftabliihmeat is our only human Hope o£ 

C 4 . having 
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hsLVing all that is valuable to us fecured to our- 
fclves, and tranfmitted to our Pofterity. 

. Next to the Rulers of a Nation, its Inftruc- 
tors are ufually the great Objedt of Cenfure : 
and we acknowledge there is Caufe. We have 
not been fo ferious and religious, fo zealous 
and diligent, fo difinterefted and humble, fo 
mild and charitable, as we ought. The Pub- 
lic muft have fuffered by this : we have fuf- 
fered by it ourfelves : and, unlefs we repent, 
we have ground to expert a yet fuller Execu- 
tion, than we have experienced already,, of 
what Heaven inflidted on our Predeceflbrs in 
the y^wi/h Nation : Therefore have I alfo made 
you contemptible andhafe before all the People^ ac-- 
cording as ye have not kept my Wajfs *. Yet wc 
cannot but hope, that a very confiderable Part 
of the Accufations brought againft us, would 

' appear, upon Enquiry, to be without Founda- 
tion. But however that be, we muft remind 
you, that Our Faults will be no Excufe for 
Your Tranigreflions : and we earneftly beg, 
that they who complain we do not the Good 

.we ought, would at leaft not hinder, but give 
us Opportunity, and affift us rather, to do both 
Others and Themfelves the Good we would. 

<^Mal. ii. p. 

But 
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But even they, who proceed from Com- 
plaints to Endeavours of amending Things, 
will fail unhappily of their End, if they truft to 
worldly Methods alone, and leave Religion and 
Virtue, the great Support and Cement of hu- ' 
man Society, out of their Schemes. This will 
be merely palliating for a little while : and do- 
ing what the Scripture, in perfed Conformity 
with plain Reafon, hath long ago condemnec^ 
as doing nothing. Becaufe they havefiduced my 
People^ faying^ Peace ^ and there was no Peaces * *^ ' 
and one built up a Wall^ and others daubed it 
with untempered morter : Therefore, thus faitb 
the tiord God^ I will rend it with afiormy Wind^ 
and bring it down to the Ground, Jo that the 
Foundations thereoj jhall be difcovered : and if 
foall /ally and ye Jhall be confumed itithe mi^ - • 
thereof, and ye jhall know that lam the Lord** 
Indeed every Page of the prophetical Writing* 
recommends itfelf greatly to thinking Perfons, 
by the moft forcible and convincing Expret- 
fions of the utter Inefficacy of every Expe- 
dient for public Good, that is not accompa- 
nied with true Virtue and true Piety. 

•Thefe, therefore, it is our moil important 
Intereft to reftore and promote : to reprefent 

♦Ezek.xiii. 10-— 14. 

with 
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ynA Eamcflnefs, and yet with Mildncfi, to 
fuch as are deficient in either, how wrong in 
itfelf, and how hurtjful to the World, their 
Condud: is ; and to be zealous in doing our 
own Duty, whether They wU attend to theirs 
« not t Perfons of Rank and Influence, by 
fetting an Example worthy of Imitation, and 
fhewing different Regards to the Good aqd 
the Bad j Perfons intruded with public Power, 
by behaving in their feveral Stations uprightly ; 
Parents and Mailers, 1^ the prudent Exercife 
d their private Authority ; and every one, at 
ieaft, by reforming himfelf. This, if it da 
liothing fardxer, will be fecuring his own Hap^ 
l^iifefs : ind the more fingle Reformations there 
j^e7*the nearer will be our Approach to aq 
Univerfal one. We are called indeed perpe^ 
tuaHy to Repentance : but the j^efent Na- 
tional Call^ if it be not hearkened to, will much 
' aggravate the Guilt, not only of the profane 
E)eipijfers of it, but thofe alfo, whofe Compli- 
*ance with it is nowely external j who dare to 
^pprdXch the Searcher of Hearts, and mock 
him by faying to bim, without Sincerity, fuch 
Things as we have joined in faying diis Dayj» 

On the Times appointed few* Confeffion of 
Sins, it hath always been a Rule, as the Word of 

God 
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God plainly ihews, for Perfons to abftaln iij a 
confiderablc Degree from their ufual Food ; ^ 
not as thinking it a Duty of any Value in itfelf^ 
for that were a fuperftitious Imagination ; and 
pothing can be more exprefs againft every Su- 
perftitiop, than Scripture is : but partly to mak^ 
(in Acknowledgment of more than ordinary 
Solemnity, by their Aftions as well as Words^- 
of their Unworthinel^s to partake of the com-^' 
jnon Bleifings of Heaven ; and chiefly to ipend 
thofe Hours in Huqiility of Spirit, and cool 
]R.eflcxion for their future Good, which thq^ 
have fpent too frequently in dangerous Levi- 
ties, or finful Indulgences, It is not then th(^ 
Abftinence, it is not the outward Humiliation,, 
nor even the real Sejrioufnefs of a Daj^ wljidf 
God requires of us ; but that thef? Things be 
jpade fubfervient to our lafting Benefit : 4hat 
preferving on our Minds the ' Impreflion of 
what we have faid and heard here, we go 
home and * retire into purfelves ; think over ♦ 
our feveral Duties, public and private, with 
reiped: to* our Maker, our-Fellow-cre^ures,* 
and the Regulation of our o\yn Hearts ; an4, 
after renewing our Applications for Pardon^. • 
jind Grace, fet rigjlt, without Delay, whatever 
h^th been wrong : that we ibrqi Refolutions 
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. to think often of our own Condud, to follow 
fteadily the moft effciSual Methods for pre- 
ferving it fuch as we ought, and not to fufFer 
the Opinions and Cuftoms of an inconfideratc 
World, to wear out of our Minds the Regard 
we owe to the Author and End of our Beings. 
, But befides thefe Obligations, there is yet 
another, which particulvly deferves our At- 
tention at this Time ; that when we afk Mercy 
of God, we fhew it to Man. And accordingly 
the Scripture joins clofely together Failing and 
giving Alms ; which therefore we (hould join 
too, each according to his Ability : but always 
remembering, that no one Part of our Duty 
whatever will be accepted as an Equivalent for 
tranfgrefjing any other ; but we muft break off 
eur Sins by Right eoufiiefsy as well as our Imqui-- 
ties byjhewing J\fTercy to the Poor *, if ever we 
cxpeft that our Charity (hould avail towards 
procuring our Pardon. 

And now would we but employ the prefent 
Spfemnity, in determining confciejitioufly to 
pj- adtife thefe Things : befides the good Fruits, 
it could not fail to produce in each of us fingly j 
we might hope, on very juft Grounds, to cxpe- 

* Dan. iv. 27. 

riencft 
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rience nationally the fame happy EfFcAs-of rt^ 
which we read the Jews did, from making the 
fame Determination, upon hearing the Admo- 
nition of the Text. They^ gathered themfehes 
together^ and they entered into a Covenant ta 
feek the Lord God of their Fathers. And they 
Jware unto him with a loud Voice : And nil 
yudab rejoiced at the Oath. For they hadfworn 
with all their Hmrty and fought him with theip^ 
whole Defrcy and he was found of them : And 
the Lord gave them Reft round about *. 

* 2 Chron.xv, 10. 12, 14,15^ 
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< 

tiumhle your/elves therefore under the 
mighty Hand of Gody that he may 
exalt you in due ^jttm^k 

HUMILITY of Heart and Behaviour 
. is a Duty, fo deeply founded in the 
Niture of Man, that though We kriew 
of no Flower above us, we ought yet to think 
modeftly of oUrfelves, from a Confcioufnefs of 
our Infirmities ; and pay a ihutual Deference 
one to another, in proportion to the different 
Pre-eniinences, be they ever fo fmall, by which 
we are feverilly diAinguifhed. iBut the kaft 
Appreheniion of a perfeft Being fuperintend- 
ing us, niufi furely magnify beyond Expreffion 
the Senfe, how very imperfedt we are : and 
convince us, that the utmoft Reverence^ of 
which we are capable, towards fuch a one, 
if fuch a one there be, vvlll fall vaftly fliort 
of what we owe. Now the Exigence of a 

D powerful 
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powerful and wife> a juft and good. Ruler of 
all, is at firft Sight a poffible Thing. And 
were we fure of no more, die Notion is &> , 
refpeftable in itfelf, fo beneficial to human So-<i 
ciety, and fo peculiarly comfortable to every 
honeft Mind, that pafling it over with a fcorn- 
ful Negleft, inftead of attending to it ferioufly, 
would be a Haughtirtefs of Spirit, blamewor- 
thy and fhocking to a great Degree. But the 
Reality of this Notion is undeniably proved, 
by the plaineft Obfervations on ■ every Part o£ 
the Univerfe, and the ftrifteft Inquiries intt> 
its general Coftffitution : by the natural Pre-^ 
pofleffions of common Men, the acuteft Rea- 
fonings of fpeculative Men, and the moft uni- 
verfal Confent, that ever any invifible Truth 
obtained, of all Men. Yet farther^ to leave no 
Plea for Ignorance of it, or of its Confequences, 
the Creator hath, made himfelf known to his 
Creatures by exprefs- Revelatiopi : and declared^ 
what he is, what he expeds from them, what 
he hath decreed concerning them. How mon- 
ftrous a Difpofition of Soul muft it be then, 
that can pride itfelf in Handing out againft fuch , 
Evidence of fuch a Ejoftrine : can take upon 
it to cenfure the Works of the Almighty^ with- 
out underftaftding a fingle Part of them tho- 
roughly i- 
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iSlignly j can triiimj^ m the Thought of an 

tongoverned and fathertefs World, of Wicked- 

hefs uhpuhi(hed, and Virtiie unrewardied -, and 

hoid thofe in utteir Contempt^ who entertain 

Utterllopes! 

Our Nation dnbrds, t fear> liobre than a few 

Peribtts, gtiiUy even of fuch Pride againft Godi 

as this. But it affords Multitudes of a Sort» if 

poflibi^i yet more unaoeountabk ; who believe 

in him, and flight him. Acknowledging a 

Sovereign Lord of tbe Worid^ without ftinding 

in Awe of him, is doUbtkfs i mofk aftonifhing 

Inconfiftettcy : and yet I conceive it will ap+ 

pear, ojrt Inquiry, the main Source of thofe 

great and many Siris^ for which we arc mei 

here to exprefs our Concern; Now if this be 

bur Cafe, a littK Reflexion will fhew it to be 

iEi very dangerous one : and the ApofUe hath 

pointed out the only Cure, that fince, as the 

pfeJcedifag Verfe teaches^ Godre/ifieth the Pfoud^ 

and pveth Grace fd the Humble^ we fhould 

humble curfdves unfeignedly under his mighty 

Handy Which hath been, and is, in feveral 

refpeds, heavy oh us > that fb, inflead of de- 

prefling us lower IHU, he may exalt us again 

in due "Time. 
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There are not many comparatively, but in 
their cooler Hours at leafl:, believe the AuthOT 
of Nature to be alfo die wife and juft Lawgiver 
and Ruler of Mankinds Nay, lamentable as 
the Apoftacy of our Days hath been, the Ge-«- 
nerality ftiU entertain a Perfuafion, grounded 
en the firmeft Proofs, that he hath notified the 
Conditions of eternal Felicity by Jefus Chrift* 
But, having this Knowledge of God^ do they 
glorify him as God ^? Do they pay any Ho- 
mage to him, do they cultivate any Regard for 
him ? Do they confider him as the Giver of 
all Good, to whom their Thanks arc due for 
every thing they enjoys as the Judge of die 
whole Earth, who fhall reward every one ac- 
cording to his Works ? Will they, in Obedi- 
ence to that Reafon, which he hath beftowed 
on them, refift their vicious Appetites and 
Paffions : will they oa the Authority of that 
Revelation^ which he hath fuperadded, receive 
any thing, but what they can fee of them- 
felv6s to be trues or do anything, but what 
they can fee of themfelves to be requifite ? 
Is it not indeed their ftated Pradice to fet their 
own Inclinations and Fancies above all his 

A 

Aflertions and Laws : difdaining to mind what 

* Rom, i. 21, 

is 
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is right or wrong, even when it relates to this 
Life ; and much more, to be fwayed by the 
Tendencies, which Doftrines or Precepts may 
have, to fit them for the Happinefs of another ? 
Nay, fuch as imagine themfelves perhaps 
very fteady Believers, and Efficiently good 
Chriftians, do not many of them, though lefi 
-profeflcfily, and without diftindtly feeing it, yet 
almoftas efFedtually, make their Choice juft as 
they like, in what Things their Chriftianity 
-ihall confift ; and what they will go on to 
ihink or pradkife, however plainly forbidden in 
any one's Judgment, but their own. Are they 
at all willing to feek, with ferious Humility^ 
what theGofpei teaches ? Are they withheld 
from any Sin which it forbids, merely by the 
Fear of their Lord and Matter ? do they per- 
form any Duty, whkh it enjoins, merely from 
-Love to their Redeemer .^ Try them but in 
one Point. * The facred Writings have repeat- 
edly direifted a regular Attendance on public 
Worlhip and Inftrudion. Yet they ne^edt it 
perpetually, onPretences, for which they would 
negled: fcarce any one Thing befides : when 
they condefcend to com®, they would ufually 
be underftood to do it as Matter of Prudence, 
or Propriety, aod Compliance with Guftoni ; 

P 5 butj 
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but by no means of 'Obedience to God. An4 
in general, they fufajftitute the Fafhions -an^ 
Ufages of what they call the Wcwrld, that is^ 
of the i?erfons vi^th whoni they are pleafed;^ 
and whom they 4efire tp ple^ie, in the Place 
of the Divine Commands. This wretched 
Rule they follow againft thdr Confciences 
firft : to this by degrees they bend their Cont 
fciences afterwards : and when, once they have 
accompliflied that, they will not refle^S:, they 
will not hearken, they will not hear the Men* 
tion of an Argunient or a Hint to the con^ 
trary j but exclaijn againft it as abfurd, before 
it can well be brought out y let Reafon w 
Scripture fay what they will : till at laft, not 
even yet renouncing their Faith, they have 
hardly a fingle good Impreflion from it left : 
no Gratitude tp God, no Hope in him, nq 
Pread of him ; no Thought of themielves iti 
carneft, as his Creatures j nor any Recollec- 
tion, how profligate a. Treatment this is of our 
Maker, of pur Saviour, of the holy Spirit of 
Grace. We do not know, I believe, nor 
fulpedl very often, ho\y inconfiderable God is 
become in our Eyes, and how near Advances 
we have made to what is in EfFe(5l mere 
Atheifm. But we have cheated ourfelves with 

piiguifes, 
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JW%uifes, and (hifted between Religion and 
Irreligion, till we have no Perception where- 
about we are. And it is high Time for us to 
fix once for all, which we will ftand to. . For 
if the Almighty deferves any Regard, he de- 
ferves a moft dutiful and univerfal one. Will 
we therefore pay him diat, or will we avow 
paying him none ? 

But were many of us, whofe Appearance 
^s more decent, to be e^tamined, what there is 
in in us beyond Appearance ; were many, 
who have fome inward Reftraints and pious 
Feelings, queftioned how far they extend ; ' 
and if there be hot mixed with them, a much 

■ • * • • • 

kis indeed, but ftill a very criminal Negled: 
and Contempt of the fupreme Being j what 
do we think the Refult would be ? Were fuch 
to be afked, how often they pray to him in 
private, or whether they remember perhaps, 
when they did fo laft; with what Attention 
they pray at fuch Times, or whether hurrying 
over a Set of unmeaning Words contents 
themj what Care they take in his Houfe, 
that their Hearts join in the Things they fay> 
or improve by thofe they hear ; how oftea 
^ey meditate, as in the Prefence of God, on 
their Puty, and their Condition with regard to 

X> 4, ^nothei: 



I / 



40 S fi R M O U IL 

another Life; whether in Truth they almoft 
ever think of a future State, as their (principal 
Concern, or have not inwardly chofen their 
Portion here ;. whether they indulge no feeret 

* Jnimorality, are chargeable with no It^uftice 
or Unmercifulnefs 3 what Expreffion, or what 
Tin<5hire, ^Jhtere is in their common Convcrfa- 
tion and Behaviour of a Chriftian Spirit 5 what 

' Zeal they have, what Expences they are at,' 
what Methods they encourage, what Pains 
they take, for promoting the prefeot and eter- 
nal Welfare of their Fellow Creatures : how 
muft they anfwer ? Nobody hath a Right, it 
may be, to put fbch Queftions to you : but 
furely they are very important ones for you to 
put to yourfelves. And for God*s fake do it : 
and prefs your Souls home to make an honeft 
Reply. For if Religion be any thing, thefe 
are moft material Things. Do you then find, 
that you have hitherto been, in relation to 
them, fuch Perfons as you ought ? And if not, 
do you experience a proportionable Concern 
fpr your Failures ? Are you even now fefolved 
to become fuch ? And will you remember and 
keep to what you refolve : or run away from 
your Convictions to the firft Employment or 
Amufemcnt you can hope to lofe them in, or 

howeyei: 
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however fufFer them to wear out for want of 
being renewed; fo, after a while, negleA 
your Maker and his Laws as much as ever ; 
-and poffibiy defpife yourfelves for having once, 
in a fort of a Fright, thought to do otherwife ? 
If you relapfe fo far, your Cafe will be a very 
dangerous, God grant it be not a defperate 
one. 

Yet amongft all thefe blameable Sorts of 
Perfons, there arc many perhaps not ill-dit- 
'pofcd, were they left to follow their own 
Judgments quietly^ towards becoming fincere- 
ly and throughout religious. But the World 
would wonder at them,, their Acquaintance 
would ridicule them : and that t^tey cannot 
bear. But which is your God then ? JThc 
World, or the Maker of it ? And which is it 
fitter you fhould humble yourfelves under ? 
Tlic rightful Authority of the greateft and beft 
of Beings > or the ufurped Tyranny of a few 
vain Mortals, whofe Friendihip means you no 
Good, and whofe Enmity can do you no 
Harm ? But lb it is : we are cowardly one to 
another, and brave only againft Hinij wb$ 
kath Power to cafi into Hell^. 



♦ Lute xii. 5, 

Even 
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Evm !the loweft Part of Mankind j the^ 
olio now have learnt. frpm their Superiors to 
Jift themielves up in Defiance of the Moil 
££dbi : to plead openly and boldly for Gradfi* 
cations^ exprefly prohibited by his Command'o 

Inents; tp prefer dicir Diverfions or dieir Idler 
uefs before his Worihip ; fome of them to 
^t in^ and others to furround the Seat of the 
Scomer^. For poor Wretches, that know 
npdiing elfe, imagine they know enough how* 
ever to be above Inftruftion in their Duty, tn^ 
contemn God's Word, and fcofF at his 
Minifters. 

Such is the Condition, and J appeal to the 
Obfervation of you all, alas! to the Confciencefi^ 
of too many of you, if it bje not daily more 
and more, if it be notj I had almoft faid, unir 
verfally, the Condition of the People of thfe 
Xrand, efpecially this City. Helpy Lord : for 
the godly Man ceafetby for the faithful fail 
from atnong the Children of Men ^f*. 

But how great and general foever our 
Tranfgreflions have been ; it will be alleged^ 
that they cannot have ^rifen frcwtn a Principle J(b 
vefy jQiocking as Pride34irc^cd againft the Au- 

* Pfkl. L I.' t Pfal.xii. I. 

thQ^r 
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i(|idr of our B^^ings, but from inconfiderate In« 
dulgence qf Ipfs }ieinous, though ftill blame* 
worthy Difpofiliops. But wpre there, and O 
that there werp, m^K^h more room for this 
i^lea than there is, yet bare Incoofiderateneis 
and Forgetfulnefs of God is, in no finail Dc*? 
^ree. Contempt of him. However, Ibmc 
Offenders have not adventured on fo diredi Im-r 
|)iefcy as others. And we ought to judge with 
«ll poffible Tcndcrnefs of every one's Cafe, 
tefides our dwn : but it concerns us beyond 
Sxpreflion not to flatter ourfelves in that. And 
we naay difcern With Certainty the true State 
43f it by this one Mvk. If ,Want of Thought 
^faath occa^oned our ill Behaviour, we fhall be 
ihankful for Admonition, and readily change 
iour Courfe : if Pride, we fhall be difpleafed 
^th it, and tempted to go on. But whether 
we have diibbeyed God wilfully or inadver<r 
^ntly, we have great Caufe to humble our- 
ielvea before him with deep Contrition : and 
beWail our own perfonal Guilt in the firft 
Place } then the Sins of thofe, who make up 
fhe fame Community with us : for he cannot 
correft Them, but we jpauft fuffer at the fame 

Now 
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Nowfuppofingwe didnot atall feel ourfefvcs 
particularly under his mighty Hand at prefent, 
yet furely we ought to recoiled: with great 
Awe, that in reality we are under it alws^. 
His Government of the World is without 
ccafing carried on, however ' filently, yet 
fteadily and powerfully, to that one End, 
which a Being of perfeft Holinefs muft pro- 
pofe to himfclf ultimately, the Manifeffiiion 
of his Glory, in the Punifhment of the 
Wicked, and Reward of the Good. Were 
both to be entirely deferred till after Deaths as 
the chief Part of both will, yet how near is 
that to us all ^ and how very near to many of 
us, who perhaps are the fartheft of any from 
fufpefting it ! Though were it as diftant as it 
can, yet the Connexion of it with eternal En* 
joyments or Sufferings being as certain as that 
God is holy and true, the praftical Inference 
would be juft the fame, as if it were over- 
taking us this very Moment, But indeed, 
unlefs we will abfolutely fhut our Eyes, we 
muft fee Judgments from above, both natu- 
rally flowing from our Siris, aud additionally 
inflidled on them, in the mean while. 

All Wickednefs, by the righteous and wife 

Appointment of Providerxce, in the ordinary 

4 Coutf^ 
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Ccmfe of Things produces Mifery : and the 
great Reftraint from all Wickednefe is the 
Fear of God. While Men continue to reve* 
rence Him^ there will, always be fome Hold 
upon them, to keep them back from com- 
mitting Evil, or bring them back to. repent of 
k. ; But, when once that Band is broken^ 
which it is of late in this Nation, beyond any 
other in the Chriftian, or perhaps the Heathen 
World, ilighter and weaker Ties will foon 
give way one after another, till by Degrees 
every thing is fet loofe. And how very faft 
accordingly our Morals and our Prudence have 
been forlaking us, ever fince we have begun 
to foriake Religion, and to find out that our 
Maker is unworthy of our Notice, a little Re- 
flexion will fhe w us too plainly, if indeed any 
be needful. Do we not fee Probity and Inte- 
grity, Friendlinefs and natural Affection, vifi- 
bly decayed ? Perfbns of all Ranks living above 
their Ranks -, and firft diftrefling themfelves 
jand their Families by vain and vicious 
Expences, then defcending to every Bafe- 
nefs, that will enable them to proceeci in this 
wrong Way, and every Folly, that will drire 
away Remorfe for an Hour, though by furni(h- 
ing Caufe for its Return v^ith more Bitternefs 
• ^ than 
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than Met i erbWcHng ijiftif whole Tiaic widb 
abiurd and djUigerous Diyeffion$> and lofe^ett 
with a Rage for Plqafure and Shew> 1^ diici 
Coniequences what they wil}, th»t hath takesi 
PoiFeilkm of High and Low, Young: itnd Old, tof, 
ft Degree unknown before ; ind in ixiany fears 
not^ in fome af^eds, to difjplay itfelf^ on thtf 
t)ays fct tipart for the Worih^ of God, nay ht 
fblemn Penitence and Humili^ticMl ? Do w€ 
not fee almoft every body trea^g flie grbfleft 
and mofl pernicious immoralities, of what they 
gently flile the gay kind, as no Faults at all in 
one Sex, and daily approaching nearer towards 
afTording them open Countenance in the odier } 
" making, on any Occafion indeed, very littltf 
Diftinftidrt, though it be of unfpeakable Im* 
portance to make a great one, between good 
People and bad j or, to fay the Truth, rather 
inverting than laying Cliim to the Pialmif^'s 
Character : In ivhofe Ejes a vile Perfm is con-^ 
temned^f but be bonouteth tbefn^ that fear tbi 
Lord^. Do we not fee them, educating 
their Children, and managing their Servants^ 
ts if it were on purpole to have them wicked i 
plainly perceiving them to be miferable. iii 

cohfcquence. 
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epnfequence of it ; perpetually involved themi* 
' &lves in grievous Uneafinefles and Diificultks 
from it, and making frequently heavy Com^ 
plaints of it; yet never once refle&ing to pmr^ 
pofe, whence it comes, or what would mend it: 
but ftupidly acquiefcing in M^iat they have the 
neareft Concern to prevent ; and taking it f(x 
granted, that fuch of necefllty is to be the 
Condition of their Families, from one Gen^era*. 
tbn to another ? . 

And if thefe Fruits have fprung in private ^ 
Life from pur Difdain of Piety, what mufl; it. 
have produced ;in public ? Juft what we were . 
to expeft from a Number of fuch Creatures 
put together ; and from the fixed Decree of. 
Providence, th^ttbey, who phughJniquityy and^ 
fow 1Vi(kednefSy jhall reap the fame *. Rulers 
and Ma^ftrates, having permitted the Autho- ^ 
rity that ordained them, to link, have, by a 
Confequence, which they might eafily have . 
forefeen, loft their own : Refped: to every kind 
of Superiors is worn out ; and next to the Laws 
.of Heaven, thofe of our Country are regarded 
leaft. The Nature of Things, and the Word 
of God, have made Uprighmefs and Induftryi 
the Supports of Society, aiul Religion the Sup-r 
port of Them. But we have imagined wecould^ 

♦ Job iv. 8. 

do 
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do better than this : we have been laying others 

Foundations, and bringirig tbefc into utt€r DiA - 

efteeih, as it were by Confent on all Sides ; till 

they, who defire moft to ad: upon Principle^ 

find, it may be feared, fcarce any Remainder 

of Principle among usi left to a6k upon. Wc 

have trujled in the Sti^ of a broken Hhted^ 

whereon if a Man lean^ it mllgo into hisHand^ • 

and pierce it -f-. We have forfaken Chd^ the » 

Fountain of li'Ving Waters, and hewed us oui: 

broken Cijierns^ that can hold no Water %. Wc 

have indeed been worfe than negligent, we' 

have been jealous of Religion j feaiful, that^ 

Bigotry, Enthufiafm, Superftition, and all 

manner of Evils would flow from it : and fo, 

without taking die leift Care to guard againft 

them, or prevent the Increafe of that.Com- 

munion, in which they are moft intimately 

mixed with it. Piety in general hath been. 

inade the Subject of Inveftive and Derifion, 

till we are at prefent immerfed in Prbfanehefs : 

and Profligatcnefs : and, as Extremes beget: 

one another^ directly in the Road to be over- ^ 

run after a 'while by Popery, the Schools of. 

which are multiplying continually in our' 

Streets. We have diought the Morals of our 

t tt xxxvi. 6, X J^' U* 13* \ 

People 
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^eqpie totaJHy iifid^rvi»g of Regard, unlefi ic 
Wer^ (0 e^riipt tJ^m, that we might enjoy 
the publk Bp^s ^^ri^^^U Vim : and the 
Cbnfeq^uj^ce hadi. b^n, to fty of others no 
inore t;h^n bfith been faid^ that our Poor, the 
Strefigth and Riches of a Nation when regu- 
lated well, arc every-where deftroying them* 
felves and their Pofterity hy their Intemperance 
and promiicuous I^ewdnefs 5 and becoming, in 
the mean time, aa iniupportable Burthen by 
their Idknefs and Extravagance. We have 
thought that neither God nor Man were to 
reftrain whatever we pleafe to call Liberty ; 
and thus we have plunged into aLicentioufnei^, 
that hath brought upon us many of the Incon- 
Veniencies, and almoft all the Difcontent, of 
Slavery, 

Nor hath the Almighty omitted to fuperadd, 
though with a gentle Hand, Corredlions in- 
drely his own, to the Sufferings, which we have 
chofen to infli<3: on ourfelves by means of the 
ilated Connexions, which he hath wifely and 
juftly eftablifced. We had long been poflefledof 
the Blefling of Peape, without making any 
jdne good Ufe of it : and he hath permitted a 
War to come upon us, of which we forefee 
neidier the Duration nor the Event. We had 

E long 
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long enjoyed healthy and plentiful Seafpns, 
without acknbwledgihg Him for the Giver of 
them : arid we have fince been vifited with 
Sicknefs in all our Borders ; and fuch Dearth, 
as few, if any of us, ever knew before. Our 
Heavens have been made as Brafs, and our Earth 
as Iron * ; and we would not underftand if 
to be a Chaftifement : the former and the latter 
Rain -f- have been reftored to us, and we have 
not owned it to be a Mercy. Now, if lighter 
and fhorter Judgments will not awaken usi 
heavier and longer muft. For fo the Prophet 
foretells : Lordy when thy Hand is lifted ups 
they will not fee : but they jhallfee %. And how 
much greater Evils God may yet caufe us to 
fee, lies hid in the Treafures of his own Fore- 
knowledge. . We are at prefent in a Condition, 
that may, in various refpedts, very naturally and- 
very foon become extremely dreadful. And 
what elfe we can do to better our Profpeft, is 
neither eafy for any Perfon to difcover, nor 
indeed the Concern of every Perfon to inquire 
but there is one Thing, which alone of itfelf 
will do incredible Good ; and every thing be- 
fides, very little without it ; which we all have 

* Deut. xxviiL 23. f Deut. xi. 14. Jer . v. 24. 

'X If^xxvi. II. 

in' 
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in bur Power, and all feel to be our DuQr4 
CkMe, and Itt us return unio the Lord our God : 
for Hthaih torn^ and He wiil heal us i He bath 
/kitten, and He mil bind us up^k^ 

Both Particulars and Nation$> which fall 
into a bad Way, are ilrangely unwilling, for 
the moft part, to underfland the Truth of ^ir v 
own Cafe. Such was the Diipofitioa of God's 
ancient People, admirably deicribed by the 
Prophet Hofea : His Strength is devoured, and 
be knoweth it not : yea, grey Hairs are uponbim, 
and be knoweth it not. And the Pride vflfrael 
fejlifoth to bis Face : and they do not return to 
the Lord^ nor feek bim, for all this -f*. Nay, 
when the Difeafe is much too notorious to be 
denied, Perfbns will be afcribing it to other 
Caufes, and inventing other Cures, than the 
right one; putting Confidence in Schemes 
vnconnedted with Reformation, and perhaps 
mending bad with worfe. But to thefe the 
Almighty himfelf hath exprefsly denounced : 
Wo to the rebellious Children, faith the Lord, 
that take Counfel, but not of me ; that cover with 
a Covering, but not of my Spirit j that they may 
add Sin to Sin : that mil not hear the Law of 
the Lord i which fiy^ Caufe the Holy One ofljrael 
• Hof. vi. i^ fHof- ^« 9# »o« 
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toceafefroni befors w. JVherefore^ thus faith the 
Holy One of Ifrqel: B^caufe ye dejpifi this 
Wordy ther^ore fhis IniqiUty Jhall he to you 
us a Breach ready t^f^My fnpflling out in a high, 
W^lh ^'f^Jk Breaking c(^th juddenly at an In- ' 
Jiat^ *. Ho^liog.SfitfW m a palliative^ upfpund. 
mMWOQr> wJy pQcafigiMl tkeir burfting out agaia, 
wy^ mss^.^r^9i^xm% ^s^tom^. If ther?- 
fpre \^e wp»ld ,te»Jy raeft4 oty Cafe, we muil 
go tp the. BrttttMn of it. Wie have bpen wicked^ 
I a^d SKC mufl: repent. Wp hav:e delpifed God,, 
and we nxoSi htasdl^ aurfehies under ids Mighty 

But tb^n ^wiiat &aVL V^ reckpn is dping fo I 
Is it merely appointing or ob&rving a Form of 
Humiliation for Eorms fake ?> Initead of ap-r 
pea£ng Ood> we fhall dipt fb much as deceive 
M^i by this : but xstnly veil Irf eligion wltli^ 
ttt^ipaf^cnt Hypocr^iiy. Is it then being afr 
&ded aiad vwaf med a little^ at the Tjme, by 
what we iay or hear in^Jthis Place ; and becom- 
^g, almoft iii^iQediatoly after, juflthe/am^ 
Ecrfons d^at. we were before ? On the con- 
te'ary, thefe tr^nfient Frts of Piety are men-; 
tioned in Scripture,, as g Y?ry , difcouraging Sign ;. 
P J^thraim^ what Jhall I do^ mtothee f Q Ju^ 

'^ "C ^ . - dab. 
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ikk, wbatjhall I do unto thee ? For your Gd&d- 
nefs is as a Morning Cloudy and as the early De^ 
it goeth away -f. While Perfbns TcRtOL not at 
itU, one knows not how it may operate, if ever 
they come to reflet. But when, through the 
Grace of God, they have adually been made 
fcnfibie of their Guilt and their Danger, and 
yet relapfe into it ; when their Convidtions have 
been renewed, their good Purpofes repeated, 
and yet all fufFered, time after time, to fall back 
into nothing : what can be expedled, but that 
Heaven will at laft abandon thofe, who in fo 
fhaineful a manner abandon themfelves. Our 
prefeht Bufineis therefore is, each of us to im- 
print on our Minds novt" fuch deep Sentiments, 
as may influence U3 ever after, that devoutly 
conforming our Lives and our Souls to the 
Will of God, is the very End of our Being : to 
recoiled: and confefs before him, how griev- 
oufly and how long both we in particular, and 
this Nation in general, have neglefted the 
Obedience we owe him : to acknowledge, that 
we are altogether in his Hands, as private Per- 
fons and as a People ; to confider whatever 
hatb befallen us, a$ lefs than our Iniquities 
have merited 5 to prepare ourfelves, with 
' t Hof. vi. 4. 

E 3 meek 
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.meek Refignation for whatever more he miy 
^plcafe to inflid on us : yet carncftly petition 
him, that whatever becomes of pur temporal 
Concerns, our Spirits may befoFoed in the Day 
of the Lord yefus^y and that if it be con- 
fiftent with his Holinefs and Wifdom, he 
would Ipare us even in this World, not for 
pur Rigbteoufnefsj but Us own great Mercies -f-, 
in Chrift our Redeemcrj for the Honour of 
his Name, and the Prefervation of his true Re- 
ligion eftablilhed amongfl: us ; to^ form folemn 
Refolutions againft every Sin, againft every 
Occafion of Sin, for the future: begging at the 
fame time that Grace of our Sandifier, which 
alone can make them efFe(5tual: and do all 
thefe Things not only in Profeffion, as Matter 
of outward Decency, but from the Bottom of 
our Souls; not only with a fudden Fervor, ex- 
cited here in the Congregation, but delibertitely 
; at home, before cur Father tvhich Jeeth in Je^ 
cret p 

How cafy, or how hatd, it may be for any 
of us to bring our Hearts really into fuch 9 
Frame as this. He only knows, who knows all 
Things. Perhaps it is a Sort of Language, and 
a Way of Thinking, to which feme of us have 

♦ I Cor. V. 5, t P^°^' «c. 18, % M?itt. vi. 6, 

never 
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never been ufcd, and which others have long 
difufed^ If it be, ,wc have fo much the moro 
Need to take it up without Delay. For our 
Maker and our Judge is intitled to the n^oft 
lowly Submiffions from his guilty Creatures : 
and there is neither any Meannefs in making, 
nor any Greatnels in refufing, them. In all 
Cafes, the juft and t|ie right is ithe worthy 
and the honourable Behaviour, But . in this, 
above all, it is the neceflary one too. Obftinacy 
cannot fupport us : Diffimulation will not 
conceal us : it is God we are concerned with, 
and our only Refource is to throw ourfelves on 
his Mercy. The very beft of us have Caufe . 
to lament our Failings, to reiterate oUr Vows, 
•to implore his Forgivenefs and Affiftance, yet 
more ardently than we have done. In propor- 
tion to our TranfgreiBons and Deficiencies ; 
our Self-Abafement, our Penitence, our Sup- 
plications, our Efforts of Amendment, ought 
to increafe. And that our Performance of 
thefe Obligations will be followed, bad as our 
State is, with the happieft Confequences, Rea- 
fon affords comfortable Hope, the whole Te- 
nor of Scripture exprefsly declares, and the 
Text with peculiar Strength implies : Humble 

E 4. yourjehes 
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yourfehes under tbe mighty Hahd of Gody that 
ke may exak you in due Time. 

But I muft not now enter on the lUuftra^ 
tipn and Proof of this important Connexion* 
May our prefent Hurailiatictti give an experi-* 
mental Proof of it, by efFedtaally inclining ua 
to A? reconciled to God * j and inducing Hinj 
to direft our public Couhfcls into the Way of* 
nations^l Profperity, and our private CoRdu^ 
into that of eternal Ble^dn^s^ 



^Cor, V. 204 
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I Pet. V. 6. 

> 

Humble yourfehes therefore under the 
mighty Hand of God^ that he may 
exalt you in due Time, 

I 

AT our laft Meeting on the fapic moft 
neceflary Occaj[ion> which calls us 
' together now, I endeavoured to lay 
before you^ from thefc Words, both the gene- 
ral Duty of Man's walking humbly with ins 
God *9 and the particular Reafbns, which we 
of this Nation have, for exercifing a very deep 
Humility towards him, as we have been parti- 
cularly guilty, befides various other Sins, of 
thatt unfpeakably fhocking one. Pride againft 
him. Too many amongft us have dared 
to treat the Faith, if not of his Being, yet of 
the only Thing which makes it valuable, a 
juft and good Providence, with utter Con- 

• 

• Mic. Ti. 4, 

tempt : 
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tempt : abfurdas it is, that the wife and pow- 
cffvxl Maker of the World' (hould not be t^ 
Ralcr of it, and that the Ruler of the WoricJ 
fhould not reward every one according to bis 
Works'^. Mucli gyeat». Numbers, if they 
do not deny his nioral Government, yet ahnoft 
intirely^difregard it : attend oiy his publie Wor* 
&if) but feldom, arid then vifibly as Matter of 
mew egrtemal Decency ; ndffer €0ridei[behd to 
pay him any Homage in private j nor through 
their whole Behaviour confider him, in the 
leaft, as, what they profefs to acknowledge 
He hi the Lawgiver, ihe fnfpedor and Judge, 
of their Lives and He^f t^ : but fcei^f ely foHow 
Pafiion, Appetite, Guftotn, Farley, as^the Guide 
of their Condtafk ; an<3 openly rJdiieuIe thofe 
th^t do otlierwife : cail thejtnfelves Chriftiani 
perhkps ; but are tc^tally void of Reverence 
for evefy Dodriue of Chrirtiafitty, that is 
above tl^ir Campreheftfion, for every Pre^ 
G€pt that coi>tradi6ts • their Inclination ; and 
ftrangely negligerrt: evenr of natural Piety and 
fecial Virtue. Larger Multitudes yet ima^ne, 
that tiiey are mighty Religious Peribns, if they 
preferve but a tolerable Regularity in the out* 
ward Ad:s of Devi&tion, JufHce and Tempc* 

♦ Matth. XVI. 27. 
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fence : thpugh not prpf ceding from aiiy in- 
ward Principle of Love and Duty to God, rifli 
accompamed by apy Senfe of their jjeeding 
his Pardoij tjirough the bleffed Jefu?, or his ' 

■4 

Help dirough the Influences of the Holy Spi* 
rit; not carried on to an unifornsi Habit either of 
Obedience or Refignation, or animated by the 
Hopes of a better World. Indeed th^ mofl: 
commonly live, ind often die, as uncoacera^d 
about his fyturfe Di^ofal of them, as if it were 
not a- Matter of Moment at all, inflead of being 
the only real one, that belongs to our Condi- 
tion* 

But, if poffible, we have flighted Van ilill 
more, confidered as a People, than feparately.. 
We have enjoyed th6 greateft national Blef- 
fings, without the leaft national Thankfulneft 
for them. In particular he hath bleffed us 
with the cleareft Knowledge of the feverai 
Obligations incpmbent on us : and we have, 
ihewn the oioft abfolute Scorn of all Methods 
for promoting or fecuring the Practice of them, 
even in thofe Points, on which our public 
Welfare moft confeffedly depends. Nor have 
we hitherto received the Warnings, or even 
the Correiftlons of the Almighty, which have 
begun to overtake us, with nv^re Reip^ft,' 

thau 
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than his Mercies. You have juft heard the- 
Cafe of the barren Fig-tree read in the Goipel 
for the Day : Behold^ tbefe three Tears I comey 
feeking Fruity and find none : cut it downy why 
cumhereth it the Ground^ f Brethren, what is 
Our Cafe ? The prefent is th6 fifth, Year that 
we have profejSed to obferve a fblemn Faft, on' 
account of our Sins and our Dangers, without* 
making the leaft Reformation in any fingle' 
Article. Nay, we have continually increafed 
in NegleiSt of Religion, in Gaiety and Mad- 
liels for Pteafure : till we are come to purfue 
our Diverfions openly on the moft facred Day' 
of the Week ; and feme (for, in every Inftance, 
while the OjfFence is renewed, the. Complaint 
muft) cannot perfuade themfelves to abftain 
from them, or from inviting large Companies 
of others to join in them, even on thefe An- 
niverfaries of peculiar Humiliation. 
, , Such Outrages on Piety and common De- 
cency as thefe, muft, when repeated after No- 
tice taken of them, and Warning given againft 
them, which hath been faithfully done by the 
Minifters of God's Word, be deemed preme- . 
ditated Infults, not Inadvertence and Forget- 
fubefs. Yet Fbrgetfulnefs of the Moft High 

f Luke xiii. 7. 

2 can 
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can nevef be a flight Offence : and is greatly 
aggravated by the ftrong Admonitions to re- 
member hirn, which not only his holy Word 
and our Confciences, tvould we hearken to 
them, give us perpetually^ but his Providence > 
alio hath given us of late. The natural Con* 
fequcnces, and fuperadded Punishments of 
our Difrcgard to him, have appeared very 
plainly for fome time, and are daily becoming 
more vifible and fenfible, in the Sin?, and Fol- 
lies, and DiftrefTes of private Life, in the gene* 
ral Want of public Order and public Spirit, in . 
Burthens and Uneafineffes ; in Threatnings 
and adual Attempts from abroad to deprive 
us of the Liberty we have abufed, and the Re- 
ligion we have icorned ; and fink us down 
into the Slavery, and Superflition, and Wretchr 
cdnefs, that we have deferved to feel. Hi- 
therto, indeed, the Storm Hath not fallen upon 
us : but it flill hangs, over us more heavily, 
than mofl of us have ever known : our Ef-r ' 
forts to difpel it have fucceedcd very imper- 
fedtly : The Difficulty of renewing thofe Ef- 
forts mufl be augmenting ,. each Year: our 
Enemies are multiplied in a dreadful manner : 
and what Affiflance we may exped: from our 
Friends, God only knows. One Thing in- 
deed. 
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deed, may afford feme Cx>nfolatiQn to jis. Wi^ 
havis manifefted, ort occafioii of our Danger^ 
un univerfal Zeal for tha:itEft^blin:iment, whicH 
is th^ only human Mearts pf preferving wsfroq^ 
it- Had we feiied in our Lcoyalty, we bad. 
completed our Wickedjacfs : and^ fliojild aqy. 
Temptation hereafter intiice or prqvoJke us tQ. 
fail in it> we and our Pcdlerity are intirely 
imdone* But there can be nafure Depen-^ 
dence on Their Dudfulnelk to their Kiog>. 
who ^e landatiful to their God: or on th^\ 
Attachment to the commoji lotjpn^ of thft: 
Society, who prefer every prefent Ghratifica*^ 
tion to their own everlafting Welfare. Or if 
&ere could i a profane and wicked Peopte' 
will never have equal Spirit in Defence of the. 
Community, for they have not equal Motives 
to it, with a pious and virtuous one. Or fup-' 
pofing their Courage ever fo great t theif^ 
Wealth, their Strength, their Union, theif 
Affiduity, their Obfervance of Rules, their 
mutual Confidence, will be lefs : and thofe 
Vices, which have brought us already ib far 
on our Way towards Ruin, muft at length, if 
we perfift in them, bring us to it, merely hf 
producing their natural Effects* 

Put 
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But could we have Hopes of efcaping thcfe, 
the Honour of the Divine Government is 
concerned not to let a national Contempt of 
St go linpuniflied^ even in this World : and ali 
Reliance on human Wifdom and Pow^r, vrith- 
out Regard to God, will prove in the End fatal 
Self-Deceit. When the Lord Jhall ftretch out 
his Nandy both he that helpeth Jhall Jiumbky and 
he that is holpen Jhall fall down : they Jhall all 
fail together *. The Anger of the Lord Jhall 
not return^ tillhehaiw performed the Thoughts 
of his Heart : in the latter Days ye Jhall confirm 
der it perfeBly ^. 

But furely then we had much better con<- 
fider it in this cur Dajf :}: : and, as another 
Text awfully exhorts, give Qhry to the Lord 
our Gody before he caufe Darinrfs j and Vfbile 
we look for Lights he turn it into the Shadow of 
Death §. Too many, of ali Ranks, will pro- 
bably flight whatever of this kind is iaid, even 
fr€»n Scripture itfelf. But ftill our Commif- 
fion 18 : Son of Man^ I fend thee to the Qnldren 
of Ifhaeli to a rebellious Nation^ that hath re- 
belled again/l me, they and their Fathers ^ unto 
this very Day : and thou Jhalt fay unto them^ 

« 

, ♦ Ifa. xxxi. 3, f Jer. xxiii, 20. 
% Lukexix.42. $ Jer. yiM, 16. 

F Thus 
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. J'bus faith the Lordi and thou Jhalt fpeak my 
• Words unto tbem^ whether they will bmr, or 
whether they will forbear *. Men in Power 
and high Stations, more cipeciaily, and they 
who afpire to them n6 l^fs^have always been 
difpofcd to look with great Difdain on the 
artleis and unwelcome Dire<3:ipns, which ile*- 
ligion fuggefts for Deliverance froni Danger. 
They have more refined Contrivances, on 
which they reft 5 and fcorn the plain Methods 
of Reconciliation to God, and Truft in him, 
through our blefled Redeemer, as fitted only 
for the Populace to hearken to. But the 
Scripture hath provided an alarming Denun- 
ciation againft Them in particular. Hear the 
Word of the Lordy ye fcomful Men^ that rule 
this p£(fle which i}, in Jerufalem. Becaufe ye 
have faidy We have made ii Covenant with 
Death y arid with Hell are we at Agreement ; 
when the werf owing SQOurge Jhall fujs through^ 
it fhatl not come unto w 5 for we ha^e made 
Lies our Refuge^ and lender Faljehood have we 
hid ourfelves : Therefore thus faith the Lord 
Gody Behold y J lay in Zion for a Foundation a 
, Stone y a tried Stone y a precious Corner Stone y a 
fare Foundation: he that helievethy jhali not 

♦ Ezek. xK 3, 4, 7, 

mahi 



S E R M O N III. 67 

make hafie *. » judgment alfo will I lay to tbi 
Line^ and Righteoufnefs to the Plummet 5 and 
the H^il Jhall Jhoeep away the Refuge of Lies^ 
and the Waters Jhall overflow the hiding Place. 
^nd your Covenant with Death Jhall be difan^ 
nulledi and your /Agreement with Hell Jhall not 
fiand. Now therefore be ye not Mocker s^ lejl 
your Bands be madejirong -f-. Another Sort of 
Perfons, extremely apt to deipife the Thought 
of Reformation, indeed all ferious Thought 
whatever, are they who abandon themfelves to 
Indolence and Voluptuoufnefs, arid the Study 
of luxurious Elegance and Delicacy, But for 
thefe likewife there is in the Treafury of the 
Prophets a Menace in Store, which contains, 
alas, much too exadt a Defcription of our own 
Times. Wo unto them, that are at Eaje in 
Ziony that put far away the evil Day, that lie 
upon Beds of Ivory ^ andjiretcb ^themfehes upon 
their Couches, that eat the Lambs out of the 
Flocky and the Calves out of the midft of the 
Stall, (the Luxury of the Table had then 
onade but a fmall Progrefs) that chant to the 
Sound of the Viol, and invent to themfelves In^ 
Jlruments of Mujick, that drink Wine in Bowls y 

♦ Or, be aftiamed; See Rom. ix. 33.x, |i. 
t Ifa* xxviil. 14 — 18, 22. * 
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and perfume tbemfehesivith the chief Perfumes^ ^ 
hut are not grieved for the AffiiBion ofjofeph^ 
therefore now Jhall they ^o captive with th^ 
frjl that go captive^ and their Banquet Jhall be^ 
removed 'f. Others again are by ne means 
indifferent about the Storm, which they fee 
gathering i but have no Belief, that Amende 
^ ment> or any thing, can difperfc it : and there- 
fore will take no Pains in what they conceive 
will produce no Good. But at leaft to them- 
felvcs Amendment will produce the greateft 
Good : ancf Refolutions not to amend will 
bring, both upon Them and others, more cer- 
tain and fpeedy, and total Deftruftion ; which 
clfe, after all, may perhaps be avoided. For 
hear the Declaration of God in this Cafe. 
Now therefore fpeak to the Men of Judah, and 
to the Inhabitants of Jerufalem^ faying • ^^^ 
faith the Lord^ Beboldy I frame Evil againfi 
you \ return ye now every one from his evil fVdy^ 
and make your Ways and your Doings good. 
^And they faid^ I'here is no Hope : but we wilt 
walk after our own Devices^ and we will every 
one do the Imagination of his evil Heart. TbereT 

*" * In our Tranflatioa it is, anoint themfelves with the 
chief Ointments. But this, thpngh litcr^U, givcf a diiFcr,-! 
cnt Idea now from what it did then. 
•J- Amos vi. 1,3 — 7, 

fore 
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jm thus faith the Lordy AJk ye now among the 
Heathen^ who bath heard fuch things. I wilt 
(batter therhy as with an Ea/i Windy hefore tbi 
Enemy : I willfi)eiB) them the Back^ and not the 
Face, in the Day of their Calamity *; 
. So that, whether it be Confidence^ or De- 
fjpaifj that hinders Reformation^ the Threat-^ 
nings, you fee> are the fame. And the full 
Execution of thefe Threatnings, together with 
the pa^fe of iti is thus recorded in the Book 
of Chronicles. The Lord God qf their Fathers 
fent to them by his MeJJengerSy becaufe he bad 
CompaJJion on his People, and on bis Dwelling* 
Flaeei. But they mocked the Meffengers of God% 
and defpifedhis Words, andmifufed his Prophets^ 
until the Wrath of God arefe again/i his People^ 
till there was no Remedy. Therefore he brought 
Upon them the King of the Cbaldees, who flew 
their young Men with the Sword in the Houfe of 
their SanSluary, and had no CompaJJion upon 
young or old : he gave them all into bis Iland •(•• 
How near we have approached to them in 
our Guilt, is too vifible : how eafily we may 
come to refcmbie them in our tuniflunent, is 
not lefs foi The Hand of God is plainly lifted 






♦ Jer. xviii. 11^ 12, 13, I7- 
t 2 Chn xxxvl. 15, 16, 17. 
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up ov€r us : the only Queftion is, Will wc 
humble eurfehves under ity or will wc not ? Will 
we yet acknowledge, that He is the Sovereign 
of the World, and obeying him the only Way 
to profper ? Will wc yttjeekhimy njobilehemay 
be found *-; confefe our Sins, change our Gon- 
duft, and petition for his Mercy ? There have 
been Gircumftances, in which Repentance itni 
felf would not flop the Courfe of tempomt 
I%nifhmcnt8, though it will always prevent 
eternal ones : in which God hath faid to his. 
Prophets, Vray not for this Fettle fbr their 
Good. When they fafty I will not bear their 
Cry \ and when they offer an Oblationy I wiH 
ttct accept them : but I will confunre them by the 
Swordy and by the Famne^ and by the Pejii-* 
knee -f-. Even to this Extremity we may re- 
duce ourfelves : but that we are already in it> 
no way appears. The general Rule of his 
Providence is. At what Inftant I fhall fpeak 
concerning a Nation^ and concerning a Kingdom ^^ 
to pluck upy and to pull down^ and to dejlroy it : 
if that Nation^ againji whom I have pronounc^ 
edy turn from their Evil^ I will repent of the 
Evil that I thought to do unto them J. . And it 

. * Ifa. Iv. 6. f Jcr. xiv. 1 1, iz. 

X J«r.xvifi. 7,8.' 

ought 
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6ught tQ be our Perfuafion, that we are within 
t the Rule. Our Caufe is unqueftionabiy good : 

and thovigh we have been, moft of us, lamen-^ 
tably wicked, yet through his C^racc many 
havt pr?ferved their Integrity: anddther for 
their fakd, or his Mercies fake, we ftilj enjoy 
great Bleffings. He hath been far from for- 
faking Us, to the Degree that We have for-r 
faken Him : elfe our State were wretched in- 
deed ; and would we but now bumble mrfehes 
throughly under bis mighty Hand, diere is no 
Room to doubt, but be would exak us in due 
time. 

Whenever he calls upon us to ufe the In- 
ftrument, he furely defigns us to attain the 
End, for which it was formed. Now peni* 
itent Reformation is the natural, as well as the 
appointed Inftrument for exalting both parti- 
cular Perfons and Communities. Religion 
works indeed by Terror at firft, and lowers 
the high Spirits of the Guilty : but only to 
raife. them again on iblid Grounds, inftead of 
the treacherous Props which kept them up 
before. Without it, there is no Dignity in 
the Condition of Man : aod how flhould there 
be any e:?fpe6led "in his Deportment ? If Per- 
fons either believe not in one, who fees and 

F 4 rewards, 






-±.^. 



72 S E R M O K IH. 

regards, or cannot hope that he will refward 
Good to Theftl : if all that they promife 
tliemiblvts be here, and they apprehend^ that 
fcitber Annihifation or Mifeiy iwaits them 
hereafter ; they will of courfc be many of 
jdieib dangerous and mifchievous, the Gene- 
rality of them bafe and vile, attend folely to 
the Indulgence of their Fancies and their 
Senfeis, eiat and drinks for 7c^morrow they die *• 
Or if any Sparks of Worth do remain, unex- 
tinguilhed by fuch a mean Way of Thinking, 
they will have only an occasional and partial 
Influence. Or could it, in fonie few, be a 
conftant and uniform one, yet they will be 
very few : and the Body of a People, if they 
are without Gonfdence towards God, will be 
without Honour and Probity towards Men> 
without Prudence and Magnanimity in the 
CondoA of thenifelves, profligate and delpi- 
cable in all refpeAs. Bat on the contrary, 
trufe Religion, for I fpeak not of fuperftitiou^ 
Perfuafions ind Obfervances, true Religion 
•places Men above fordid Interefts, low Plea- 
fares, and worldly Anxieties: teaches them 
to dread nothing, but oflfending their Maker; 
to fet their Hearts on nothing, but pleafing 

• I Cor. XV. 3^. 

Him J 
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fifm ; and to have no Conception of pleafing 
him by any other Means^ dian rational Piety 
and genuine Virtue : it excites them by the 
nobleil of Motives to whatever is ufeful and 
eftimabie ; and reilrains them by the ftrongeft 
Terrors from whatever is bad and hurtful: 
cfcliges them to right Behaviour in the highell 
Profperity, and fupports them in it under the 
heavieft Adyerfities ; inipires' Men with the 
moft earncft Concern for doing" their Duty ; 
And frees them from all Concern about di& 
Confequences of it in this World, by prefent- 
ing to their View the endlefs Recompences of 
a better. Such, in fome degree, is the Influ- 
ence even of natural Religion : but unfpeak- 
ably more powerful will diat be found, whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great and precious 
Promifesy that by thefe ive might be Partakers of 
the Divine Nature ♦. 

Then farther, the Senthnents, which thus 
dignify every one's Behaviour fingly, muft 
have the fame Influence upon all, confidered 
as forming a Community. Publick Welfare 
will never be confulted as it ought, while Men - 
ad merely on feparate felfiih Bottoms : nor 
ever fail to be confulted, when a well-founded 

* ^ Pet. i. 4. 

Faith 
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Fairf^ m Gq<J animateat ^eir Zeal for general 
Qood. SlightSi and Prpvpcations, DiiSiculties 
and Riiqucs, private Advantages, and, party or 
perfonal Attachment?, ,ni?y very eafily fway 
and bias all, that adt from teipporal Motives : 
but are nothing to fuch as adt from This ; the 
.only one th^ cannot poflibly he at any time 
overbalanced. So long as the State of Ai&ir« 
is wlm ipdeed, Government may go on yery 
fmoothly, without niuch Principle in thofe 
who ^re en^ployed by it, or live under it : per- 
haps the piore fmoothly for a while, in foine 
Cafes, the lefs Principle tiiere is. But when 
Storms rife^ as after fnch Calms they will 
rife, then is the Time ta fee^ in what the real 
Strength of Society confifts : who will ftrug- 
gle, who will hazard, who will be faithful to 
the laft. Th?y, that fear God, certainly will : 
and we can have no Certainty (how fhould 
we ?) of any other, Amongft the truly reli- 
gious, becaufe they are fuch, there will be 
fecurc and mutual Truft, faithful Oecongmy, 
and unwearied Application : their Co.unfels 
WiU be fteady, their Undertakings juft, their 
Execution bold, their Confidence in Heaven 
ftrong, and their Adherence to a righteous 

Caufe unmoveitblc 1 Seldom^ if ever, will a 

State, 
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Sfatty which proceeds in this manner, fail of 
Succefs. And were they to fail ever fo greatly, 
nay, to Be overwhelmed ever fo ijxtirely, they 
would' fall with more Reputation and more 
Happinefs, than others flourifh. But there 19 
always Reafon for better Hopes. A Nation,, 
reverencing the Sovereign of the Univcrfc^ 
will be reverenced by all around them, as 
a wife and ujiderftanding People^ wbkb batb 
the Lord nigh unto tbem^. Their Friends 
will know, they can depend on them : 
their Enemies will know, they have the ut- 
moft Efforts to fear from them : both will 
jknow, and they themfelves too, that even ii| 
their laft Extremity^ Providence may bfe ex- 
peded to fight for them. Great are the Trm-- 
•hies of the. Righteous : but the Lord delheretb 
}}im out of them all. The Lord deliveretb the 
jiSouh of his Servants : and they^ that put their 
^ruji in htm^Jhall not be defiitute -f. 

Bu; then it muft be obferved, that fuch ^ 
have, long beenSinners, and are at laft beconiy^ 
penitent, (the former is certainly Our Cafe, 
would to God the latter were !) if Relief doth 
not appear immediately, ought towaitforitjvith 
much Patience, and be well iatisfied if they are 

'^ Deuw iv. 6, 7. t P'al- xxiv. 20, 22. 

exalted 
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ixaJted in Hue Time : in God's Time, not tfctfi/ 
own,. Wickednefs ruins Nations By degrees i 
Reformation may feftore theni by degrees^ 
An imperfeft Reformafion will be likely to 
* bring forth but imperfedt Fruits. And tKcf 
completeft Reformation of i Few may prove 
infufficient td fave the Whole, • Still thefe are 
Reafbns, oitly why AH fliould repent : not why 
None (hould, unlefs AH will, which it is im-» 
poflible to forefee- For be the Generality 
ever fo iftcorrigible', ^nd their Deftrudiioii 
ever fo abfolutely decreed on that account l 
there is Encouragement enough, notwith* 
ftaiiding, for thofe who do humble themfelveSi 
Hiid return to a better Mind. Seek ye the Lor d^ 
ctlye Meek of the 'Earthy which have wrought bis 
judgment. It may be yejhall he hid in the Day 
cftbe Lords dinger *. At leaft, whatever fuch 
may fuffer in common with odiers, far from 
being a Mark of his Anger towards Them, 
will contribute largely to improve their Vir- 
tues, and increafe their future Reward. Set 
that in every Event they inzy cafi all their Cam. 
en God ^ for he careth for them -f. Undoubtedly 
they will feel the Uneafinefs, which human 
Nature mull from whatever is painful to it : 

* Zeph* ii. 3. t * Pc^* ^' 7' 

and 
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dnd in particular, a tender Concern for Multiw 
tudes« who have none for themfelves. But ffill 
they will fubmit with Compofednefs and rev&* 
rent Approbation to the fevcrcft Sentences of 
Heaven ; and reflcft with - Joy, that their 
chief Intereil is fafe^ though inferior Comforbf 
be loft, 

Let us therefore acquaint ourfehes with GoJ^ 
^nd be at Peace * ; For be will hep tbofe in per^ 
fe£{ Peace y wbofe Mind is flayed on Him -ft. 
Whoever they are, that, fenfible of their Of- 
fences and their Weakncfs, apply for the Par- 
don obtained by Jefus Chrift, and the Grace 
communicated by the Holy Spirit 2 who, in 
their private Capacity, honour God, ftudy 
tb be harmlefs and ufeful amongfl Men, and 
govern themfelves by the Rules of Virtue ; 
who alio, in their public Capacity, earneftly 
prayjor and impartially feek the Peace of^e-- 
rujalem if, the Welfare of theif Country, civil 
and religious ; not led by Intereft, Refentment, 
or Vanity, but having at Heart real common 
Good ; and who in their whole Condud en- 
courage and reftrain themfelves, as the Cafe 
requires, by the Faith of a, future Recom- 
pence : whatever naay befell the Society,' of 

t Job xxii. 21. t If* xxvi, 3t % Ffal^cx^di. d. 

which 
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ii^hich they are Part, it fhall be well wiA 
TheiBL Whatever elfc they may umiergo^ 
others will h^ve nothing to reproach them 
widi> they will have nothing to reproach their 
own Souls with; and in the lyarknefs Light 
jbailarife unto tbem^. All fuch.Perfons thcro- 
fbre, after doing confcientioufly what is incum- 
l)ent on them, not only may, but ought to be 
without Solicitude : and fhould let the Fourt- 
dation of their Peace be known ; that all 
around them may perceive, hdw vaftly prefer- 
able the Conlblations of Religion are to every 
other Method of making themfelvcs eafy. 
The pbus Man doth not labour to quiet his 
Thoughts by obilinately ihutting his Eyes, dr 
plunging into Excefies, or taking oiF his At- 
tention by Amufements : but can with Tran- 
quillity look towards the evil Day, and fee it 
coming : wait {(x it, and bear his Share of it, 
left or greater ; being alTured, that all Things 
'Work together for his Good 'f. A very different 
State from theirs, who know they have dc- 
forved tibe Judgments of God, who know they 
' have contributed to bring them down on their 
• own and others Heads ; who have- nothing to 
cheer them, when the Clouds gather on every 

♦ P61. cxU. 4. t RcHn. vUi. 2^. 
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Side of them ; nothing to dire&L them, when 
the blackefl: Tempeft pours upon them, but 
the momentary Glimmerings of huniaii Hopey 
ftruck out by their own Imaginations ; and if 
they (hould efcape, if they fhouid outwardly 
prolper again for the prefent, will only be 
tempted by it to treafure up to tbemfehes hotter 
Wrath againji the Day of Wrath *, and final 
Judgment. But hear, I intreat you, how the 
Word of God expreflcs the Cafe of each : and . 
may its enlivening Exhortation to the former, 
and its terrifying Admonition to the latter, fink 
deep into your Breafts. Who is among youy 
fearing the Lord^ that walketh in Darknefs^.and 
hath no Light ? Let him trti/i in the Name of the 
Lord^ andjiay upon his God. Behold^ all ye that 
kindle a Fire^ and compafs yourfehes about wtb 
Sparks ; walk in the Light of your Fire^ and in 
the Sparks^ which ye have kindled: thisjhallye 
have of mine Hand^yejhalllie down in Sorrow f*, 

* Rom. a. 5^ t Ifa. I. lo, ii* 
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2 Sam. X. 12. 

Be of good Courage^ and let us play the 
Men for our People^ and for the 
Cities of our God: And the Lord do 
that which feemeth him good. 

MA N Y of you, I hope, remember, 
that I difcourfed to you upon thefe 
Words, a Year and feven Months 
ago * : when. God, for our Sins, threatened us 

firft, with what, for the Continuance of them, 
he hath at length permitted to fall on Part 
of this Land. The Renewal, and nearer Ap- 
proach, of the fame Danger, requires a more 
earneft inculcating of the fame Exhortations. 
For perhaps we may now lay to Heart the 
Things we did not then. It is very true, the 
Pulpit ought never to be prophaned, and I truft 
never hath or (hall by me, to ferve the Pur- 
pofes of Party-Intereft ; or intermeddle with 
any Points of a Political Nature, about whioh 

♦ F^truary26, 1743-4. 
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the Friends of their Country, that think nt 
*»all, can poffibiy be of different Opinions* But 
the prefent is a comnK)n Caufe, affecting every 
one of us, wiUiout Diftin&ion, in what is naoft 
important to us: and God forbid, that the Mini-* 
ftcrs of the Goipel fhould be either unwilling 
or afraid to fpeak, when his Providence calls 
on them fo loudly, to lift up their Voice. 
Should the Storm, which is iiow beating on 
many of our Fellow-Subjefts, be difperled by 
infinite Gfoodnefe ever fo foon andfo intircly, 
without reaching Us ; it may yet be of un- 
IpeakableUfe, to have made the proper Reflexi- 
ons and Refolutions, whilft it was approaching 
towards us. And fhould the Almighty fuffer 
us to feel it, as we have well deferved j nothing, 
but thinking ai^d behaving rightly under his 
Judgments, can give us Hope of his Mercy to 
moderate and fhorten them. 

Now whatever is requifite for thefe Ends, 
is clearly coiliprehended in the Words of the 
Text ; which bring naturally to our Thoughts 
the three following Particulars. 

I. The Intere/ts we have at Aake. Our 
Teopk^ and the Cities of our God* 

n. The 
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Ifl. The Spirit, which wc ought to fliew in 
defending them. Be of good Courage^ and let 
us play the Men. 

III. The humble Dependance on Heaven^ 
l^hich we ought to exercife at the fame time* 
jind the Lord do that which feemetb him good. 

I. The .Interefts we have at ftake. Our 
People and the Cities of our God : in other 
Words, our Civil Rights and our Religion* 

The Defence of their Perlbns and Poffef- 
fions againft lawlefs Power, and the fecure 
Enjoyment of the Means of Happinefs here 
and hereafter, were the great Motives, that 
induced Men to fubmit originally to Govern- 
ment. And every particular Government is 
good or bad, as it arifwers or fails of anfwer- 
ing thefe Purpofes. Now in our own, as it 
ftands at prefent, our Liberties are greater than 
thofe of any other Nation upon Earth : we 
enjoy them fo fully, that we abufe them be- 
yond Example : andj I believe, no one Per- 
fon amongft us, of Knowledge and Confi- 
deration, doth or can fuipedt our King of hav- 
ing the leaft Defign to infringe any Branch 
of them. The private Property of the very 
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Meaneft is as jfafe from the Violence and Op- 
preffion of the Greateft, as good Laws and an 
impartial Execution of them can be hoped to 
make it. And for the Public Burthens we 
labour under, wc have laid them on our- 
fclvesj by Reprefentatives of our own Choice^ 
for Ufes> which we and our Fathers, very 
juftly in the main, thought neceffaiy : In par- 
ticular for die moft important Ufe> of fecur- 
ing the Nation> from time to time, againft the 
Mifchief that now once more hangs over us : 
which if we at laft get rid of, all we have 
fpent is well laid out i and if we fubmit to, 
all is thrown away. 

Still, there may doubtlefs have been Faults 
committed, in relation both to thefe and other 
Matters. But then. Part of the Faults com- 
monly charged may be imaginary: for we 
are all as fallible, as thofe whom we blame \ 
and few of us in fo good a Situation for judg- 
ing. ' Part may be of fmali confequence ; and 
therefore no Ground for any great Refentment^ 
Part may have arifen from our own Mifcon- 
duft, as much, if not more, than from that 
of our Superiors. Part again may have pro- 
ceeded from excufable Miftakes or Infirmities 
of theirs i for which, as we need Allowance 
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jn ourfelves, we jfhould make Allowance in 
others : elpecially in Princes, for the fknie Rea- 
son as in Parents ; and to a fit 0egree, in thofe 
alfo that are employed by them. But whence- 
ibever apprehended Grievances may have 
come, we have legal, conftitutional, peace- 
able Means for redrefEng them ; with uncon- 
trolled Liberty to ufe thofe Means, if we will. 
And fuppofe they have dot operated fb fpeedi'- 
ly, or fo effedlually, as we may wi(h : yet, 
if Force may be ufed inftead of them, upon 
every Failure or Delay, elpecially when caufed 
merely by Difference of Opinions amongft 
ourfelves, no Society can ever fubfift. And if 
'we are too corrupt a People, to expedt any 
Good from mutual Perfuafion ; much lefs can 
we expefl: it from mutual Violence. 

Then laftly, as for our Religion ; the leaft 
valued, I fear, yet infinitely the moft valuable 
of all our Bleffings ; and which guards and 
fences the reft, in a manner that nothing elfe 
can : our Religion, I {ny, is undeniably the 
moft rational and worthy of God, the moft 
humane and beneficial to Men, the furtheft 
from being either tyrannical or burdenfomc, 
the freeft from Superftitioh, Enthufiafm, and 
Oloomia^ of .tny in the World; It is efta- 
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bliftied with fuchCare, that the Support of k 
is infeparable from that of the Civil GovernT- 
.ment : yet.happily with fuch Moderation, as 
to bear hard on none who diffent from it. The 
Pradice of it indeed, we muft own, hath not 
been inforced on its ProfefJbrs, fo generally or 
fo carefully as it ought, either by the Author- 
rity or the Example of thofe, whofe Duty it 
is. Would to God it had ! God grant it may ! 
But ftill, they who have not duly excited Men 
to Piety, have not reftrained them from it : 
and •every one's Difregard to it is principally 
chargeable on himfelf alone. 

This I apprehend to be a true and a modeft 
Account of our prefent Condition : for I have 
put the Advantages of it at the lowed, in or- 
der to fay nothing that can be difputed. And 
what are we to change it for, if the Attempt, 
now making, fhould fucceed? Indeed what 
have we to expert before it can fucceed, (for 
every one muft be convinced, that it will not 
be tamely fubmitted to), but a wide and hor- 
rid View, in proportion as it makes a Progress, 
of Bloodihed in the Field and out of it, and of 
Ravage at the Pleafure of a. rude and uncivil* 
ized People, to the imminent Hazard of every 
thing, and every Peribn, dopr to us ? Judg- 
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ments, which this Ifland hath been long with- 
out experiencing: but how long, and how 
heavily it mdy groan under them now, unlefs 
a ipeedy Check be given to this Rebellion, 
God only knows. For a conquering Enemy, 
had he the Will, which is dreadful to truft to, 
hath often not the Power of reftraining the 
Defolations of Fire and Sword, when once 
they are begun. 

But fuppofe this Beginning of Sorrows over: 
what muft follow ? 

With regard to our Civil Concerns : How 
large Numbers are there, who have no other 
Security for a confiderable Part, it may be the 
Moft, or the Whole of their Property, than 
the Continuance of the Government now iii 
being ; in whofe Hands it adually is ? And 
fhould that Government fail : as it cannot be 
hoped,* that what hath been lent for its Sup- 
port, and proved one of its main Supports, 
will be regarded very favourably by thofe who 
come to overturn it; how terrible may the 
Diftrefles of fuch Perfons be, and how much 
farther than themfelves muft they extend? 
Ta all their Domeftics, all their Dependants, 
all that have Dealings or Concerns with them. 
What Multitudes ard there again, whofe For-.^ 

tunes 
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tunes are intirely, or principaUy, built on Royal 
Grants, judicial I>ctermination&, or Adts of 
the Legiflature> made within the laft iix^and^ 
fifty Years ? whkh, in cafe of a Change, wiH 
;dl become queftionablc, as done by incompe- 
tent Authority, and lie at the Mercy of we 
know not whom. The Perfon, who now 
threatens us, comes attended with a large and 
an indigent Train of Followers, colledted from 
each of the Three Nations, who will think, 
and do their utmoft to make him think, that 
the long Sufferings of many of them, and the 
prefent dangerous Services of many morci 
can never be rewarded vdtfi fufficient Bounty. 
And when Revenge, and Poverty, and Ava- 
rice, are fet on work together, what Forfeit- 
ures may be claimed, what Mifdcmeanors 
and Treafons charged, in a Nation, which will 
be looked on as the Whole of it involved in 
Treaibn, for fo many Years paft ; or how un-* 
fairly the plaineft Laws in our Favour may be 
kitcrprctted to admit of fiich Attempts, or 
even wrefted to ferve them; which of u« all 
Can fo much as guefs, or who can be aiTured 
(»f his own Safety ? 

• But befides diefe Hazards to the Propertiesr 
and the Lives of particular Perfons, in what 

State 
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5tate will the Commerce and Poffcffions of 
the Nation be ? Think, what innumerable 
Debts the Pretender to His Majefty's Crown 
muft needs have contrai^ed in fo long a Space, 
during which he hath had norfiing of his own 
to fubiift on : think, what immenie Sum$ 
foreign Princes may charge on account of moft 
expenfive Wars, which they may plead were 
begun or carried on for his Service : and how 
dreadfully this Nation may be exhaufted, to 
fatisfy but a fmall Part of thefc Demands : 
for wWch it will make no Amends, to annihi* 
late the prefent Incumbrances on our public 
Revenues, by a ruinous Breach of the public 
Faith* Think alfo, once more, what fatal 
Conceffions the Powers who fupport the pre-^ 
fent Iilvafion^ and who will be wanted for a 
continual Support, even were it to fucceed 5 
what fatal ConcefEons they will affuredly re- 
quire in return, of Places on which our Tmdt 
depends, of Indulgences in Trade to them- 
felves, of Reftridlions upon Us ; which will 
reduce us to a Condition impotent, precarious, 
and deipicable^ 

I fay not this, or any thing, to raife in you e 
Spirit of unchriflian Bitternei^, either againA 
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the ignorant Wretches that have been deluded : 
into this Rebellion, or even againft their Lead-^ 
crs. Let them be judged of with all the Cha- 
rity, let them be treated with ail the Mercy, 
which their Cafe will poffibly allow : only let 
us fee the Mifchief, that their Succefs would 
bring on us, and exert ourfelves accordingly to 
prevent it. 

But were we ever £o fafe in other reipefts : 
what Security can we have with reipeft to our 
happy, envied, legal Conftitution ; when that 
^ower of fufpending and difpenfing with 
Laws, and levying Money without Law, which 
lays every Provifion, that can be made in 
Tavour of the Subjedt, wholly at the Sove- 
reign's Feet 5 and yet was not only claimed, 
but exercifed immediately before the Revolu- 
tion, fhall come of courfe to be eftabliflied as 
a jwft Prerogative, by what will be called a 
Rcftoration ? The Rights, that we have enjoyed 
as indifputably our own, from that time to 
this, may then be accounted feditious and trea- 
ibnable Pretences; and every Expreffion of 
FoHidnefs for any Remain of Liberty, be 
4cemed a Step towards Rebellion : as indeed 
jl will be thought but natural, to fuipedt and 
4 ftifle 
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fKfic the Icafl breathing of that Spirit which 
once delivered us, in order to prevent another 
Change. Efforts notwithftanding will, in all 
4ikelihood, be made towards one : how bloody 
^nd how fatal, who can tell ? The Apprehen- 
fion of thefe Efforts will be a much ftrongey . , • 
Plea, than in the late King James's Time, for 
keeping up a chargeable and dangerous (land-- 
ing Force, perhaps a foreign one. The DreaH 
of that Force will mtimidate fome ; and the 
Principle of turning to their own Advantage 
what they cannot help, will intice others, ta^ • - 
go every Length of Compliance that they aqjp • 
required. And a Prince, coming in on the 
Bottom of Right Hereditary and IndefeafiblcV 
will think he hath the clearefl Title to Abfo- 
lute Power. His Partizans, even whilft he is 
out of Pofleflion, have openly avowed that he 
hath : and what can be expedled then, if he 
Ihould get into it ? The mere Exercife of fuch 
a Power very probably will not fatisfy : but 
Declarations and Oaths be invented for the 
Acknowlegement and Support of it ; which, 
it will be impoflible for us, either to make with 
Innocence, or to refufe with Safety. 

Then for the State of our Religion : No 
one Inftance can be given, that Popery ever 
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Ijpari^d Proteftafttifm for any Continuance, 
idfer k was able fafely to opprcjfs it. But Icaft 
of all will Favour be fhewn here, longer than 
Neccflity obliges. For, to whatever Tender- 
ncfs many of that Communion may be inclin- 
ed ; as, no doubt, there are Numbers amongft 
them of mild and worthy Ferfons : yet the 
uncharitable Part vnll affuredly prevail, as 
ttiey ^always have done every-where ; and 
falfely imf^uting to our Religion that pretended 
Pifioyalty, which proceeded only from their 
illegal Attempts to overturn the whole Con- 
Hitution, will not fail to argue, that the fan>e 
Caufe muft produce again the fame EfFed:, 
and therefore muft not be permitted to fubfift. 
Think then, all that love the Church of Kng^ 
hnd^ all that believe the Dodrines of the Re- 
formation to be the Truth of Chrift, what a 
(i^ondition it will be, either to profefs and 
praftife the Palfhoods and Impieties, of which 
you • are fo thoroughly convinced, or to be 
driven from this, and every other Place of 
God*s public Worihip into Corners : nay, in 
a while, to be dragged out thence alfo, and 
fecfificed to that Mother ofjibominationSy which 
hath fo long been drunken with the Blcod of 
the Saints *. 

♦ Rev. xvii. 5, 6. ^ And 
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. And let even them who arc indifferent, or 
Doubters, or Unbelievers in Religion, refleA 
on this at leafl : that, as thej are always in- 
veighing againft SuperfHdon, ib the Church 
of Rome is over-run with it to the higheft 
Degree poflible: and, as they are always 
exclaiming againft the Wealth and Power of * 
Ecclefiaftics ^ ib the Wealth and the Power, 
the Pride and the Tyranny ojf Popery, are un- 
speakably the greateft, that ever th* World 
knew. And if they will notwithftanding go ^ 
at prefent upon their favourite Maxim, that' , 
All Religions are the fame, it will be a juft ^ 
Judgment of God to make them feel the.. 
Difference. 

9 

But to thefe Things it may be anfwered, 
that 'the moft folemn Obligations have unque^ , 
ftionably been entered into, by him who \ 
claims the Crown, for our intire Security, ., 
both in Church and State. Nor indeed could 
any thing feem in Speculation more likely : 
becaufe nothing is more apparently requifite 
in all common Policy^ And yet, furprifing as 
it is, no one clear and explicit Declaj^tion of 
this kind was made by the Pretender at the 
time of the laft Rebellion : nor can I bear of 
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any made by him at prcfent. And I beg you 
to confider, if he will not promife plainly 
now, what will he do afterwards ? For as to 
any good Words, given by another in his 
Name, what can be eafier for him, than to 
difavow them, as going beyond the Com- 
miffion which he granted ? But fuppofe the 
ftrongeft Afliirances given by himfelf : were 
they not given by the bloody Queen Mary to 
her Proteftant Subjedrs, who had fully merited 
them by their Zeal for raifing her to the 
Throne ? And did fhe not perfecute them im-i. 
mediately, and burn them in little more than a 
Twelvemonth ? Were they not given by the 
late King James ? And had he not ftrong Mo- 
tives of Gratitude, as well as Confcience, tQ 
keep them ? And yet did he keep tfiem for 
the fmalleft Part of four Years ? How can 
we then flatter ourfelves, that any ene, who 
claims under him, will be at all more favour- 
able to that Religion, and thofe Liberties, 
which have been all this time the capital Ene- 
mies to his Pretenfions ? The moft formal De- 
clarations, that he can make, have been over and 
over, and long fince the Revolution, declared 
by thq Authority of the See oiRqme « utterly 
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null and void from the Beginning, when* 
ever they arc prejudicial, in any manner, and 
the leaft degree" (I ufe the very Words of 
Pope Clement XI. in the very Cafe of Stipula- 
tions made in favour of Proteftants) "to the 
V Catholic Faith, theSalvation of Souls, or to 
any Rights of the Church whatfoever ; even 
though fuch Engagements have been often 
ratified, and confirmed by Oath*." Let 
therefore the Pretender to the Crown make 
Promifes ever (6 full and expreffive, let his 
natural Difpofitions to keep them be ever io 
favourable s yet, as he profefTes Subjedlion ©f 
Confcience to the Pope's Determinations, un- 
der whofe Eye he hath long refided, in whole 
Dominions his Son, who hath now invaded us, 
was born and educated, and by whofe Bounty 
they have both been all along fupported j he 
cannot refufe to break any Ties, which Ihall 
be declared finfiil by his infallible Guide j 
who may purpofely have connived at his 
engaging in them, in order to his breaking 
them at a proper Time. But if he were to 
refufe it ; can we imagine, that all his Sue- 
cefifors too will be fo obftinately undutiful, as 

• * Clem. XL Pont. M«. Eplft, & Brevia. fol. Rom», 
X 734* torn. iL p. 179. 
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to ipare a Religion which they mortally hate, 
when they believe extirpating it will intitle 
them vto Heaven, and atone Jor all the Sins 

»■ 

of a wicked Life ? 

It muft be acknowledged. Popery ,hath ap- 
peared niildcr of late, than .in forjner Ages. 
Yet even our Days have known ,thc Ebcccur- 
tions of ?^<?r«, and theBaai&mentsrof iSW/:?;- 
burgb : and France, this very Year, hath been 
perfecuting and ^^murdfiring.our EroteftantBrei- 
thren for the Profeffion of their JEaith. Nor 
hath. the Church of Rome ever .given up any 
one of the Claums, which it may have forbom 
to exercife : and, (houldifeonce regain ib.much - 
of its ancient Power, as would neceflariLy fol- 
low from prevailing here, it would^ioonrefumc 
its ancient Fiercenefs in Proportion. 

Shall we perfuade ourfelves then, that Pear 
will reftrain a Popifh Prince from attempting 
to overturn our Religion.and Laws ? But<what 
if his.greateft Fear (hould be that of Damna- 
tion for not attempting it ? which was the 
known Cafe of King James^ and may be that 
of others after him. Or what if it fbould be 
held the fafeft Way, in a political View, to 
make thorough Work at once^ by the Aflift- 
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ftnce of Foreigners, now preparing to invade 
lis ? 

Still it may be faid, that whoever becomes 
our King, will at leaft, for his own Intereft, be 
careful of the Trade and Power of the Na* 
tion. But how can he, if he would ; when he 
muft undoubtedly have promifed the contrary 
to foreign Powers already ? And if he is cap^ 
ble of deceiving Them, how fliall We truft 
him ? But fuppofing he hath promifed them 
nothing: yet, if he prevails by their Help, 
what can he be elfe, than a Deputy and a 
Viceroy, fubjed: to die Commands of our 
moft formidable Adverlaries ? 

This Confideration ought in Reaibn to 
qilarm even thofe who wifh well to bis Caufe^ 
even, thofe who profefs his Religion 5 and 
make them utter Enemies to his coming in 
fuch a Manner, however defirous they may 
be of his coming otherwife. For can we, or 
can they, make Terms with the Power of 
France^ when we have once given it Footing 
in the Heart, of our Country; or hope, that 
any Terms, which are made, will ever be ob- 
ferved ? Will that moft ambitious and perfi- 
dious Crown lofe fuch an Opportunity of 
weakening us by pur own Strength, making 
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US dependent on itfelf for ever, and Tools to cti^ 
flave the reft of Europe ? Will it not treat both, 
us, and the King it fets over us, as the Tyrant 
Qi Babylon did the Prince, whom he gave to the 
yews ? He hath made a Covenant with himy and. 
tuken an Oath of him ; he hath taken alfo the 
Mighty of the Land ; that the Kingdom might 
fie bafey that it might not lift up itfelf \ but that 
by the keeping of his Covenant it might Jland^. 

Such then being the View of our Dangers, 
let us proceed to confider,, 

H. The Spirit, with which we ought to de- 
fend ourfelves againft them. Let us be of good 
Caufage^ and play the Men. Thefe Words may 
feem to exprefs the Duty of the Soldiery alone. 
And, without qucftion, they exprefs that pe- 
culiarly : and, joined with the following ones, 
clearly fhew, that a ftrong Seiife of Religion, 
and a virtuous Concern for the common Wel-r> 
fare, are the true Principles, that will give 
military Perfons Bravery and Succefs 5 as they 
<iid to thofe, whofe Hiftory the Text relates! 
But ftill the more Literal Tranflation is, Be 
jirang^ and let usjlrengthen one another •{"• In 

* Ezek. xvii. 13, 14. 
, t S;;s Geu, xxv. 22. xli. 2. 2 Kingi xiv, 9, } r. 
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tliis Senfe they concern us AH : this therefore: 
I ihall follow. 

And, if ever Caufe required exerting and 
joining all the Strength, and all the Courage 
we have, This is that Caufe. For the Attack 
is made by our Enemies, foreign and domef- . 
tic at once, on every thing dear to us, Civil 
and Sacred : and Confcience toward? God, as . 
well as private Intereft and public Good, dc- . 
mands our utmoft Zeal in fuch a Conteft. 

The Plea, which fome would ufc to check 
this Ardour, as if the Government we live , 
under ought not to be fupported, becaufe the. 
late King "James and his Son were let afide by. 
the People, is abfolutely groundlefs. For irv- 
deed iting James fet himfelf afide ; abandoned 
the Government wilfully, rather than admi- 
nifter it according to Law : and by fo doings . 
left the Nation at Liberty, or rather under Nc- 
ceffity to provide for itfelf in the Manner it 
did 5 efpecially as he carried away the Per- 
fon, whom he called his Son, along with him^, 
And had he not been carried away ; all the 
World knows, it was generally and ftrongly. 
fulpeded, that he was not the Queen's Child : 
and the three Eftates of the Kingdom, the 
only fit Judges of a doubtful SucceffioDi fixed 
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it without taking Notice of him. But had 
none of thcfe Things been fo j that urih&ppy ' 
Kfing, feduced by Rotnijh Bigots/ had invaded^ 
with a high Hand, the Religious and Civil 
Rights of his People : inftead of giving the 
leaft Hope of Amendment, he was going on 
with Rapidity to the utter DjeftrudiDn of both* 
And Subjedts were not made for Princes, to 
be treated as their abfolute Property, and de- 
icend from one to another like Cattle, let them 
be ufed as they will : But Princes were njadc 
for their Suhje(3s ; to govern them legally, 
and feek their Good. What is the Duty of 
the one, is the Right of the other ; and where 
there^ a Right, there ought to be a Remedy. 
Common Remedies are ever to be ufed in*com- 
mon Cafes : and if they are infufEcient, fingfe 
Perlbns ought to bear every thing ; and Na* 
tions, every thing that can be born withoutDe- 
ftruftion ; rather than break the public Peace, 
and eftabliihed Order of Government. But 
in extreme, imminent, univerfel Dangers, 
Methods of the laft Refort> if ncce£&ry and 
likely to fuccecd, are fully warranted ; by the 
Nature of tiie Thing, by our original Confti- 
tution, by ancient Prance upon it, and royal 
Recognitions of it, 
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' The Scripture indeed commands, what 
Rcalbn itfelf doth., Subjed:ion to the fuprcme 
Powers. — But how many other Commands 
are there,, which eonfeflcdiy admit of pro- 
per Exceptions ? A ad were this to admit of 
none, yet the Scripture doth not determine, 
in whofe Hands the fupreme Power is lodged. 
And where it is divided, as it is with Us, be- 
tween the King and his^ great Council, by 
whofe joint Authority every Statute is expreflcd 
to be made : he, who refufes to ftand to that 
Divifion, as the late King James did openly^ 
both by Word and Deed, renounces the Au- 
thority that belonged to him under it ; and 
other Authority he hath none., Or fuppoie 
even this ' doubtful j the Scripture requires 
Subjedtion: But to whom? To the Powers 
that be^ the a<3:ual, vifible. Governments of 
evety Country. Thefe it declares are ordained 
of God ; and that tbey who refijiy Jhall receive 
Damnation *. , Not the leaft Hint given, of 
enquiring into the Juftice of an Eftablifhment 
in its firft Rife long ago : a Thing which few 
Subjedls can do, and perhaps few Govern- 
ments can bear. Not the flighteft Intimation, 

* Rom. xiii. 1, 2. 
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of adhering for ever to the Family of an 
abdicated Prince, and going on. Age aftcf 
Age, to afcribe the fovereign Authority over a 
Nation, to a Perfon that hath no Means of 
exercifing any one Ad: of Authority* The 
Neceffities of Mankind render it abfurd : the 
Practice and the Notions of Mankind have 
always been contrary to it. Heathens, Jews^ 
Chriftians, PapiftSj Proteftants, all the World 
have agreed in the Point with univerfal Con- 
fent s excepting a fmall Handful of Men in 

this one Age and Nation : Perfons greatly to 
be pitied, and highly to be eAeemed, while 
they fubmit peaceably to Inconveniences for 
Confcience Sake ; but furely guilty of as inde- 
fenfible a Singularity, as ever was. t 

There may indeed often be a Doubt, and 
fometimes it may laft a good while, which 
are the Powers that be: whether a Govern- 
ment is yet to be cojifidered as eftabliftied, or ^ 
not. But in our own Cafe, if a Duration of 
fo many Years, and the peaceable Succ?ffion' 
of fo many Princes, and the repeated Ac- 
knowledgments of the whole People of thefe 
Kingdoms, and of all the Sovereigns and Na- 
tions of the Earthj do not make it a clear 

Point, 
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Point, in whofe Hands the fuprcme Authority 
of this Country long hath been, and adually 
now is : nothing of fuch a Nature, can ever 
be clear at ail. Very few of Us have either \ 
known, or lived under any other Goveni-^ I 
ment : we have all of us claimed, and en- j 
joyed the Protection of this : we have ad:ed I 
in Purfuance of its Authority ; we have pray- I 
ed continually for its Prefervation 5 we have \ 
many of us bound our Souls by folemn Oaths» 
and fome of us by repeated ones, to main- 
tain it : in fo doing, we maintain at the fame | 
time, every thing that is valuable to us and j 
our Pofterity : and there cannot be a firmer I 
Tie upon us, than thefe Things together : nor j 
more abandoned Wickednefs, than to break y 
through it. 

Strengthened thus then widiin ourfelvcs, let us 
proceed to Jirengtben one another. God knows, 
inftead of this, we have taken great Pains to 
weaken one ahother, by ieparate Interefls and 
Views, Animofities and Refentments, unkind 
Sufpicions^ and unjuft Imputations, What 
Party or Sort of Men hath been moft to blame 
in this refpeft, were it ever fo eafy to fay, 
wpuld be very unfit: when the plain Concern 
ifi^ not to accjofe and'recriminate, but all to 

u/iite 
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unite ill what afl&As all £o^ nearly. They 
tiierefbrc,' who have hitherto thought the Dan- 
ger of fuch an Attempt fmall, let them now 
ihfew they were far from wiflbing it greater. 
They, who have been diflatlsfied with par ti- 
cnkB: Meafures of Government, liet them now 
ffve Proof, that they were not difaffefted to 
the Government itfelf: and if poffibly in any 
thing they may have oppofed too far, take this 
fittcft Opportunity of making amends. This 
will demonfteatfe the Uprightnefs of their In- 
tesKions, give Weight to their Sentiments on 
other Mtitters, and pull down the falfe Hopes, 
th^ our^ Enemies have founded- on our do- 
mcftic Difputes; But then, at the fame time, 
if the Zeal of any for the prefent Eftablifh- 
ment, hath tempted them to judge too hardly 
concerning the AfFeftion of others towards it, 
they ought now candidfy to acknowledge their 
Error: embrace thofe as true Friends, who 
approve themfelves to be fuch in the Day of 
Trial ; • and remember for the future, that 
Strength is attained, not by Divifion, but by 
Union. Indeed we fhould all remember, in- 
fl;ead of aggravating what our Oppofers have 
done aniifs, to reflcdl ferioufly what we and 

our 
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our Friends have been faul^ in : and perhaps 
we fhould moft of usfind^ it hath bden a gre^ 
deal too much. 

But it is not^ mutual good Temper alone» 
that our Cafe reqviires -, but mutual Afliftance 
and Encouragement, to be given with Spirit 
by each of us, according to hb Ability, and 
the Nature of his Station, to all around him : 
by ranking ourfelves openly on the Side wc 
, are of; joining our Counfels, contributing our 
Money, hazarding our Perfbns, if need re- 
quire it ; by inftrudting, undeceiving, excite* 
ing, fortifying, as many others as we can*^ 
That Part would be indifferent, Part timorcnis, 
and All refift weakly, was the great Thing, that 
the Adverfaries of the Government promifed 
themfelves, and its Friends were ^apprchenfivc 
of God be thanked, both of them in fbme 
degree have fcen their Miftake. Let us go 
on to complete the Convidlion, by a daily In- 
creafe of refolute Adtivity. Strengthen ye the 
weak Handsy and confirm the feeble Knees : fay 
to them that are of a fearful Hearty Be Jirong^ 
fear not *. 

One thing more, to be mentioned under this 
Head, is, that if the prefent Endeavour to ruin 

• Ifaiahi xxxv. 3, 4. 
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BS fhould incrcafe> though it were confiderabljf,, 
the public Expcnce neceffary to defenfl us, 
we are furely neither to wonder, nor to mur- 
mur at it; but bear with Che^rfulnefs what 
may be inconvenient, in order to prevent what 
muft be ruinous j and confider well, that were 
this^Etefign to take Place, we (hould probably 
pay much more to Foreigners, as a Reward 
for enflaving us, than now to our own Govern- 
ors, as the Means of keeping us free. 

But human Means alone, human Prudence 
and Strength, be it ever fo great, is no fufficient 
Ground of Confidence. For the Mojl High, 
ruletb in the Kingdom of Men^ andgiveth it to 
ivbomfocver he will *. We muft never forget 
therefore, 

III. An humble Dependance on Heaveii 
for the Event of all. And the Lord do that 
which feemeth him good. 

What it will feem good to him to do with 
Us, when we confider our National Wicked- 
nefs and Ingratitude to him, it muft be ac- 
knowledged we have great Caufe to fear. He 
hath bleffed tJhefe Nations beyond moft, if not 
any other Parr of the World ; and we have 

* Daniel iv. 17. 
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turned all his Bleffings into Occafions of Sin. 
He hath given us Wealth : ahdf we have ap- 
plied it to the wicked Pilrpofcs of Diflblute- 
nefs and Luxury, ' He hatli given us Liberty : 
and We have abufed it to the bittereft Hjitred, 
and the groffeft Licentioufnefs. He hath given 
us true Religion : and we have - flighted and 
fcorned it 5 caft off the Worfhip of God, re- 
ceived the Mercies of his Providence without 
Thankfulnefs, and the Threatnings of it with- 
out Humility ; nay, ridiculed the Obligations 
even of Probity and moral Virtue, till wc 
have fcarce Principle enough left to be con- 
cerned for any thing, but prefent Pleafure and 
prefent Intereft. Our Abhorrence of Popery 
is gone : our Zeal againft Slavery is degene- 
rated into Faction : our Zeal for the Govern- 
ment, into private Selfifhnefs. We daily ac- 
cufe one another of thefe things : we never 
think of reforming ourfelves. And what can 
be, in a rational View, the probable Confe- 
quence, in a religious one, the juft Punifhment 
of fuch Behaviour, but that which the Divine 
Wifdom hath fo clearly foretold? Fer that 
they hated Knowledge^ and did not cbufe the Fear 
of the Lord', they would none of my Counjek 
and defpifed my Reproof: therefore Jhall they 
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Yaf' their mm W^y^ and ie jilled 
\ Dmices ^. 
tfow and iUent» but -it is by effect- 
Methods, that -God fhews himfelf the 
Covernorof the World. Princes, that negledt 
to /fiipport ^Uis Authority, ihall >find their own 
^ecay w\Ai it. Subordinate Rulcirs, that trilft ^ 
to other than n virtuous Arts of Government, 
jfaatl find theyiiave leaned on a brdien Reed. 
AndNation$, that indulge Profanenefs and Pro- 
^igatenefs, ihall experience them to bring on 
Confufion and Ruin. ^Efcaping it in one Shape 
•for once, is nothing : in diat, or fome other, 
'It-muft fall upon them, if they continue fuch 
as they are. And were ever fo great Ruin to 
fall upon Us now, what would it be more,^ than 
'SamueH Prediftion verified ? If ye Jhall jlill do 
nmckedly^ ye Jhall be confumed, both ye and your 
King -f-. And what could we fay, but ac- 
knowledge before God, with the penitent y^wr 
in Nehemiaby Thou artjujl in all that is brought 
upon us : for thou hajl done rights but we have 
done wickedly: neither have our Kings ^ mr 
Princes^ our Priejls^ nor our Fathers (would to 

•.Pt^v. i. 29, 30, 31. t » Sam. xii. 25. 
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God there were not the moft Caufe of alllp 
add, nor we ourfelves) kept^ thy Law -f*, 

Confidering our Cafe in this Light then, we 
have fnjall Reafon to be of good Courage. And 
yet, confidering the divine Mercies, we are far 
from having any Reafon to deipond, if we 
have any Heart to repent, Tl^c Caufe we 
are engaged in, is that of Right and Trutbj 
and Gods own Honour. Def^^nding it va* 
vliantly, is performing one Pirt of our Dut^.ta 
him : and defeiting it, would be filling up ^t 
,Qnce the Meafure of our Iniquities to the ut- 
tmofi:. Wicked as we have been, and are, yet 
tif we will but, at leaji in this our Day ^ imvf 
the Tubings that belong to our Peace *, there is 
fliU abundant Room to truft in the gracious 
Proteidtion, that we have fo often experienced.: 
and, provided we oin but now bring our Heaxts 
in earnefl to fear God, we have no need to iear 
Man. What hath hitherto happened, is in- 
deed more than enough to awaken us frpm 
that Supinenefs, which it is aflonifhing we 
fhould have indulged fo long ; but not at all 
to make us doubtful concerning the Event, 
were there . only any Proipeft, that we fhould 
render ourfelves fit Objedts of our Maker's 

t Neh. ix. 33, 34. * Luke xix. 42. 
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Faroun For the fake of a few good, there 
may be Mercy in ftore for the reft. The 
more of us become fo, the greater is the Hope. 
And would but this National Alarm produce^ 
what undoubtedly Heaven hath defigncd it 
for, a National Reformation i we might boldly 
fay to our Enemies, in the Words of holy 
Writ: AJfociate yourfeheSyO ye People^ and ye 
jhall be broken in Pieces : take Counfel together , 
and it Jhall come fb nought : jpeak the Word^ and 
it Jhall not Jland: for God is with us. Sane-- 
tify therefore the Lord oj Hoftsy and let him be 
your Fear^ and let him be your Dready and be 
Jhall be for a SanBuary *• For God willfave 
Sion, and will build the Cities of Judah. The 
Pojlerity alfo of his Saints Jhall inherit it ; and 
they that love his Name Jhall dwell therein -f. 
T^beir Children Jhall continue^ and their Seed 
Jhall be efablijhed before him J. 

* Ifalah viii. 9, 10, 13, 14. f Ffidm Ixix. 35, 36^ 
X Ffalm cu. 8. 
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Be careful for nothing : hut in eviry 
thing if Pr'ayer and StipplitkttioA^ 

with Ihanlfgiisingy let your Requefts 

he made Inown unto God, 
Aftd tht Peau 9f God, wbiehfaffeib ail 
Underjlandingyjball keep your Hearts 
and Minds i tbroi^b Chrifi Jefui, 

DANGE R ^ are fo cioflrfattf, and 9uf- 
^ ferings (o frequent, iw humanLife, that 
belmkg prbperly under the Apprew 
henfions and Experience of them, conflitutes a| 
tftry confidcrabte Part of our Bufii^efs here, 
But When Pvc^tdence peflnits^ a' peculiar De* 
gree of either to be our Lot,N it caS^ us pecu» 
XwtX^ to think> what Methods wfli beft pre- 
ferve us from them, or carry us through them. 
Now thefe are of two Sorts : Worldly Pril- 
denre, and Religious Wifdom. The Precepts 
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of the formcj it is not the Bufinef? of this 
JPl^ce to .deliver -, but to limit and perfed 
them by the Didates of the latter : that we 
may neither endeavour, to fecure ourfelves by 
adting wrong,^ nor doubt bf Support in ailing 
right. We ?re apt tp look on Religion, veiy' 
injurioufly," as only prefcribing difagreeable 
,I>uties 5 v^hereas it fugg^s the kindeft Ad- 
vice> and fuperadds the ijjoft com,fortable Pro- 
mifcs : which cannot be do^e more com- 
pletely, in the great Point of moderating Fear 
' and Uneafinefs, thaii it is in die Text ; wherp 

jv^e h^ye 

» I « 

L A friendly Cavitioo ; Be cftrefulfor.no^ 

thing. 

n. A moft neceflary Dircdion: But in evefy 
thing by Prayer and Supplication y with Tbankf- 
giving^ let your Requejis be made known unto 
God. 

IIL An Affurance of the happy Effed, 
whidi this Conduift will produce : And the 
-Peace of God^ which pajfeth all Underjlanding, 
Jhall keep your Hearts and Minds ^ through Chrifi 
.Jefus. ^ 
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I. A friendly Caution: Bs careful for no^ 
ibing : Words, which neither common Rea* 
Ion allows us to take in their utmoft Extentj 
nor Scripture itfelf. For it every- where de- 
mands from lis the moll earned Care ahout 
the Things of another World : and enjoins, 
quite as often as it needdd, a moderate Care 
ibout the Affairs of This. Being careful there- 
fore muft mean, in the Paifage which I have 
read to you, as an Expreffion mighty little 
varied from it, being full of Care, doth for the 
moft part, in our daily Speech ; not a difcreet 
and rational, but a difquieting and tormenting 
Solicitude : and that principally, not concern- 
ing our Behaviour, which is the only Thing 
in our Power j but the Event, which is often 
intirely out of it. This the Original Greek 
Phrafe elfewhere ufually fignifies, though not 
always. In the Sixth of St. Matthew it is m^ny 
times rendered. Take no Thoughts But there 
alio we muft remember, that only what is im- 
moderate was intended to be forbidden : 
which, it had been happy, if our Tranflatioa 
had more determinately exprefTed. 
. Thoughtfulnels concerning our Deportment, 
©ur Welfare, that of others, and the Public, 

I 3 fo 
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fo far as it will r«illy be of Ufc, is a Duty of 
indiipenfable Obligation. And firft isrt^ng aC 
random, then turjiing ovr Eyes from the 
cJvil Day, when wc fee itcpoiin^, infte^d of 
cbnfidering how wc may avert it, or piake 
die befl Provifipn ajgainft it, will prov^ the 
ftircft Way to bring it on with its blackcft 
Horror?. But the contrvy Extreme^ Anxiety, 
is both a miferable Feeling In itfelf, and the 
Parent of rnany fardier Mifchiefs, without any 
Mixture of Good. It reprefents evciy Object 
of Terror as vaftly greater dian it is in Truth : 
and frequently gives far more. Pain beforehand, 
than the Prefence of all that we fear, is capa« 
ble of giving. Nay, it makes us tremble at 
mere Speftres: and filh us with the moft 
alarming Sufpiciohs, fometimes of what can- 
not happen, often of what is highly improba*- 
ble. And yet, were it ever fo likely, excefGve 
Dread v^ do nothing towards preferving us 
from it. Calm Reflexion will inflruffc and ex-** 
cite us to do every thing for ourfelves, which 
we are able to do : and the utmoft Agonies 
ef Difquiet can never carry us beyond our 
Abilities. Indeed very commonly vehement 
Emotions either hinder us from feeing what 
is fit, or difqualify us from performing it : nay, 

, ; ♦ hurry 
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hufty us into what is very unfit, and jM-gudn 
cial to the Points which we hive in View. 

But were they to leave us otherwife intirely 
Mafter 8 of durfelves, that Eagernefs of lookipg 
farth^ than we can fee, which they always 
beget, hath a powerful Tendency to miilead 
us very unhaf^ily. Dangers^ which we think 
we difcern at a Diflance, may bav^ no Reality t 
or if they have, may never draw near^ Dan-^ 
gers that are near, may never reach us : and 
Evils, that have reached us, may vaniih on a 
iiadden. Thefe are no Reafons againfl pru-^ 
dent Forecaft : but they afe ftrong Reafont 
agaififl: extracting Wretchednefs out of Specu^ 
lations on Futurity, inflead of following qui- 
etly and chearfuUy the proper Buiinefs of the 
prefeat Day ^ (ince we intyw not what anotbef 
may bring forth ^, and confequently require us 
to contrive or execute, to grieve or rejoice at. 
l^o^momno^ our blefled Saviour hath told us^ 
Jhail take ^hougk for tie Things of itfelffi 
Time, as it runs on, will diredl us much bet^ 
ter than we can guefs now, what Preca^itions 
we are to take, and what Judgments we aro 
to formi about remote Affairs : and iince alU 

♦ Prov< xavii* i« fMstc*?!. 34. 
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that appears at this Inftant likely to ^11 oaf, 
or wife to do, may poffibly in the next appear 
quite otherwife 5 we ought ftudioufly to mo- 
derate both our Aftions and our Paffions, 
by recoUeding the Mutability of the World : 
which would fave us a vaft deal of fruitlefs 
Labour and needlefs Mifery. We every one 
of us think the Sorrows of Life abundantty 
enough : why then fhould we multiply them 
by long Anticipations ^ and load ourifelves 
at once with Misfortunes prefent and to 
come, unmindful of our gracious Lord's im- 
portant Maxim : Sufficient unto the Ddy i^ 
the Evil thereof^ ? Had our Maker framed the 
human Mind in fuch manner, that we muft 
have been always for eca/ling grievous Things % 
and fufFering every Hour, in Thought, all 
that through a Courfe of Years we are to 
fuffer in Reality, and much more ; we fliould 
certainly have looked on it as very hard 
Ufage. Why then will wearing ourfelves into 
a State, in which if God had placed us, we 
vlhould have complained of him, as cruel ? 
He hath mercifully hid future Events from 
cus, left the Forefight of them fhould make 

* Matn vi. 34. % Wifd. xyHv xi, 
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W aniiappy. And we pry into them by Con- 
jcdure, and dwell upon them by Imagina- 
tion, that we may be unhappy .whether he 
will or not. 

This, you fee, is more than Folly : it 
is evidently Sin. He intended us to live 
here in Conifort and Peace : and we ar€^ 
not at Liberty to fniftrate his Defign, by 
making ourfelves uneafy and wretched. Both 
Nature and Scripture plainly forbid it. Nor 
have we the leaft Ground to hope, that 
the Fault will be deemed a Punifliment 
fevere enough for itfelf. Many others 
are accompanied with grievous Mifery, to 
which notwithftanding more hereafter is de* 
fervedly threatened. And the Guilt of in- 
ordinate Solicitude is greater, than we gene- 
rally apprehend. It implies, not only Dif- 
obedience to God, ta^t Diftruft in him. It uri* 
fits us for the Offices of Piety and of common 
Life. By dejedling the Spirits, and fouring 
the Temper, it renders us different, in many 
refpedls, from what we fliould be, to all 
around us. It leads Perfons into ftrong 
Temptations, of raifing and cheering them- 
felves under their Troubles by falfe and per- 
nicious Supports, or of feeking Deliverance 
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from them by difhoneft Aits and C6mf>U« 
ances. It infers other$s who fee it, with the 
feme Apprehenfions : which may produce the 
lame or worfe EfFedls on their Qj^iet» nay, 
theii* Imiocence. And in proportion, as dif- 
couraging Alarms become epidemical, the 
Calamity dreaded becomes likely to happen* 
Still, fo much of this wrong Turn, as is really 
conilitotionai and unavoidable Weaknefs, wiU 
certainly not be imputed as criminal. And 
therefore we ought not to double our Uneafi*- 
neiky by adding to involuntary Anxieties a rigid 
Condemnation of ourfelves for thejn : but 
fh'iv4: againfl them to the utmofl: of our 
Power ; and then be iatisfied with the Coni^ 
fcioufnefs, that we have done fo : only not 
deceiving our Hearts with a Notion, that w« 
have reiifled Fears, which in truth we have 
Indulged. 

But ibme will iay, ^' How can we reilft 
" them ? Muft wc not of ncccfiity be tcrri^* 
«* fied at what we perceive is terrible : be 
^* concerned about vvhat we are fenfible is of 
great Concern to us ? Where is the Virtue 
of pretending to blind ourfelves, or even of , 
doing it afiually, if we could ?V None at 
all certainly. But the Rule preferibed you is, 

not 
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not to ihvt, but open your Eyes, and contem^ 
plate the whole of your Cafe deliberately and 
impartially. For perhaps it is not fo bad, per- 
haps not near fo bad, as you conceive, though 
you were to look on it only in a worldly View. 
And yet were outward Appcaiances, and our 
own Strength^ all that we had to look at, there 
would be no Wonder, if ibmetimes our Hearts 
fainted within us at the Prolpeft: for the 
iloutefl: and the {M-oudeft Hearts have fainted^" 
before Us, on like Occafions. But the never- 
failing Foundation of Comfort is this. A 
Being infinitely powerful, wife, and benevo- 
lent, fuperintends the Univerfe continually: 
^efe Attributes zffctd us large Ground of 
Hope s and, that our own Unworthinefs may 
raife no Doubt, his exprefs Declarations give 
us full AfTurance, that if we fly to him with 
humble Faith, be mil notjiiffer us to be tempted 
above that we are abky but willy with the T!emp-- 
tatioHj alfo make a Way to efcape *. The moft 
ufual Anxiety of Men is about the daily Ne- 
cel&ries of Life. With refpeft to thefc there* 
fore he condefcends to argue with us particu- 
larly ; and the Argument will hold as well 
concerning lefs common Exigencies ; that iinco 

* X Cor. z. 13. 
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he fuftains the Vegetable Part of the Creatioff^ 
which can do nothing for itfelf, and the Ani- 
mal, which cannot do near fo much as we i 
certainly he will take of Us, on doing what 
lire ought, a Care proportionable to the Supe- 
riority of our Nature. For in this lies thd 
Force of our Saviour's Realbning. And wheii 
he faith. Behold the Powls of the Air ; theyfow 
not i neither do they reap ; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them : Are not ye much better 
than they * ? He doth not mean, that they 
take ho Pains, and therefore we are to take 
none. They take a great deal, in feeking 
Food, and contriving Security againft Dangers, 
for themfelves and for their Young, according 
to the Extent of their Faculties. And we are 
jto take as much, in proportion to the Extent 
of ours. But then, as Providence furnifhes 
Xo Them, fb far as confifts with its wife Pur- 
pofes, whatever they need, and Cannot acquire 
by their own Power: the fame Providence" 
will certainly watch over Us with more pecil- 
liar Tendernefs, even in the prefect State ; 
befides that what we fuffer now fhall iiicreafe 
our Happinefs hereafter. And therefore, fince 
They are eafy in Their Condition, well may 

* Matth. vi. 26. 
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We in Ours. For it would be ftrange indeed, 
if that Order of earthly Beings, wWoh enjoys 
the greateft Favour beyond all Comparifon> 
fliould be the only one difcontented. Rifled 
then : where human Care ends, the Divine 
Care begins. The Duty of To-day is our 
Bufinefs j the Event of To-morrow is our 
heavenly Father's : and furely you do not wifli 
to remove it but of his Hands into your own'i 
or furmife, that you can poffibly be unfafe^ 
while under the Prote<aion of Him, with 
whom the very Hairs of your Head are allttum^ 
hred^. Here then we have a fccure Refuge 
againft Inquietude. But let us remembers 
If, having it, we vSt it not ; if, profefSng Faith 
in God, we allow ourfelves to be as much diC- 
concerted and perplexed on every Alarm, as 
they that have no Hope^ and are without God im 
the World -f ; we either think unworthily of 
him, or behave quite unfuitably to what we - 
think ; and our Guilt is greater, as our Temp- 
tation to it is lefs. When therefore, on being 
( troubled and caft down, we are inclined to lay 
the Blame on accidental or natural Lownefs of 
Spirits, or whatever Excufe occurs; let us take 
loeedy left there be in us an evil Heart of JJnbe^ , 

X * M^tth.x.30. ' f Eph.ii. 12. 

Jief 
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/ief * c* Difobcifience. If Acre be, atftcncf- 
ing That i$ the Way to upMl him that was 
filing ^ and Jirengthen tbe feehie Knees -f*. 

But in v^tfr jfhall wc attcinpf dny fhirig bentf- 
ficiat to us, if we truft to oorfelvcs forSticccfs. 
Artd therefore, tof make his Cauttoti efTednaJ, 
the Apoftle fubjdns. 



IL A moA noodrary Diredion* Jfo evify 
fling fy Frgjer and ^uppUcati^n^ nmtb Tbani^ 
giving^ let ymr Reqmfts be made hmvn mfi^ 

Tbe u^t Method isi to be careful ahM 
msny things %^ and |>ray about nothing : but 
the xi^ one is^ t6 be cafeltil abour nothing, 
hat pray abo«it every thiiig, which i» of Insu 
|ioi«ance enough to f>e ]aid before the Lord of 
Att. The Movements of our Hearts indeed, 
lAiough unatteredj are ctearly dafcefned by 
him : arid he forefaW from Eternity whatever 
we ftiouM wiifr on every Occafion. But die 
Seriptore fjf)eaks in the Language of Men^; 
and crfltf that making bmm cnf Rifuejts ta 
Gody which is only expreffing beflSre him 
what he is perfe€Hy accjuaintcd: withr already, 

* Heb. iiK 12, t Job iv. 4, 

in 
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in order to imprint more efficacioofly, on our« 
ieiv^ and others, the Sentiments concerning 
him, wluch belong to our Condition. 

Appl3dng to the Almighty in our Difficulties 
immediate^ renunds us, on whom we and 
alt things depend : and brings it ftrongly to 
our Thoughts, that the moft threatning Datv* 
gers cannot advance one Step farther, than infi^ 
nite Wifdom fees it proper they fhould, and 
infinite Goodnefs permits. Placing ourfelves 
in his Prefencc awes and compofes our worldly 
Fears ; not by a fervile Dread of him, forci^ 
bly overcoming them, and fubflituting itfelf, a 
iliil worfe Terror, in their Head ; but by a 
fiHal Reverence, mixed with humble Reliance 
ast hb Favour, which cahns and revives us in 
fuch manner, that we perceive our Solicitudes 
to vaaifli, even whilft we are confeffing them | 
md quickly finile at what we ihuddered at 
before. Then befides, venting our Pefires to 
J£m^ £bews us in the fuUefl: Light, which are 
fitiful, and to be repreffed, if we hope for Ac^ 
ceptance wi^ him : and begging his Help, 
muft powerfully admoniih us, that we are noC 
to think of helping ourfelves by Methods di£- 
pleaiing to him -, but adhere ftridly to our 
t)uty^ and be jiiTured it will lead us out of 

whatever 
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whatever Perplexities it leads us intd. , • Commffi 
thy Way unto the Lord^ and put thy Itrufi inhifn^ 
end he Jhcdl bring it to pafs *. Further yet,", 
praying to our Father which is in Heaven, leads 
us to coafider him as our common Father :' 
who is concerned, not only for us, but for alt 
our Friends s and expels us to be zealous for 
the general Good, as well as our own ; and 
on no account to withdraw from the Service^ 
of the Body, of which he hath made us 
Members. Piety therefore excites the trueft 
and firmcft public Spirit; bwt fmooths and 
tempers, at the fame time, that Roughnefs and 
Yehemencei which too frequently renders it: 
incfFeftual and hurtful, by promoting, as it- 
doth beyond all things, an humble Opinion of 
ourfclvcs, and Mecknefs towards others* 

With fuch Difpofitions, we fhall be duly 
qit^afified for the Mercy we intreat : and they 
who are, will never fail to receive' it. For 
this is the Confidence which ive have m Jinm^ - 
faith the beloved Difciple, that if we ajk any^ 
thing according to his Wrlly he heareth'us. jind 
if we ♦ know that he heareth us, . whatjbever we 
ajk^ we know that we have the Petitions which 
we defired of him ^. We are fure of the very 

* PCJin xxxvK. 5. \ X John v. 14, i f . 
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llfaVours we beg, if they are conducive to his 
Glory, and the Happinefs of his Creatures : 
which doubtlefs the Deliverance of this -Na- 
tion from its Ehemics mufl be, fince we pro* 
feis and fupport his holy Truth, would we but 
penitently conform our Condu(% to it. And 
his long Forbearance under our Provocations 
gives us Room to expedl every Inftancc of 
Mercy, in cafe of our Amendment What in- 
deed the humble Applications of a few may 
do for otherSi He only knows. But for thenw 
felvQs they will certainly obtain infinitely 
greater Benefits, than (liaring in the higheft 
Degree of earthly Profperity. Now the fole 
Reafon x>f ouf praying for any thing is, that 
we fuppofe it will be good for us. And there- 
fore we pray for nothing of this World abfo- 
lutely^ but on that Condition. So that ii 
<!jod, who knows bed, withholds it becaufe 
it will be otherwife, he grants our Requeft An 
the general, though he refuies it in the parti- 
cular : and if we are wife, far from being 
overwhelmed by thd fevereft Diipenfations, 
we fhall not only be contented, but glad, in 
fuch meafure as human Infirmity and Sym- 
pathy permit, ^ztJIis Will Jhould be done ^. not 

K For 
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For this Caufe the Apoftle, when he might 
have faid, what moft People would have 
thought very fufficient, that we fhould ^udte 
mir Requejls known unto God with Refignation, 
chofe to fay more, that we Ihouid do it with 
^ankfgming. And indeed we ought to be hear- 
tily thankful, not only for the many and great 
Bleffings, temporal and fpiritual, national and 
pedonal, which God continues to us in the 
midft of his Corrections, (O that we would all 
think ferioufly, how many and great they are) 
but even for his Corrections thtmfelves : and 
much more for the Alarms and Warnings, 
the Liftings up of his Rod, which are de- 
ligned to prevent the Necefllty of heavier 
Judgments. What he doth with this View, 
though it produce terrifying Apprchenfions, 
Ss the moft real Kindnefs ; the only Kindnefs, 
that we permit him at pfefent to fhew* - 
Many, we may Hope, will be influenced 
by fuch awful Notices, to amend *their Way«. 
But at leaft we need not fail of being influ** 
enced ourfelves to .what is right. And then, 
whatever the Event be to thofe around u^^ 
to Us it ihall be happy : if in no other 
xefpeft, yet in That?, which, beyond all Com- 

parifon. 
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p&riibii, is of the greateft Confequencc : Our 
Ught j^iSikns which are but for a Moment^ 
Jhdll work out for us a fir more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory ** 

Knowing thefe Things^ well might the 
Apoftlc add in the Text 

in. An Aflurance of the bleifed Eifedt^ 
which raifing our Thoughts from Earth to 
Heaven will produce* And the Peace of Gody 
which pajfeth all Xlnderjlanding^ Jhall keep your 
Hearts and Minds ^ through Chriji Jefus* 

Bad Peffons, as they have never any welW 
groanded, have feldom any long-continued- 
Peace of Mind, even in Profperity : and much 
lefe can they hope for it in Troubles and Dan- 
gers* If they have not been juft and merci- 
ful/ they arc confcioos of ill-deferving Beha- 
triour to their Fellow-creatures. If they have 
aot been uniformly virtuous and religious, they 
know they have aded undutifully and ungrate-* 
fully to their Creator* If they have not by due 
Application for Pardon reconciled themfelves 
to Him, the Guilt of their Sins remains upon 
them r and the whole Creation is a Weapon in 

K 2 his 
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his Hands againft them. They may be ilupidly 
umnoved by diefe Confiderations : diey may 
afFeft to hide their Convidions, or ftrivc ta 
run away from them into whatever prefents 
itfelf. But ufually the livelieft and ftrongeft 
natural Spirits wHl iink under them, in a Time 
of fevere Trial. Or fuppofing they do not ; 
the more obftinately fuch Perfbns hold out, 
and the more gaily they go on, the heavier in 
all likelihood will be their prcfent Ruin, but 
the dreadfuUer certainly their final Sentence, 
For fooner or later, and with full Recompence 
for ever fo long Delay, the iblemn and re- 
peated Denunciation muft be verified, ^^{/S- 
ever a Manfowethy that Jhallhe alfo reap ^f. 

But the obedient and devout Soul, which 
looks beyond worldly Appearances, and refts 
itfelf on the divine Providence, is intitlcd, 
whatever outward Commotions happen, to 
the trueft, the fteadieft, the moft delightful 
inward Compofednefs : to that Peace of Gody 
that Senfe of being in Friendfhip with Him, 
that Feeling of Comfort and Joy flowing firom 
him, which pajfetb all Underftanding\ exceeds 
the Conceptions of thofe who have not expe- 
rienced it, and {hall exceed hereafter the pre-s 

t Gel. Yi. 7. 
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fcnt Conceptions of thofe who have. Yet the 
iincerely Good may not5 conftantly enjoy a 
very high Degree of This. The Imperfec- 
tion of their Goodnefs, the Lownefs of their 
Spirits, Errors of Judgment, fudden Alarms, 
Afllidtions uncommonly grievous, may leffen, 
may interrupt it : or God may, for fecret 
Reafons of infinite Wifdom, hide his Fate from 
them * for a Time. But, ordinarily fpeaking, 
their Tranquillity and Confolation will be found 
proportionable to their Improvements in real 
Religion. And, though undoubtedly Seafons 
of Difficulty and Hazard will give fome Un- 
eafinefs to the beft Minds ^ yet no more, tha,n 
is moderate' and very tolerable j no more, than 
leaves them, on the whole, in a peaceful State j 
and able to caji^ if not all^ as they fhould, yet 
the moft of their Care on Him^ who carethfor 
them -f-. 

Let us therefore try ourfelves by this Rule, 
whether we have indeed pradtical Faith and 
Confidence in the Almighty. And if not, let 
vs inftantly labour to obtain it, by a total For-, 
faking; of our^ Iniquities^ which have feparated 
between Us and Him J, and humble Addrcff^^. 

* Pfel xiii. .1. t I Pet. v, 7, 

^ Ifa. lix. 2. 
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for Grace to help in Time of Need *. The convi^ 
monRefoiirce is to the Help ofMan alone : there 
be many that fay, who mil Jhew us any Good ? 
but the Language of a well-inftru6ted Heart 
is, Lordy lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance 
upon us -f-. Some put their Truji in Chariots^ 
and fome in Horfes : but let us remember the 
Name of the Lord our GodX : provide for our 
^ Security with the utmoft Prudence, and defend 
our Caufe with the boldeft Zeal : but ftill rely 
on Him alone, whogiveth ViSiory unto Kings §♦ 
Every other Aid may fail : but God cantiot. 
He is able tofave by many or by few (*) : to breai 
the Arm of the Wicked ("f), and dif appoint the 
Devices of the Crafty (J). Hejlilleth the Raging 
of the Sea, the Noife of its Waves , and the Mad^ 
nefs of the People (§). Under his Condud, the . 
Things, that feem the tno^againji us [*], may 
prove the very Means of our Deliverance : and 
the fierceft Storms drive the Ship with more 
Speed into a fafe Harbour. Therefore py to 
them, that are of a fearful Hearty Be ftrong^ 
fear not : behddyour God will come with a Re-^ 

* Heb. iv. 1 6. f Pfal. iv. 6, y. ^ 

t Pfal. ;xx. 7'. $ Pfal. cxliv. lo* 

(*) I Sam.xiv.d. (t) Pfal. x. 15. 

ii) Job V. 12. (§) Pfal. Ixv. 7. 
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compence y be will come and fave you *. All, 
\yho are penetrated with thefe Truths, tho* 
tjmorcKis naturally ,t and while the Danger is 
diftant, fliall, w^hen it draws near, out of 
Wfobiefs, be made Jirongy and wax valiant in 
Fight "f: not with a tumultuous and tranfitory 
aoimal Courage, but a calm and ftedfaft Re- 
ibJjtition, keepings as the Apoftle expreffes it, 
their Hearts and Minds y quieting their Paflions, 
fix;ing their Judgments, and by confequence 
determining their Behaviour. The Reafon- 
iiigs of fuch Perfons will be thofe of the 
Pfalmift : God is our Hope and Strength ^ a 
veryprefent Help in trouble. Therefore will 
we not fear^ thgugh the Earth be movedy and 
though the Hills be carried into the midjl of the 
^ea : though the Waters rage and fwelly and 
though the Mountains jhake at the Tempejl of the 
fame. The Ri'oers of t^e Flood thereof Jhall 
tpah glad the City of God y the holy Place of the 
Tabernofk of the Mq/i High. God is in th^ 
midji. of her y therefore Jhall Jhe not be removed: 
0od Jhall help her y and that right early. The 
Nations m^ke much ado y and the Kingdoms are 
moved : but God Jheweth his Voice y and the 
Farth Jhall melt away. The LordoJ Hojls is with 

* Ifa* XXXV. 4. t Hcb. xi. 34. 
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my the God (yf Jacob is our Refuge *. Thcfe 
arc the Grounds, and there cannot be iJrongcr> 
on which a good Perfon, unlefs he is wanting-, 
to himfclf, willmt be afraid of any evil 57^- 
ing% : for bis Heart Jlandetb fafiy and believetb 
in tbe Lord -(•. Nay, were it not the Pleafiire 
of God to deliver bis People from their Ene- 
n^ies, even in that Cafe, they would be en- 
abled to fuffer according to bis Will^ and com^ 
mit tbe keeping of tbeir Souls to him in weU^ 
doings as unto a faitbful Creator %. 

But then we muft ever obferve, by whofe 
Means alone this unconquerable Firmnefs, 
this inconceiveable Serenity, is to be acquired, 
72>^ Peace of God Jhall keep your Hearts and 
Mindsy through Cbrijl Jefus. For as, without 
Faith in Religion, Perfons very often have no 
Refuge at all in the Storms and Troubles that 
overtake them j fo, without Faith . in the 
Chriftian Religion, they are liable iHU to 
moft uneafy and difheartening Flu6hiation$ ; 
from Doubts, how far Providence extends ; 
Doubts of their own Title to For^venefs and 
Favour, £k>ubts of the Exiftence and Duration 
of a future Reward : to all which the Gofpe^ 

• Pfal. xlvi. I— .7. + Pfal. cdi, 7. 

:|; I Pet. iy. 19. 
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fiath put the happicft End ; informing Mankind 
with Certainty of every thing that could induaj 
them to aft right with chearful Perfeverance 5 
find confirming the-higheftExpedbations, which 
they can poflibly entertain, by that equally con-? 
vincing and afFedting Argument : He thatfpared 
not bis own Sony f^ut delivered him tip for us aU^ 
pow Jhall be not with him alfo freely give us all 
Tubings * ? Thus then w have Hope y as an Anchor 
of the Soul ^ fur e and fledfajl.y and which enter eth 
into that within the Veil\ lays hold on the pro-i 
mifed State of invifible Glory, whither the Fore^ 
runner is entered for usy totakePoffeffion already 
in our Name, even yefus ^ : whofe gracious 
Words to his Difciples we ought to have con- 
ftantly prefent to our Thoughts, when Cloud? 
arife and darken our Proipeft, hang over our 
|Ieads, and leem ^eady to burft upon us, 
%befe Things have Ifpoken unto you^ that in me 
ye might have Feace. In the World ye Jhall have 
Tribulation : but be of good cheer • / have over^. 
(ome the Wor:ld §. Teace I leave with you : my 
JPeace I give unto you: let not your Heart be 
^roid>ledy neither let it be afraid J. 

* Rom.viii. 32. f Heb. vi. 19, 20. 

§ John xvi. 33. ' ^ Johij xiv, 27^ 
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2 Cor. i. 9, lo. 

m 

But we bad the Sentence of Death in 
ourf elves ^ that we Jbould not trufl in 
ourfelvesj hut in God which raifetb 
the Dead: 

Who delivered us from fo great a 
Deaths and doth delivery in whom 
we trufi^ that he will yet deliver us. 

OUR gracious Sovereign having ap-> 
pointed) of his own mere Motion 
and Perfonal Piety^ a folemn Ac- 
knowledgment toHeaven, for our lateVic* 
tory over the Rebels^ to be inferted in tl^e 
Prayers of this pay, permit me, as far as I 
am able, to be a Helper of your Joy * on that 
happy Occaiion. And may God efFedually 
di^fe us all to rejoice before Him -f- in fo 
wife and religious a Manner, as may lay 
a. fi^re Foundation for his rejoicing over Us to 

5 Vcrfc 24. t Dcttt. xU. !%• 

do 
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Ja us Good*; for Jbds ^itxg on tx> comfort US 
4igail$y after^th Twe tb^ be bad> affUSbd Xhf 
the Tears wberein we bave fuffered Adver-- 

I hope it may promote this BlelTed End, if 
.ii»e confider our Gondidon in the ^ame Vie^j 
in which the Text places before us thstt of the 
Apoftle St. Bauly coibprehending an Account, 

I. Of his Danger : A great DMtby:Of ^icb 
he had the Sentence within bimfelf. 

II. 'Of his Defendier. from it : Ood^ -who had 
^ deliveftdytmddidftiU^ddiv^binu ^, 
in. Of the ReafoRs, for which he. was flrft 

permitted to fall into this Danger, then 
. brought out of it : :/iM be m^ mt^trufi in 
Himfeify hut might trujlin fhdy which raifob 
the J)ead: zs acQordkigly he declares he 
doth; for Deliverances v^et future. 

1. His "Danger : A ^reat Deaths' of which 
%e bad ibe Sentence withiri bVhifelf. Death, be- 
ing the Extremity of temporal 5ufieringsi in' 
the Hebrew Idiom, which expreiles every 
thing ftrongly, fignifies any very dreadful Evil ' 
or Hazard. Thus Pharaoh ^ on the Plague of 
Locufts, begs of Mojes: Entreat the Lord your 

* Jer. »xU«'4i« t Pfatet^c. 1^ : 
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God^ tlmt be may take a^may from me this Death 
€nfy ** But more efpecially Hazard of Life 
goes under that Name. Whence David (peaks 
of himfclf, as counted mth them that go down 
info the Pit ; free among the Deady like the 
Skin that" lie in the Grave ^. Now St. Paui^ 
to ufe his own Phrafe towards the latter End 
of this Epiftle, had been in Deaths often J* 
And therefore the Term, fi great a Deaths 
muft denote, that on the Occafion, to which 
he refers, his Peril was imminent, peculiarly 
terrible, and, humanly fpeaking, unavoidable. 
His own Words are, «^ were prejfed out af 
meafurey above Strength^ injhmucb that noe de^ 
fpaired even of Life §. Farther Pardculai^s 
cannot now be diicovered, excepting on^, 
which he adds, of fmall Confequence to tJs, 
that this Trouble came to him in /ifa. BiSt 
by his Manner of notifying it, and the Warmitii 
of his Defcription, it mufl: have been recent^ ^ 
iince he jwrote the f(irmer Bp^le. 

How lately we have been in like Diftrefi, 
you all know. How great n Death we mwft 
have fuifered, had our Enemies prevailed; 
how total a Deflru£tion of every thing valuH 

r 

♦ Exodus X. 1 7. f Pfalin IxxxTiii. 4, S* 

% Cap. ^.v^. Z2* § Ver..8. 
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able to us on Earth, that can be deflroyecl By 
Man ; I endeavoured to fhew you at the very 
Beginning of their Attempt : and the whole 
Body of the Nation, God be thanked, have 
exprefled the ftrongeft Deteftation of it. May 
neither the Horror of the impending Ruin, 
nor the frightful Probability there was of its 
overwhelming us, ever he forgot. Recoiled:, 
I entreat you, what your fucceffive Apprehen- 
iiohs have been for many Months paft : on the 
early and intire, and eafy Defeat of our Forces 
by the Rebels ; on the defencelefs Condition 
in which the Ifland then was; on their pair- 
ing afterwards, unhurt, by two Armies polled 
to intercept them, and approaching towards thi$ 
Capital ; on the Profpeft of powerful AiSft^ 
ance to them from abroad ; on the credible, 
though happily falfe. Intelligence of our being 
a£hially invaded ; on the fafe Retreat of our 
domeilic Enemies into the North, to join, as 
it was affirmed and believed, with foreign 
Succours there; on our fecond Difappointment 
in Battle, a fetal" one it might have proved 5 oh 
the continual Dangers, to which that heroic 
Prince was expofcd, whofe Prefence and Con- 
duit, and Courage and Aftivity, were fo efflbn- 
tially neceffary for^ animating our difpirited 
4 Troops; 
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'roops ; on thef reafffcmbling and Succefles of 

ir Foes, after a feemirig Dcfpondency and 

- ^tiperfion ; on the Largenefs of their Num- 

$rs> the Adt^antages of their Situation ; and 

Myi on the ftrdng Report of what was but 

pofliblci a complete Vidory obtained by 

;my when indeed one had been obtained 

sr them^ of 3;^hich we were ignorant. Had 

) not often, during this Period^ fhe Smtenci 

Death wiibin ekrfehfes ? Were we not trou^ 

bud Off every Side-^ ivitbout were Fightings j 

mthin were Fears * j Mens Hearts failing 

them for Fear\ And for looking after thofe Things 

which were coming on the Earth -f* f And had 

we been afked^ at fome Junctures efpeciallyi 

a$ the Prophet was^ in Language akin to that 

of the Text, Can thefe dry Banes live? Can 

this exhaufted Nation rife up again, and (hake 

off the PreffureSi from every Quarter^ under 

which it labours ? What other Reply, at beft^ 

could we have made, than this ? O Lord God, 

thou knowefl J. For furely the wifeft of Men 

did not know : nor could the braveft aniwif 

for the Event, after it had been fc frequently 

* i Cor. vli. 5. + Luke xx|. ^6. 

X Ezek. suoLvii. 34 
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able to us on Earth, that can be deflroyecl i>j^ 
Man ; I endeavoured to fhew you at the very 
Beginning of their Attempt : and the whole 
Body of the Nation, God be thaijked, have 
exprefled the ftrongeft Deteftation of it. May 
neither the Horror of the impending Ruin, 
nor the frightful Probability there was of its 
overwhelming us, ever he forgot. Recoiled, 
I entreat you, what your fucceffive Apprehen- 
fioris have been for many Months paft : oi\ the 
early and intire, and eafy Defeat of our Forces 
by the Rebels ; on the defencelcfs Condition 
in which the Ifland then was; on their pair- 
ing afterwards, unhurt, by two Armies polled 
to intercept them, and approaching towards thi$ 
Capital J on the Profpeft of powerful AiEft- 
ance to them from abroad; on the credibte, 
though happily falfe, Intelligence of our being 
aiftually invaded; on the fafe Retreat of our 
domeilic Enemies into the North, to join, as 
it was affirmed and believed, with foreign 
Succours there; on our fecond Difappointment 
in Battle, a fatal one it might have proved ; oh 
the continual Dangers, to which that heroic 
Prince was expofcd, whofe Prefence and Con- 
duit, and Courage and Aftivity, were fo eflen- 
tially neceffary for^ animating our diipirited 
4 Troops ; 
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Troops ; on thef reaflembling and Succefles of 
ear Foes, after a feeming Dcipondency and 
Diiperfion ; on the Largenefs of tfacir Num- 
bers> the Adt^antagcs of their Situation ; and 
lafUy^ on the ftrdng Report of what was but 
too pofliblej a complete Vidory obtained by 
them^ when indeed one had been obtained 
(Over them^ of ^hich we were ignorant. Had 
we not often, during this Period, fbe Sentence 
rf.Deatb mthiri ekrfehes ? Were we not trou^ 
bi^ Off every Stde-, witbout were Fightings i 
nvithin were Fears * j Mens Hearts failing 
them for Fear^Amdfor looking after thofe Things 
which were coming on the Earth -f* f And had 
we been afked^ at fome Junctures efpeciallyi 
a^ the Prophet was; in Language akin to that 
of the Text, Can thefe dry Banes Jive? Can 
this exhaufted Nation rife up again, and (hake 
off the PreffureSi from every Quarter^ under 
which it labours ? What other Reply, at beft^ 
could we have made, than this ? O Lord God, 
thou knowe/i J. For furely the wifeft of Men 
did not know : nor could the braveft aniwit 
for the Event, after it had been io frequently 
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for he is able to influence^ unpercelved/ not 
only the Coucfe of inanimate Naftire, but the 
Minds of rational Agents, and t# produce the 
greateft Events from the flighted Occafioiis. 
We are often equally ignorant of his Views in 
afting: for ive know but in Part * ; virhereas all 
"Tbing^s are naked and open to the Eyes of Him, 
with whom we have to do -f*. The Imperfedlion 
of our Difcernment therefore rauft be no 
Hindrance to our Faith : but our plain Duty is 
to reverence implicitly ihofe Proceedihgs of 
His, the Manner and Grounds of v^rhich are 
hid from us ; as well as to pay him more parti- 
cular Acknowledgments on account of fuch 
as we underftand. 

For in many Cafes the Hand of God is 
clearly vifible : but no-where more than in 
the Correftion, and yet Prefervation of States 
frofejjing Ins holy and eternal Truth % : as in- 
deed there cannot be on Earth fitter Obje(9:s of 
his righteous Providence. Thus in all Ages 
he hath watched over his Church. Thus 
more efpecially he hath treated this Church 
and Land, ever fince the Reformation : vijk- 
ing our Offences with the Rod, and our Sin with 

* I Cor. xiii, 9, 12. f Hcb. iv. 13. 

X Of&e for NovembeP 5. 
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Scourges i we^rtbekfs bis Uvmg Kindnefs both 
be not utUrjy taken from.uSy nor fufered bii 
Trutb to fail *. Ma^ a time bavejbey fought 
againft me from my Toutb up^ may Ifrael now 
jay ; yeay mizny a time have they affli3ed me 
from iny Toutb up^ but they ha^e not prevailed 
againji me. The Phughers have ploughed upon 
wy Backy and made kng Furrows : but the righ^ 
teous Lord bath hewn the Snares of the Ungodly 
in pieces -f*. And furely in the Troubles, 
which we have undergone of late, a pious 
and thoughtful Mnd may trace evident Foot-- 
fteps of Divine Interpofition. Why elfe, on. 
the one hand, did our Enemies increafe, pre- 
vail, and efcape, fo furprifingly, for fo long 
together ? Why, on the other, did they fo un- 
accountably mifs the faireft and moil palpable 
Opportunities of undoing us efFeftually ; nei- 
ther purfuing at home the Advantages they 
had gained, nor procuring/the Succours, which 
their Friends abroad in all Prudence ought to 
have fent them ? And why, laftly, have they 
allowed us to obtain fo decifive a Vidlory, in a 
few Moments, at the Expence of fo little; 
Blood loft on our Side, (would God their own 5, 

f Pfalm ];2axix. 32, 33* f Ffaloi csai&. i— 4<^ 
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pbor deluded Wret(iie% could hard been 
^ared) when b^h from ^6 Encouragaovent 
<jf their prcccdingSucccflfeSj^ and the N^sceffity 
of exerting themfelves to the utfhoft in this 
€rifis of their Fate, a very obftinsfte Engage- 
ment was to have been cxpcd^edf Whenw 
have thefe Things happened thus, but that 
Go^ ruletb in the Kingdm of Men * ? ^^ 

-^ Lord in^htb the Dei^ices of the People to be pf 
pone EffeSty and fofteth out the Comfdt ^f 
Princes, But the Counfel of the Lord Jball en^ 
dure for every and the Thoughts of bis Heart 
from Generation to Generation. Bleffed are the 
Peopky %iohofe God i^ the Lord Jeho^h ; arid 
blejfed are the Folks that he haib cbofen t$ be bif 
Inheritance «f^. 

Let us learn th<Tefore, and acknowledge* 
for it is a very bad Sign if We are unwiUingj 
that both our Dangers and our Deliverancds 
$ire from above. This v^ill \a no degree leflen 
the Guilt of our Enemies: for they were 
prompted by theif own Wickednefs unjufUy 

. to attepipt, what Heaven for Our Wickednefe 
^ght juftly have permitted, l^for can it ever 
be a Plea for yielding tamely to thdr Enter- 
prizes, that God makes ufe of them to icnng 

f P^nicJ V. 21. t Pfalih ;^u. lo, i|, la. 
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his Purpdcs. We faiow aot ths Extent of 
&€^e Purpofes ; which he will certainly exe-r 
cute, a$ far as they extead : aad are therefor^ 
to d© our evident Duty. If be fuffers our 
ibdneocfaries to attack our mo& valuable Rights, 
i» both, kE^wers ^d commaods Us to de-- 
&ad tbun : mmI they^ who coniider th^mfelv^s 
ss his Inftrumentg for this End, will ^ with 
Vti^tgk^y moine F^tMUhiefd and Zeal, than 
6a:h aa 4re iodpcod by Worldly ^$otiv€s alone } 
which fireijufiiftly oihier worldly Motives, and 
Ibmetimes very triifliag 02%^;^ fmy outweigh ; 
whereas tiiieire is no Comator-^b^ance to a Prin^* 
ciple. of Confcience. Nor doth it in the leafl 
iktraiSt from the Merit of our Soldiers and 
Commanders, that the Salvation of the RJgk^ 
tefita cmelb ^f th Lord^ who alfo is their 
Stren^ in the Time of Troubk *. Every Pre^f 
«niaenQQ 16 more eitinxable for being his Gift | 
eveiy great A^on, for being done by hii; 
Oi^ance : and the higheft of tho^, who hava 
ym»^t this Dcliv^ance for us^ are futrely the 
jnofl: deeply fenfible, that ifeeJH^left of their ^ 
JPifiin^ns 1% being omployedby their Makers 
and FeUew-Workens widi bimi fogp the Sup^ 
port of genuine Religion^ firtuovs l«ibert^> 

Jf 4 ^^^ 
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and publie Happinefs. - This Way of Thinfc 
ing will inipire the moft compofed Modera-^ 
tion, along with the moft undaunted Bravery i 
and whoever makes it the Bafis of his Con-^ 
dud, will be intitled to all Demonftrations of 
Reipec^: from Men s and yet abundantly con^ 
tented with the Honour^ that ametb frtm God 
cnly *. 

Every thing that befalls us therefore, adverfe 
or proiperous, let us look on it as proceeding 
fron^ the juft and good Ples^ur6 of our hear 
venly Father: humble ourielves before him 
in all our AiHi£tions ; and, which is our pre^ 
fent Concern, be thankful to him in all our 

• 

Rejoicings. J^ the Lord Mmfelf had not been 
^ our Side y let Ifrael now fay ^ if the Lord him- 
felf had not been on our Side^ when Men rofe up 
againji us : they hadfwaUawed us up quicky when 
they iverefo wrathfully drfpleafed at us : yea, the 
Waters had drowned us^ — the deep Waters, (f 
the Proud had gone over our Souk But praijed 
be the Lordy who hath not given us over for < 
Prey unto their 7eetb -f-* This is the Lan- 
guage, that expreflfes the Truth of our Cafe : ^ 
and it is of infinite Importance, that we own it 
unanimoufly. For the Sovereign Dilpofer of 
* Johnv. 44. t Pfelmcxxiv. 1—5. 
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Ae Univerfe will neither be denied nor forgot, 
widiout vindicating the Glory of his Name i 
and he hath long ago proncrunced the Sen«r 
tence : Tbey regard not in their Mind the 
Works of the Lordy nor the Operation of bis 
Hands ; therefore Jhall he break them down, and 
not build them up ^. But the Puty and the 
Neceffity of fuch Regard will nior? ^iftindljf 
appear^ by confidepng, 

in« The Reafons, for which the ApoftI« 
was firft brought into Danger, then brought 
out of it : that he might learn by the former 
not to tru/i in himfelfi and by the latter^^ ta 
$rt^ in Gody which raijetb the Dead. 

. Now if there w^ Need of improving St, 
f^aul in this Leflbn^ much more is there of 
teaching it others, And never perhaps was 
any Nation, at l^aft which mj^de Profef- 
(ibn of Faith in Chrift, fb deplorably inat- 
tentive to jt, as ours. Our Wealth, our Fleets, 
pur Valour, have been, for many Years paft, 
till very lately, our continual Boaift. And 
jn vain had the Scripture forewarned us : 
Qurfed is Hey that trujkth in Man, and maketb 

Fkfb 
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M^Jb bis Arm, tmdnebrf^ Bmrt depsurtak frtm 
ibe Lord ^. How then ihoold God convinccr 
us of £> per2udou$ an Error ; and ihew usu. 
&at wc were not ibfficient to ourielves \ By 
0ie very Method, whidi he hath taken, J^ 
bid bis FmCj and we were (r&uUed *f : Stonm , 
rofe around, us } and the moft dangerous,^ 
i^lffaerc we tiiought there was nothing txx 
produce any: our Navy proved no Protect 
tion 5 our Valour funk into panic Terrors j 
ftuT Ricbes wetc on Ae Point oi mating tbem^ 
^hes Wings and fiyingani&ay%y a general Bankn 
ruptcy threatened us ; and wliatthe Kings <f 
ibe Eartby and all the InhAitanti of tf^ World 
Itmsld mt bave believed^ the Aisxgjmy and tbe, 
Bnen^ were near entering into tbe Gates ofje-- 
rujdktn %. Who* could pofSbly have s^pre- 
bended, that the landing of fix or feven Men 
fhould have put this great Nation into fuch 
Confufion ? Who could ever have conceived^ 
that the Difturbers of our Peace fhould have 
multiplied and conquered as they did ; (hould 
have advanced and retreated, and ranged at 
Will through our Land, with fb perfeft Secu-* A 

rity, for fo long a Time ? And what 13 all 

* Jcr. xvii. 5. f Pfal. civ. 29. 

$ Prov« txjxi, 5* X Lam. it. 12. 

this. 
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fllki bm a Gall^ from Go4 to know burfclvcs^ 
md abafe our Pride befiyre him : t( pradical 
Bteclaration, thit m FkJhJhaU^my in his Pmw 
Jenge *. - 

But peccfllry as diis Ixiftrn^tion is, yet fingly 
it is not enough. . When irreligious Perfons 
Jiave f©und by Experience* that they cannot 
peiy on their own Strength, they have no 
other left to rely on ; ^d fo are tempted to 
de%air in their Mictdsy to ikH in their Duty, 
to feek Refisge in cowardly and treacherous 
Artifices for their own Prefervatioji. But very 
different are the Sentiments of the pious Man's 
Heart. Let ever fo unexpe<^ed Cakmitiea 
l^ppen, let ever io alarming Dangers ap-> 
preach, with ever fo little Appearance of fur--- 
mountii^ them : ftill he knows, that nothing 
can be fo dangerous, as to defert the Poft, 
in which God hath placed hixji ; and that 
ffe, ^ho is faithful unto Deaths Jhall receive a 
Crvwn of Life -f. At the fame Inftant there- 
fore, that he faith. There he many that figla 
flgainfl me^ O thou Moji Higheji^ he is enabled 
te fay alfo, neverthelefs^ though I am fometime 
fifraid^ yet fiM: I my Trujl in Thee %. And this 

* I Cor.i. 2p. f Rev. u. 10. 

% Pfal. ki. 2, 3. J. ^ 
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is the Spirit, which God intends to excite, by 
lending, after extrenie Perils, remarkable and 
bidden Deliverances. From thefe it is natu- 
ral to leam Faith in Him, that raifes the Dead^ 
that reftores from the moft heljriefs Condi- 
tion ; and fince he bath deKveredy to form re* 
viving Hopes, that he will yet deliver ; ji^hidti 
we may and ought to do now. He hath given 
us a Viftory ipecdier, cheaper, completer^ 
than we could even have flattered ourfelves 
with. He. hath given it by the Means of a 
young Prince, whofe confefled Abilities, vigi- 
lant Attention, unwearied Diligence, and in- 
trepid Firmnefs, on all Occaiions, as well as 
his wonderful Succeis on the prefent, afibrd 
us the jufleft Ground«of Perfuafion, that he is 
chofen by Providence for the Service and Sup-* 
port of his Father, his Family, . his Country. 
And the fame God, who hath begun tojhewbit 
mighty Hand ^, can, ^ith the fame . Eafe, ac-f^ 
"- coraplifh his good Work, and bring it to Per-» 
fedlion, 

But then, alas! what avails it that he 
can, unle& we have Caufe to trufl that he 
will ? And whence fliall we have this ? 

t Dcut. iU. 24. 
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Thankfulnefs for paft Mercies undoubtedly is 
the Way to fecure future. And juft now we 
ieem in earneft thankful. But if our Grati- 
tude prove to be fuperficisU and fhort-lived,, 
like that of the JewSy They fang Praife unto 
him : but withiti a while they forgot his Works^ 

-they would not abide his Counjeh^ what can we 
escptd: elfe, than Judgments like theirs ? Then 

^ he lift up his Hand againfi them^ to overtbrofw 
them ^. Our State, though vaftly altered for 
the better, is ftiil a vety undeiirable, indeed 
a very melancholy one. Our Burthens are 
unavoidably augmenting^ and our Strength 
wafting. Foreign Force may foon renew our 

: inteftine Commotions : or even, without their 

-Intervention, fubje<^ us ail diredtly to itfelf. 

^ The Failures of our Friends give us, Year after 

/ Year, new Reafon to fay with the Pfalmift : 
O be Thou our Help in Trouble : for vain is the 

• Help of Man *. Put not your Trufi in Princes^ 
nor in any Child of Man : for there is no Help 
in them. Blejfed is He, that hath the God of 
Jacob for his Help^ and wbofe Hope is in the 
Lord his God §. But we cannot hope for the 
Continuance of his Protection, unlefs we 

fPfah cvi. 12, 13, 26. *Pfal.lx. II. 

§ Pfal. cxlvi. 2, 4. 
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tofwer the InteKitif^n frf" it : whidk the Natiifft 
of the Thing, ^s weU as Holy Writ, afikim * 
.11$ is, tJkt i^ing delhere^mt of the Jimds if 
mtr Enemies^ im mty ferueM^ ij^thw Fe^r^i 
It is not th^n^ that we m^ &n agjlinift liim 
Mi'ithout F^ar : that W« may retdrn feemeiy 
|p ^iFqIUiss j^id Vices, th.e Jo^iety md ^m^ 
fanpaeA, horn Vfhxdx we abftaitted, while hoA 
Hand lay heavy npm us* Then we jmo- 
£tf&d to oh&nce Days of fafting andiPeayen 
And what was the Lai^uage of Aem ^ *^'Spare 
^y us,.gQQd Lord# that we may iafely ff^xm to 
^^ be as had as we have rbeen, and woffe ?" 
Surely .not4 Soine indeed expnefled, even in 
&e mid& of Danger^ an open Scorn of tbens : 
others were evidently kept from it by mere oirt^ 
ward Decency. Many however were awaken-^ 
ed, ipoke and thpugkt ferioufly, reiblved 
woU^ .prayed h^rtily« But are dicy not moft 
c^them already, or (hall we not find them 
foon» relapied again into their old Negle^ ? 
iFor fuch hath always been the Courfe of hu-^ 
man Nature, unlefs carefully reftrained by 
Gonfcientious Vigilance. tFken hejkw thetn^ they 
fiugbt bim^ and turned them early ^ and inquired 

t Luke i* 74* 
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i0ir G^ : mi thy rememiireJ^ thai God wot 
tknr Strength^ and the high God tbeit^ Re^ 
de^met* .N^erthekjs^ they did but fatter hint 
mth their MsufK and dijfmbled with him in 
their ^^migue. For their Heart was nta 'sdjok 
woitb him : ^neither Continued thyftedfa/i in Im 
Covenant ^. ^fter this fFeint of RefoniiatioD> 
liuf grew, as Men always do, wickedir tfaaA 
befGtre. And I lieg 3»»i attend to the fin^ 
CoiirGqciehce. 'fFim 'God Jaw tbii^ he wa4 
wroth^ jmd t/sA^fnre Jajj^eafiire at Ifrael: Ik 
delimit their 'Fm6er into Captivity I andthdi^ 
'Beauty tinto the Bmmys Mand tf*« 

if therefore it be aiked, what we ihail dQ 
to iihew our Thatikfulnefs acc^tably, i3s!fi 
Anfimt is ijplain : Walk in all the Command^ 
mends zmd Ordinances of the JUord blamekfs'%^ 
^inti: luadife thofe with more eipecial Zea^ 
iffhich tidier our Circtrmftances particularly 
nqiuie, or our Hearts tell us we have parti<» 
cobirfyttcaii^refled. 

Omimon {Prudence is onecPartof our.Du^^' 
which we ^have unaccountably i%hted. We 
liove incceaied Amufements and Gayetiis 
10 a Degree unexampled, juft when Provi^ 

♦ Pfal. Ixxviii* 34— ^7* t Ver. 60, 62. 
4 Luke L 6. 
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dence hath called us mofl loudl^^ to thou^^la 
ful Confideration. We have incfeafed Expfeh- 
fivenefs to an equal Dfegrec, when perhaps 
our own Fortunes, but ceftainly thofe of 
Multitudes, whom our Example tempts and 
often almoft forces to Imitation, arc incapable 
of bearing it. And both thefe Iridifcretions 
have produced perfbnal Miferies and national 
Inconveniences without Number* We have 
diiregarded^ and affedted to diiregard, die Care 
of our Families, and the proper Bufinefs of 
our feveral Employments, though fbmetimes 
perhaps important oiies, not only to indulge 
our Appetites, but to gratify our Caprices : 
Behaviour, Jn every Rank and Station,^ fruitful 
of Mifchief ; but in the highery of mofl dread- 
ful and extenfive Mifchief. In Matters of 
liational Concern, we have followed our pri-^^ 
vate Interefls, Refentments, Friendihips, in^ 
ftead of Truth, and Right, and general Good* 
We have framed and fupported ufelefs and 
hurtful Diftindtions and Divifions ; and been 
tinjuflly vehement in mutual Reproaches i 
till our Enen)ies were encouraged to ^cy, 
-diat one half of us was ready to join them^ 
We have vilified our Governors, till we had 
almofl difowned the BlefHngs of Government s 

and 
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isthd it was ve^ near being too late, that our 
AfFeftion to an Eftabllflunent,. on which our 
whole Happinefs depends, revived^ after an 
Indifference, that foreboded immediate Ruin. 
Let us never forget more what we have been 
£o feafonably convinced of now : but always 
efteem as highly our Laws and Liberties, and 
the auguft Houfe that fccures them, as wc 
did in that Hour, when the Hazard of lofing 
them was moft imminent. But let us amend 
in eveiy other Point alfo : and while therq is 
yet Space to repent *, become a fober-mindedj, 
frugal, induftrious, honeft, and united People* 
For we cannot elfe continue a free one : neither 
the Juftice of God,' nor the Connexions of 
human Affairs will permit it. 

Thefe then are fundamental Rules of pri- 
vate Prudence. With thofe of public Wifdom 
we have no Concern here, beyond two Parti- 
culars. The Firfl is, our Obligation to pray^ 
that God would incline thofe, who are in Au-* 
' thority over us, to confider ferioufly what have 
been the Caufes of our Troubles, and diredl 
thetri to proper Remedies : would enable them 
to preferve, both in Punifhments and Precau- 
tions, the true Medium between too great 

■ * 

« * Rev. ii. 21. 
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.Severity and too great Indulgence: would 
jnftruft them, how to reconcile all that wifti 
well to the Community i and how to pre^ 
yent others, from renewing any more our 
Sufferings, or their own- The Second^, 
our confequent Obligation to diftrufl: our owa 
Judgment, radicr than theirs, in Mattaeis (^ 
fuch Difficulty; and to ufe our feithful En- 
deavours, that what they determine may be- 
come eifedhial. 

Rit how rightly foever we are difpofcd in 

thefe refpefts, if we continue to entertain the 

fame Contempt of Religion, which we have 

manifefted for a long Time paft, it is in vain 

to truji, that God will continue to deliver us. 

How much, "or how little Forbearance he 

may exercife, cannot be iaid : but fooner 

or later, except we repent^ we muft perijh *. 

For, let us think of it or not, He is the Ruler 

of the World : and he will approve himfelf to 

. be fuch, by infliding on thofe, who flight him, 

the Vengeance they dbferve. Indeed, could 

he leave them to themfelves ; as the Fear 

tf the Lord is the Beginning of Wifdom -f, 

16 cafting it off is the Inlet of Folly, Reli- 

V 

* l<iike xiii. 3. t Pfal- <*». 10. Prov. ix. lo. 
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' giolie Moti?e§ aire ih^ Obfy obes, that cifn, iti 
ali Ca(a$» either prompt to what is rights or 
iieftrain from What is Wrong, wiili fiiffici^tit 
Force % and when this Tie h broken, no othet 
^ill hold. Reafon plainly (hews it : jScrip^ 
tare hath repeatedly foretold it : the Expe- 
rience of ali Ages confirms it : and there. Is 
no Room left for us to carry the Trial fiu> 
tber, without utto- Deftnidtion. We have 
been finking for a great while, in proportion 
as WO: grew vidbus and profane, till at laft 
We were plunged in the very Depth of 
Piftreis. Once more however, after feem'^ 
ing ^uite. rge£ted> we have received a kind 
l^couragement. But if we let Judgments 
^ukI JMereies bodi be lofl upon us 9 what 
«an. there remain, but final Ruin ? 

Think then with yourfelves, \vhy ihouki 
we not now return to God ? Gratitude is a 
generous Principle of Aftion : and he hath 
furnifhed us with an Opportunity for it. Hope 
is a nobler one than Fear alone. And who 
can tell, what Hope there may be yet for this 
Nation, would we but apply to our offended 
Father with virtuous Penitence ? He can raife 
us Friends where we leaft expefted iti and 
change the Hearts of our bittereft Adverfaries. 

Ma For 
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For be refrainetb the Spirit of Princes ^ andh 
"Wonderful among the Kings of the Earth *. 
When the Ways of a Man pieafe the Lordy he 
tnaketh even his Enemies to be at Peace mtb' 
him f. But if their Enmity continues, he 
can check, he can break their Power, at its 
very Height: ^nd frengthen the Hands ^y di- 
ftdt the Counfels, j^ro^er 'Ae Undfettakmg^* 
of his People 5 fo that no Man Jhallbe able /* 
ftand before them %. For His is the Greatnefs^ 
and the Glory ^ and the Fi^ry^ and the Ma^ 
jejly 4 : Por the Kingdom is the Lor if s and 
He is the Governor ammgfi the Nations c^. Let 
it be thy Pleajiirey O Lordy to deliver us : make 
Hajlfy O Gody to help us. Let all thofe that 
feek thecy be joyful and glad in thee: andjucb 
as love thy Salvation Jay ah&ayy The Lord be 
fraifed ++. ^ 



* Pfal. Ixxvi. 12. t Prov. xvL 7. 

§ Neh. vi. 9* X Jofh. i. 5^ 

4. iChr.xxix. II. <^ Pfal. xxiu aS« 

•H- Pfak xL 16, 19. 
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John v. 14. 

Aftirward Jefus findeth bim in tbt 
Temple^ and /aid unto him^ Bebold^ 
thou art made whole .* Siri no more^ 
leji a worfe thing come unto thee, 

AFTER fcvcn yearly Faft^ we have . 
now throcigh God's Mercy, before 
we have defefved it, one Day of 
general Thankfgivkig : and'furely our Con- 
cern is to employ it {Oy that we may hope for 
more. Now there can be no wifer or kinder 
Direftion for this Purp^fe, than that of our 
Lord in the Text. He had juft healed the 
Perfbn to whom he ipeaksi and therefore cer- 
tainly did not mean to ufe him harfhly in thefe 
Words. : but indeed to (hew him ftill greater 
Goodnefs, than he hafl done already; as much 
greater, as Spiritual and Eternal Welfare is 
than Temporal. His Cure had been the hea- 
vieft' of Misfortunes to him, had he behaved 
intprbperly upon it. But yejiis found bim in 
the Xetnpky whither probaWy he went with a 

M 4 devout 
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6mmA lieart,' to g|v^Go(^:|^mife^ This || 
tniibd well concerning him : yet by na me«j 
rcnd^rd a ftrong Warning to him luperfluol 
permit me therafore, finding You, and Go. 
be thanked that I find fo many of you« in die 
Temple oh a like Ocdafidn, to treat you in a 
like Manner. And think it not ftrange,^ I her 
f(pech youj if at pre&at you hear not folely the 
Voice of Jfo/, though never was a jufter Oceans 
fion for it, but are exhorted, even how, to 
Jerve the h^ri in FeoTj (md rejoke unto him 
with Reverence *. I hppe XOBny^ Xcachers of 
his Word will dwell this Day? on . the faine 
Subje<fl : for the Advice, here give» by our 
gracious MaAer, ; comprehends • every thing 
that our Condition requires* 

I. A thankful Senfc of the Blefling, which we 
, have received. Behold^ tBou art made whole. 

II. A firm Refolution of virtuous Obedience 
in Return for ih Sin no more. 

III. A prudent Confidera^on of the Danger 
of behaving othcrwife. I^ejl q worfe thing 

come unto thee. 

. f . ■ • • 

•«. ♦ - • > > 

I. Athankful Seqfe of theBlefili^, which WC 

have received. B^boU^ thot( i^t wiade iffbolf. 

At 
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At this Time iaft Y69r> an4 for nutny* 

Mondi$ after> we had a very afiiiditig Senfe of . 
the Judgments^ that threatened us : iht whole 
Nation had it, and with the utmofl Caufc« Oixr , 
BtefigioO) our Liberties^ obr Lives, our public 
Independence, our private Properties, were all 
at Stake* Our Forces were few, unfiicceisfuU 
and diiheartened : the Rebels were numerous 
fluflied withViftory, and increafin^. Then, be- 
fides what appeared, we knew not how mudi 
more Evil we had to apprehend, from abroad 
or at home, from die Fury of our Enemiesj 
from the Coldnefs of our Friends. The Dan-* 
ger too was ho le& immintot than great : and 
i»uft foon cruih us, if not foott averted* Wc* 
faw, and felt, and trembled at it s we exerttd: 
ourf^lves againft it with a Spirit, never known 
ampngft us before : and God forbid we fhould 
have forgotten, God forbid we £hould ever for- 
get, the Impreilions that we had £q lately, firft 
of the Terrors impending over us, then of the 
Felicity of their fudden Diiperfion. 

It is true, we are not yet perfeSly wiok^ 
Far from it. Heaven knows. But what would 
y^c have given once for fo happy an Approach 
tpwards it, as we how poi&fs ? Our domeftic 

Foc$ 
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I 

Foes are faUen in Bdlde^ or cut off by Jfi^e; or 
' driven into other Lmde, or abfeonding in Cor- 
ners of their own> ]ni|x>veri£hed and di&rm^ 
cd^ and taught by Experience neither to rtfy 
on themiclveS) nor their l^thlefs Allies. Ouir 
Soldiery have recovered their ancient Courage 
ttnd Charader* The Nation in general hath 
united in adtive Loyalty : we are known and 
trufled one by another ; known ami dreaded 
by our Adverfaries, who had ftrangely mi& 
taken our inteftine Divifions, bad as they were, 
for fbmething much worfe* Our Diften^per is 
at leaR expelled from our Vitals^ and driven Co 
die ex^me Parts. We have Notice^ we have 
Time^ to provide againft a Return of it : and 

poffibly at prcfent France may be feeling from 
us, in her own Dominions^ a finall Share of 
the Sufferings, which She pr6je£ked for Ours, 
while We are enjoying in Peace all that we 
feared to lofe. Whatever we may want there- 
fore to make our Happinefs complete, we ought 
to be moft deeply fenfible, that our Portion ef 
it is remarkably large : fo large, that there is 
not furcly a Nation upon Earth, with which- 
any one of us, in the mrdft of alt that we have 
to complain of and lament, vrould be willing' 
on the whole to change Conditions. 

But 



J 
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But'thei}> as often as we coMfider to how 
comfortable a Degree we tre wAo^, we ihould ' 
^ways wcolltdiy by what Means we weic 
maiic niobok* Our Saviour was IkX afbid thtt 
poor Man, whom he cured, ihould forget that 
he had regained the Ufe of his Limbs» but 
bow he had regdned it. And if He, who 
bad been nuraculouily healed, yet had need of 
being renunded to whom he owed his Health : 
much more fbould we„ who have beei^ faved 
by the c»dindry Methods of Providence be 
careful to iix it in our Hearts, whence the 
ineftimable Benefit was, d^ved. And here 
let. us allow t^eir. full Proportion of Praiife, 
even to the homln Means ; to the Juitice iuid 
MMnefs of his Majefty's Government, and 
the Proipeft of continued Security and Tran^ 
quiUity under his Defendants ; Bleflings, which 
die Riique of loling excited the moil vigorous 
Eflforts for prcferving.; to Ae Valour, the Pru-- 
dence, the Vigilance, the Adivity of his illu-' 
firious Son ; to the Bravery and Indignation, 
thus inipired into his Oncers and Troq>s ; to 
the unexampled Unanimity, Zeal, and Libcr 
fality of his faithful Subje6ts, the Nobility, the 
Gwitryj the Clergy, the Commonalty of the 
Realm Let us ever acknowledge our Obliga- 
tions 
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tions to the Merits of all thefe. But ftill let 
us remember, that Men are only Inftruments 
in the Hand of die Almighty, We have* 
owned this all along by our Prayers : let us 
own it fincerely in our Thankigivings alio ; 
and not receive, without fixitable Gratitude, 
whit we begged with fuch uncximmon Ear- 
neftnefs. It is juft as true at this Hour, 
as it was then, that except the Lord keep the 
City^ the Watchman waketb but in vain ♦. 
From his Diiplealure came our Danger: from 
his compalEonate Goodnefs, our Deliverance. 
therefore dejpife not either the Chajienings or 
die Mercies of the Almighty^ For he maketbfore 
and bindeih up : he woundeth^ and his Uandi 
make whole ^. It cannot be lefs criminal to,-' 
wards God than Men, it is unfpeakably 
'more, to afk Afliftance, and when we have 
had it, not acknowledge it. He doth not in-* 
deed want our Acknowledgments: but he 
hath ftill an equal Right to them ; and that 
he requires them not for 'his own fake, but for 
ours, is furely no Reafon, why we fhouid with- 
hold them. 

But you will fay, « We do acknowledge 
«< God's Mercy in delivering us, and will ne-^ 

* Pfalm cxxviL %. f Job r. 17, 18. 

" ver 
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<« vci- deny k.'* But if after a while you never 
think of it more, you might almoft as well 
deny it. Or if you think of it, and are not 
moved by it^ that is worfe than forgetting it« 
Or fuppofe you have ever fo warm a Feeling 
qf\ his Favours, yet if you refufe to make a 
proper Return for them, this is worft of alL 
And what Rejbirn doth he demand? Some 
hard and unnatural, or expensive and ruinous 
Service? No: the raoft reafonable thing in 
itfelf, and the mqil beneficial to XJs and our 
Fellow-Creatures, that poffibly can be : what 
the Text expreflcSt 

II. A firm Refolution of virtuous Obedi* 
ence. Behold j thou. art made ivhole: Jin m 
more. God hath been gracious to you: be 
you dutiful to him. Sin is at all times equally 
^ abfurd and ill-deferving. It is letting up our 
own perverfe Will againfl; the Authority of 
our Maker and Sovereign Lord ; our own PajP- 
(ions and Caprices, againfl: the Wifdom of our 
heavenly Fatther : thinking, that we can pro- 
.Iper in Oppofition to the Almighty 9 or if not, 
preferring Rebellion and Mifery to Fidelity 
and Happiijefs. But to fin on, diredtly in the 
Face of diftinguifhing Mercies, juft' vouch-^ 

fafed. 
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fafcd, this id th« moft (hocking Aggrmdon 6f 
the w)rft thing in the World: a Crime f6 
hcinoos> that perhaps you may refent beilig 

* diought bad enough to need a Caution dgtinft 
it* But the impotent Man> whom our Sa^ 
vkur healed, was not^ that we know, a Sinner 
beyond others. And therefore, could we of 
thefe Nations truly fay, that we are not fuch 
neither ; fHll the Caudon, given Him, would 
be aieafbnable one to Us. We have at leaft 
finned enough to deferve what we have fuf- 
iered,whidi is more than a little. And had 
we deferved nothing farther, yet, as EUhu tt^ 
marks in "the Cafe of ^oby Surely it is meet to 
ii faid unto Gody I haw born Chajiifementy I 
vill not offend any more *. 

But, to fee haw far fuch Advice is neceflary 
for us, it will be reqtiifite, not to keep in Gene- 

, rals, but defcend to Particulars. And they muft 
te fuch, as relate to each of us ih our pri- 
vate Capacities : for I am not fpeakihg now 
!to Bodies of Men, or to fingle Peribns in 
high Stations. May God bdlow plentifully 
on all fuch, Grace to confider, what the Warn- 
ing* J'^^ «^ ^^^^, dire<as Them to, while we 
confider, what it direds Us to. And I appre- 

• Job'toxir. 31. 

hcnd 
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bend the prcfent Occafion calls upon us to 
^void, for time to come, four Kinds of Sin 
eipecially; to diiregard Religbn no more^ 
to miibchave towards our Rulers no.njore 5 to 
encourage Party-Diiputes and Contentions no 
more; to indulge extravagant Pleafures and 
Amuiiements no more. 

!• To difregard Religion no more. Per- 
haps this is the Nadoo upon Eaith, where it is 
i:eg:arded the leaft> (our Negl«a of God's Wbr- 
ifaip. in our Churches, our Families, our Clo- 
jfets ; the impious Talk, the infidel Books, that 
abound every-where, afford lamentable Evi- 
dences of it) though we have confefledly the 
greateft Bleflings to incline us to be religious, 
and the moft rational Inftrudion how to be fo. 
JMotwithftandtng this, who i& there amongft us, 
of any Age, that doth not perceive, how mu<^h 
<:ommoner and opener bodi Indifference and 
Frofanenefs are grown within his own Time, 
, within a finall Part of it ? Who was there 
amongft us lately, of any Thought, that did not 
ftrongly fear we were become fo intircly un- 
concerned about the Matter, that ev6n Popery 
would have had no Terrors for us ? God be- 
thanked, it hath proved^otherwife. And per- 
mit me to add, let Them be thanked alio, by 

whofe 
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whofe long defpifed and reproached Labour^, 
a Spirit of Piety had ftill in fomc meafure been 
kept jalive : and by whofe earneft and fcafbn- 
able Exhortations an uncxpcfted Degree of 
Pr6teftant Zeal was principally raifed. Do us 
the JulHce then tq bear it In Mind, ' that you 
wanted our Help, and you had it. The Ene- 
mies of the Government avowedly hate us for 
what we have done : if its Friends will not 
love us for it, our Cafe is hard indeed. But> 
however you think of \Js^ learn at \a& to 
think of the Religion we profefs, as the trueft 
Support, indeed as an effential Part, of our 
happy Eftablifhment, Not that prefcrving it 
for political Purpofes alone will be at all fuffi^ 
cient : they, who aim at no more, will comti 
ihort even of that. God will difappoint them. 
Men will fee through them: and Infedtion will 
ipread from Hypocrify, as well as Profligate^ 
xiefs, though not quite fo faA, yet till at length 
the whole Frame is corrupted and deftroyed. 

You may plead, that however profane thf 
Nation may be, we are anfwerable each for 
himfelf only. But indeed, ib far as our Beha- 
viour can properly influence, we are anfwer- 
able beyond ourfelves. Do we then endea* 
. vour to difcountenancc Irreligion, and encou- 
4 rage 



w^ 
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rage Sidrioufriefs In tilole whcJ belong to us, irf 
thafc with whom we converfe? Do we, as 
our Savioujr hath enjoined us, confefsHim ^- 
fore Mm *? Or do we not oh many Occa- 
fions outwardly iappear ajhamed of hiniy white 
inwardly our Hearts^ cbndemn us for it ? 
• Biit were We to anfwcr for ourfelves alone^ 
what Anfwer could we give .? We are as good 
as others, perhaps. And what if Qtkers be 
very bad ? Will that excufe Us from being what 
the Word of God, and our ovvn Confciences, 
tell us we ought to be ? If not, are we indeed 
fuch ? Is Concern for our future Happinefs, 
is Reverence and Love of God, the great Prin- 
ciple within our Breafts ? Do we really love' 
him- the better for thefe very Mercies, for 
which we are now met to praife hini ? We 
hope fo, perhaps. • But what Proof have we 
given of it, by ferving hini better fince? And 
if none, while the Motive was frefli upon our 
Minds, what is to be expefted afterwards, un- 
lefs the prefent Call awaken us,, as Heaven 
grant It majf?** 
' 2. The next Poiilt of InftruAion is, to mif-' 

.\ «... s^ 

behave towards our Rulers no more. The 
Connexion is infegtarable. Fear God: honour 






* Match. X. 32. Luke xit.'S; 
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the Ksng *• For by Him Kings reign^ mi 
Princes ruk ; Nob/eSy and aU the Judges of the 
Earth -f . Yox; which Reafoft We arq tp re- 
.^eft, not only the Perfbn of our Soverc^f 
but, to ujfe the Apoftle'^ Words, All that «r^ 
in Authority %. For without a Number ,of 
fuch, Governnaent cannot be adminiilered. 
And Profeflions of Duty to Him, with ui^mft 
Bitternefs againft thofe whom he intrufts> and 
caufelels C^pofition to the Meafiires they ad- 
vife, betray either grofs Infinccrity, or pitiable 
Wcaknefs^ or ak Impetuofity of Temper, tkyt 
fhould be better governed* Thi? however 
doth not reftrarn thofe, to whofc Rank or Of- 
fice it belongs, from ufing the faithful, though 
poffibly fometiiiies unpleafing. Freedom of 
giving fuch Counfel, or propofing fuch Laws, 
as public-lpirited Prudence ^pears to dirc<3:. 
Nor doth it reftrain any one from exprefling^ 
in a proper manner, his Opinion of whatever 
public Meafures may confiderably afFe^ Hiflp^ 
or the Whole, provided he hath Ground ta 
think himfelf a Judge of jthem. But it oi}ght 
to reftrain all Perfons from being vehement,, 
and judging harflily, where perhaps they arc. 

• I Pet. ii. 17, f prov, Yiii. 15, i5* 

X 1 Tim. ii. ip 

unqua-» 
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Unqualified to judge at all: from indnlgiiig 
fiich Behaviour, fuch Language^ o^ even. Cnch 
Notions, as are injurious to Governors, or hurt^ 
ftil to the Ends of Government i as may ex- 
cite or cherifli Difloyalty, or unreafonable Dif- 
latisfad:ion, or barely promote Unconcerned* 
iiefs about thoi^, whom Providence hath fel 
over Vs. 

How far we have beeh guilty of theft 
things^ it is much fitter that each one ihould 
think ferioufly for himfelf, (for it is a very feri- 
ous Matter) than that any one fhould take 
upon him to tell others^ eipecially from this 
Place. I fhall only f$y therefore^ that every 
Sort of Perfons may have been guilty : fom^ 
by wrong Compliances, and Abufe of Power 
and Favour i £bme by ill'-founded Complaints 
and Reientment8 3 all by diiguiiing ^ififh 
Views under plaufible Prctencesi But who^ 
ever the Crinainals are^^ the Crime is very great*. 
Not only thofe in Authority fufFer by it, whea 
they ought not, which alone is grievous Inju^ 
ftice, but the Community in general fufFera 
deeply with them* The wrong Things of 
tfus Kind, which are faid and done, give th^ 
JDl-defigning dreadful Advantages againft their 
Superiors i and hurry the Incoilfiderate, even 
••:: N a who 



i8o SERMON Vlt 

who mean well, into Wildneflcs almoft incre^' 
dible. Nay, die Wife and Good are infenfi- 
bly cooled and alienated by them. And then 
is the Juni^ure for attempting to overturn a 
Conftitution. We have felt this : and there- 
fore we fhall be inexCufable, unlefs we re- 
member Jt 5 remember to abjlain from all 
Appearance * of Undutifulnefs ; to keep tmr 
Mouths nviih a Bridle ^ while the Wicked or the 
Weak are before us ^ ^^ on no Occafipn to ex- 
ped more from our Rulers, than we juftly 
may from human Creatures, like ourfelves ; 
to bear it patiently, if our moft equitable Ex- 
pedlations are not always anfwered 5 and accept 
and acknowledge every worthy Deed they do^ 
and furely they have done many, with all 
Thankfulnefs %. Adling thus, very probably, 
might have prevented the late Rebellion,, and 
inay prevent another. 

3. A further Caiition, clofely connedted 
with the preceding, is, to encourage Party Con- 
tentions no more. For they always break in, 
and ufually to a high Degree, be it ever fb 
uiidefign^d at firft, on die RefpetS: owing to 
our Governors* Or could that be avoided, 

* I Thef* V* 22. . t Pfalm xabc. .1. 

% Afts xxivj, 2, 3. 

4 one 
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one Side will be tempted to patronife, for 
the f^e of Popularity, what they know, or 
cafily might know, is wrong ; to oppofe what 
is ufeful, or even neceflary 5 to conftrue the 
worthieft and wifeft Conduct unfairly^ ta 
prefer the Support of their Caufe before the 
Service of the Public -, to imagine or pretend, 
that the Prevalence of it will produce every 
defirable EfFed ; when both Reafon and Ex- 
perience demonftrate, that little, if any, Good 
is like to follow from it, and poffibly much 
Harm. The other Side, in return, are tempted 
to rqedl what they ought to forward 3 to infift: 
on what they ought to give up j to opprefs -^ 

their Adverfaries by fuperior Power ; to acr- 
cufe them of being what they are not, till 
perhaps they provoke them into being whjjt 
they would not . be. And on both Sides 
Aefe Diiputes engage Men's principal Atten^ 
*tion to the Negleft, of their ccMnmon Wel^ 
fare ^ drive them into doing b^d Aftions, and 
-countenancing bad Perfons,; make foreign 
Friends afraid to rely upon us; and both 
foreign and domeftic Enemi^ bold to enter- 
prife againft us. Their |ate Enterprifewas 
chiefly fouaded on our Divifions : which nef- 
,^er TJieyi por indeed V^e,. coujd havb ima- 

N J gined 
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gined would have fufFcfcd us ito unite agsuaft 
them fo fbon, and fo heartily, a$ wc did. Ood 
be praifcd, who inclined our Hearts to it : but 
let us ^j9, m imre. Each Party feos, that tha 
odier have finned : each mi^t fee, that th^ 
have finned the^lfelves^: both muft fee that 
the Event was nearly pernicious : let \i& take 
Warning for the future. 

But it Will be of fmall Advantage not te 
bppofe one another, if we all agree In behave^- 
ihgamifs: and' therefore, 
' 4 . The laft Caution is, to indulge extravagant 
Pleafures and. Amufements no more. It isixit 
too vifible, how tntich, livihg intirely to Trifles 
and Follies haih incrcafed io^ the upper Part of 
the World : and: Madnefe for Diverfions and 
Entertainments^ even in the niiddle and lower; 
together vvidx mcfft jMrofligate Intemperance and 
©ebauchciy in the loweft of all. Now vicious 
Jndulgencies are deftru(3ive to our .temporal, 
as well as QtirSplrituallntBrefts j to the Health 
iiuad Strengthi that fhould labour for and dc- 
icnd the Public ; to the Honefty and Regula- 
rity, that (hould fecure private Peace andCom*- 
fort. Merely imprudent Gratrficadons, by de- 
vouring Time and. Money, as they do beyond 
IcnagUiation, deftroy Indidftryy and.propagMe 

Poverty i 
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Poverty; which, wcmuft be fenfible, is making 
yearly frightful Advances upon us. And wheii 
/ Wickedncfs is inftigated by Neceffity, the 
worft of CQnfequences may juftly be appre- 
hended, Thofe of mean Rank arc then fully 
»pe for any Mifchief i and what Mifchicf 
tnight we not have dreaded from them ten 
Months ago, had Providence permitted the 
Rebels to reach our Capital ? Perfons of bet- 
ter Condition, when diftrefled, will too often 
facrifice every other Confideration to the ur- 
gent one of fupplyiftg their Wants, real or 
landed; prefer their own prefent Profit, ibme« 
times a trifling Profit, before the common 
Safety; heigh^ gropndlefs Diibontents, to 
take Advantage of them ; nay, join in Rebels- 
lion it&If againfl thfiirConfciences; of which 
we have lately had a moft remarkable Exam- 
ple, and ingenuous Confeflipn *. May it prove 
an iif?fvil Prev?nt»v? I 

A farther great jEvil is, that immoderate 
Lovers of Pleafure will of courfc favour the 
yileft Wretches, who cqntributeto their Enter- 
tainment ; f nd too frequently depretiate the 
worthij^ft Character, if it be a grave, one: 

• See Fbjt^f^s Account of the Behaviour of the iatc Earl . 

. N 4, whence 
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whence proceed InconveniehcieB without 
Number. But were this defpicable -'Inclination 
hurtful no otherwifc ; it would be extremely 
fo, by taking off the Mind from Application to 
Things of Moment. Even in Perfpns the 
leafl coniiderable, ; Indolence, and Inattention 
to their proper Bufinefs, may have e;;ctenfive 
bad EfFedts : and when it grows general among^ 
fuch, it fenfibly impoveriflies and weakens^ 
jmd tends to ruin a Nation. But they, who 
are intrufted with Matters of Importance, may, 
not :only by a Series of Negled, but by the 
ill-timed Indulgence of an idle Hunaour for a 
Day or an Hour,: caufe irretrievable Mifchief 
to a Society, that hath purchased and depends 
on their beft Vigilance and Induftry : which 
therefore arc due to it,, not only in Point of 
Honour, but of indiipenfable moral Obligation 
in the Sight of -God • 

Thefe, I apprehend, are the chief Particu- 
lars, in which we fliould learn, from being 
made whole, to fin no more. And every 
one fliould apply them to examine and direfl: 
himfelf, not to inveigh againft others : and 
ren^ember, that the utmoft Pun&uality and 
Zeal in ibn^e forts of his Duty, will not be 
accepted, as an Atonement for tranfgreffing or 
overlooking any pfth*-Tcfl:, HI. 



SJE R M ON VIL 185 

III. The laft general Head, comprehended 
in the Advice of the Text, is, A prudent Con-; 
^deration of what may follow, if we difre- 
gard it : ^in no more^ kjl a worfe Thing come 
unto thee. Perhaps we may think, that nothing^ 
worfe can come. And lb perhaps thought the 
poor Man, to whom this was faid iirft ; for his. 
Illnefs had been a very deplorable one. . Yet 
our Saviour gave Him the Warhing : and let 
Us take it alio. Whoever goes on to ofFend> 
after receiving fignal Mercies, is pldnly a 
greater Sinner : and let him not doubt, but 
God can fend him a heavier Puniihment, even: 
in this World, and make bis laft State worje- 
than tbejirft % Indeed, ihould only what iwe 
have already felt retiim upon us : the Tender^ 
nefs of a wounded Part will augment both 
the Fear and the Pain. And how little 
Probability of it Iqever we difcern, as doe 
dreadful Danger bath grown up out of no- 
thing, fo may a dreadfuUer of the fameNa^* 
tare. Our Sins, if we amend not, will en^ 
&eble and divide us yet more s our inteiline 
Foe? may take new Courage : our foreign 
pnes may fupport them better: Qod may 

f Matt. jw. 45, 
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ttfuCc intirely i^ g^ forth m^ cur H^/tiff*; 
and any thing may have any EfFed, that he 
plea(es. Hkhetto we have only been wafhed 
by the Waves : the next time we may fink 
under ^em :, that furely would be worfc^ 
And they, who have now fuffwed io mocli 
£:om us, would with Reafon become vaftiy^ 
more fcurmidable to us, were ^y to, fucceed 
hereafter, than if they had fuccecded latdy* 

But where is the Impoffibility, that withf 
out the Help of Enemies at home, the^ power ip: 
fill and inveterate one, which we have abroad, 
xnay enilave us ere long immediately to itfplf ; 
apd That without grantbgcven the fl^ort JRe^. 
piieve to our Religion^; Liberties^ ^d PrppeTr*^ 
ties^ which perhaps from the formed we might 
hopi I . Chit only .Dtefeoce ftgvnft hpth ia 19 
God's good ProvidenoQ i' ^ml our o^ly QnounA 
of Truft in that is. If we^/r mttmre. FiPf frgflf 
Provocatbns, it nraft be exp^Sbed^ wiU hns^ 
en ie wrer Judgments. Let us often jrecdljQ^ 
then^ that He^ who: hadi d^vered us out of 
diye Hand of our Eneniies, £an . full . as ^sifil^ 
deliver us into it: and if he doth JiQt>.fiitt 
Jiiath us continually in Jiis owtu Bvery tbil!^ 

f Pfal. cviii. 11. - 

• ^ 3 terrible 
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terrible, Fire, Famine, Peftilence, waksonhrt 
Orders. At this inftant we are fufiering hea- 
vily by the laft, though hitherto confined to 
our Cattle, But how much longer and morfi 
general a Ravage it may make amongft Thena^ 
or to what other Species of Creatures it majc 
extend at length, and whether not to our owjij 
which of us can jfay ? . -; 

But indeed, without any other Scourge at 
Bll, Sin alon^> by the natural Confoquences, 
which Heaven hath originally annexed td 
it, is able to ruin us very, completely. Conr 
tempt of God and our Duty may overturn 
on a fudden, but muft undermine gradually^ 
in proportion as it prevails, every Bleffing . 
that we enjoy ; fill every Family witli Dit 
wders and Diftreffes, aboliih mutual Faitb 
and Confidence, open a wide Door to Fraud 
' and Force, defeat the Execution of Juftic^ 
jmake our envied Conftitution ineffed:ual to 
its great Ends, and turn all the Good of k 
into Evil : till we are able to bear^ as was dM? 
ancient Complaint in like : Circumftanccs^ 
ri^kher our Difeafes^ nor their Remedies *. The 
;more Immorality Ipreads, the deeper Root 

* Li7. Hift. Prsrf. 
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it ifaikes: tke DlfHculties of checking it 
increafe j the Numbers and Vigour of thofc 
who endeavour to check it, lefien^ Some 
Diftempers, by the Fermentation^^-which they 
excite, work their own Cure. But Wicked- 
nefs is a Gangrene, which deftroys the Part it 
ieizes : and, if it approaches towards being 
univerial, muft end in Death. External Force^' 
like an acute Difeafe, though for a time it bears 
down all before it, may ftill, by the Vigour of 
Nati^re, be thrown off unexpededly : but an 
internal Principle of Diflbhition, that hath 
<iorrapted the whole Mafs of Humours> ad^ 
mits no Relief. 

Or fuppofe a finful Nation, either by flop- 
ping fhort of the Extremity of Sin, or by an 
uncommon Delay of Divine Juftice, neither 
of which can reafonably be expefted, were 
to efcape temporal Ruin ever fo long : yet 
there will be a ^worfe^ an infinitely nvorfe Things 
come without fail, and that very loon, to every 
Sinner in it ; the final Vengeance of. God in 
the next Life: which will be, as it ought, 
peculiarly fevere on thofe, who de^ije theRich^ 
of his Forbearance and hong-fuffering \ ard 

mil 
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'dill not knoWy that his Goodnefs leads them ta 
Repentance ^. 

I am very fenfible, that this may appear a 
comfortlefs, an intimidating Manner of Ipeak- 
ing to you : and exceedingly unluitable to ib 
joyful a Solemnity, as the prefent But why 
liien will not all who hear me, why will not 
this whole Land refolve on that Amendment, 
without which no true .Comfort can be admi-- 
niflered to them ? Jlelieve us then from the 
Neceffity, for we itii;wft deal fJftthfuUy with 
you, of faying on Thankfgivings juft the fame^ 
terrifying Things, thi(twe do on Fafts. It would 
afford us th^lbigliyKi^ Delight to omit them, on 
both : to fet before you only pleafing Views, 
and defcribe your Condition in the Language of 
the Pfalmift : HaJ>fy are the People ^ who are in 
fucb a Cafe : yea^ bleffedare the People ^ who have ' 
the Lord Jor their God*. It is intirely your 
own Fault, that Motives of Fear are ever men* 
tioned to you. Our gracious Maker hath fur- 
niihed us plentifully with a much better 
Ground of Obedience, by *the numerous Mer- 
cies, which we have long enjoyed, and ftill 
continue to enjoy. Think but a little of the 

f^Rom. ii» 4. ^ • Pfal. Qxliv; 15. 
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tbenty fir ^jobom nothing is prepared y for this 
Day is holy unto our Lord : neither be yt ftnrryy 

for the Joy of the' Lord is your Strength. And 
all the People went their way^ to eat and to drink^ 
and to fend Portions^ andto^ make ^reat Mirth j 

JbecauP they had underftood the Wbfdsythat were 
declared unto them'^. 

* Neh. viii. 7, 8, 9, xo, ia» 
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Psalm cxxii. 6^ 

pray for the Peace tf Jerufafcm ; 
Tiey pail profper^ that love thee. 

GO D hatk phnted m die Hearts^ of 
Men, and it is a ftrong Proof of his 
Goodnefs to us, a Principle of ten- 
der mutual Benevolence; which Reafbn en« 
joins us to exert on all Occaiioiis : and Reve« 
ktion both direatens ourTranfgreffion of this 
,Rule with die fevereft Punifhments, and en- 
courages our Obfcrvance of it by Promifes of 
iht moft efiedual Ailiftaace and nobleft Re- 
wards. But as dl Mankind is an Objedt too 
large, for the Generali^ of Peribns to eni-» 
brace in their AfFe£tions, and for the reil to 
think of a&ually benefiting; the Scripturp 
hath very juftly aj^opmted our Love, to our 

Neighbour : to every one, who is any way 
brought near enough to us, to be capable of 

receiving any Service or Mark of Kindnefs 

from us : according, to our Saviour*s moft ra- 

O 2 tiofial 
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tiqnal Explication of that Tpnn *. Aixd eacl\ 
Nation of the Wprld being only a mpre eif- 
tenfive Neighbourhood, of Perfons combined 
together, under one Head, for cpmmon Ad- 
vantage : the Views of th? feyeral Members 
of it may well reach thus far 5 but ordinarilji^ 
fcarce farther. And therefore Lova to our 
Countiy hath been ever confidered, not 
merely as an important and excellent Virtue, 
whiph it always is, when genuine and juai- 
cipu5 ; but as filUng the whole Compafs of 
reciprocal Duty, which k wfually doth, pro- 
vided we proportion it rightly to the various 
Relations, which we bear to each Perfon in 
the Society. Now this is the AfFeflion, which 
thei Pfalniift fo warmly recommends in the 
Text : Feace being well known to fignify, in 
holy Writ, all Sorts of Profperity; zxAJeru-^ 
faktrk being the Centre of Unity of the Jew^ 
People, both in religious AfHiirs and Givil. 
For thither the Tribef fivent up^ ta give Thanks 
unto the Name of tbeJuard: and there was fhe 
Seat of Judgment^ even the Seat of the Houfe. 

^ David -f. 

During the latter P^rt indeed of the Time, 
that their Government fubfifted, they had 

* Luke X. 29, eSrr. \ Pfalm cxxii. 4, 5. 
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hioft of them a Zeal for thek Country, which 
excluded Charity towards the reft of Man- 
kind. But this was a CorruJ)tion, not a Pre- 
cept, of their Religion. For no Law of any 
other Nation ever enjoined fo ftridly both 
Jufticc and Mercy- to Strangers j as theirs : 
though it did jprovide againft ne^dlcfs Inter- 
coiirfe with them, to prevent Imitation of their 
evil Cuftoms. It is true, they were com- 
manded to extirpate the Inhabitants of Ca^ 
naau. But thefe were grown to fuch a Height 
of moriftrous Idolatry, unnatural Lufts, and 
fhocking Barbarities, as the Wifdom of God 
faw to be incurable. And he chofe the 
Ifroelites for his Mimjiersy Revengers to execute 
Wrath upon them *, that they might learn to 
abhor what they ha4 been employed to pu- 
.nifli. This done, their Commiffion expired : 
for it reached to no other Nation. And in 
fadi, they were as quiet Neighbours to the 
Heathen round them, and as dutiful SubjeSs 
to their ChaUeariy Per/ian and Grecian MsAcrSy 
as any other People. Nor did the Text more 
plainly require them to pray for the Peace of 
Jerufalem, than the Prophet y^rm/^A doth, 
to feek the Peace of the City^ whither they were 

* Rom. xiii. 4. 

O 3 carried 
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$arrie4 Captives^ and pra^ uMa the Lord Jbr 

^ Wc need nottherefere fcrople ta Imbibe 
Love of our Ct)untry from the Sacred Writ- 
ings of the yeim ^ and much lefs have we 
Caufe to imagine, a$ fome would perfuade us> 
that this is a Virtue not pr^cribed to Chri- 
ftians. It is true, that as the Romans^ had 
long been ravaging the World, and the Jetmy 
in our Saviour's Days were evidently ruining, 
tiiemfelves ; both of them prompted to what 
they did by a narrow-minded and unjuft Ve- 
hemence for their national Intereft and Ho^ 
Hour : he earneftly recommended, as it was 
Bece(&ry, not the pardculs^ Pa^on, of whicb 
diey had already too much}, but the general 
Dii^ofition, wluch they want^d^ of good Will- 
to all Men. For that is the only iiire Founda- 
tion of fociai Behaviours and while it re- 
gains Pecfons elFedually from doing any 
thing wrong* in favour of their Country, will 
incite them powerfully to do every thing rights 
In teaching this Doftrine therefore, and in- 
deed throughout his whole Cpndud, he (hew- 
ed the kindeft and wifeft Regard to his un- 
^efcrving Fellow-Citizens i for whom, ill as. 

lkU» 
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he was' treated b^ diem^ he fully appeab td 
have had the rfioft afi^diohahi Concetit* Wit* 
nefs his Tears and padiedc Etpoilalations : 
Jerufidcm, Jeru&lem, tUxm that idlkfi the Pro^ 
fheti^ nndjhneji them that: are fint unto thee : hew 
vfien timid I hiM gathered th) Children together^ 
tven as a Hen gathered her Chi dens under her 
fFtngs^andyittmldntt^, If thou hadft kmwHy 
Of as it rather fliould be tranflated, that thm 
badft known f en^n iboUy m kafi in this thy Day^ 
the Things^ vMcb iekng unft> tt^ Peace f. 
Witnefs again his pmmsi^oty Comrtiand ^ even 
after he had been crucified diere^ that Repent^ 
ance and RemJ^n of Si A Jhould he preached in 
Us Nanu » all Nations^ beginning at Jerufe- 
lem X* '^^ ^^^^^^ he^ok Sym^thy his great 
Apoftie St. Paul exprefies> after the {f^tttk 
Uiage, in^die ftroogeft Manner, for Us Bre^ 
threny his Kinfmen^ according to the Flejhy de- 
claring folemnly before Chriji and the Holy 
Ghofy that he had great and continual Sorrow 
and Heavinefs in his timrt on their Account §•' 
He hath not indeed exhorted the ChMians, 
whom he favoured widi his Epifttes, to the 
I^ve of thek feveral Countries ; for they were 

* Matth. xJcuT. 37. . f Luke xix. 41, 4a. 

. % LUktf ttif. 47* / § Koto^ uc i, %r ^ 
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aU under one Dominion, and defigned by Pn>: 
vidence to remain fb. He hath not exhorted 
M^iftrates to ftudy the Welfare of diofe, 
oyer whom they prefided : for there were no 
believing Magiflrates ; and it nughthave been 
deemed prefumptuous, and ill intended, if he 
had laid down Diredions for others j or fore- 
told explicitly fo foqn, that the Golpel would 
come tp have Authority on its Side. But he 
hath fufficiently, though obliquely, intimated ' 
to Rulers, what their Office, requires of them: 
and urged private Subj^s naoft convincingly 
and awfully to fuch Behiayiour, as. will render 
Communities quiet and flourifhing. ^ 

Love of our Country therefore is an uri- 
doubted Chriftian Duty, And we fhall both 
be direfted and encouraged in the Perform- 
ance of it, if we confider, as the Text leads 
us, ' ■ , 

t. Wherein the Public Welfare conlifts. 
li. How we are to exprefs our Regard to it. 
III. What Advantages will flow from ex- 
preffirig it as we ought. 

- L Wherein it confifts. Now plainly fee 
Happinefs of any Society is that, which the^ 
Pcrfons, who eompofe it, dq or may ejopy in 

^ it* 
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It. And therefore wide Extent of Dbniliiioii 
contribtites nodiing to the Happineis of a 
Stite : for fuch unwieldy Bodies are feld<Mn 
or never kept loiig in good Healfli/ Much 
lefe is military Glory the Point to be had ia 
View, any farther than is needful to fecure a 
peaceable Poffeffion of all important national 
Rights. For fuch a Purpofe, War is lawful : 
and they, who hazard their Lives in it, worthy 
of high Honour. But in all Cafes it is accom- 
panied with dreadful Evils : of which we are 
apt to confider the heavy Expence, as , if it 
were the only one 5 and forget the Sufferings, 
and miferable Deaths, of fuch Multitudes of 
human Creatures, though every one of them 
18 a lylurder, committed by the Authors oJF 
this Calamity ^ bcfides the innumerable DI- 
ftrefles of Relations and Friends, the Devaf- 
tations. Inhumanities, and WickedneiSes of 
^very Kind, which never fail to be its Attend* 
ants. Then if die Event of all ihould tum,^ 
as Qod grant it always may, to the Difadvan-^ 
tage of the Aggreffors, here is much Mifchief 
brought on their Neighbours, only to bring 
more on Aemfelves. Or fuppofe their Sue- 
cefs be ever fo great, the Injury done by them 
wUi be great in proportioa: they wlii^ receive 
• ' *■ little 
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little real Good from it, tnd ha,vc paid very 
d^ar fof that, iven in this World : and in 
another, God will take efFeftual Care, that no 
one. Ihall have Caufe to rejoice in having 
broken hi$ Laws, atid u^ed his Creatures ill. 

The next Pre-eminence, cornnionly ima- 
gined to cpnftitute the Profperity of a State^is 
that of Wealth; and its ufual Source^ Com- 
-merce. Now undoubtedly Riches are a valu- 
able Inflrument, both of common Defence, 
and feparate Enjoyment. But then they arc 
alfo a dangerous Incentive to Luxury and De- 
bauchery : by which Perfons grievoufly diftrefs 
thcmfelves, their F^amilics, their Acquaintance, 
the Public, in many Ways, alas ! but too well 
known. And many, whom Affluence doth not 
immediately feduce into grofs Vices, it leads 
however to Indolence and Ignorance, to the 
Admication of Trifles and Follies, and thence 
to the Negledt^ and afterwards the Contenipt 
aad Ridicule, of virtuous and prudent Con- 
dud, This wrong Tafte being once formed, 
high Honours and pompous Appearances are 
thought neceflary by fome ; the idleft Grati- .. 
iications and Vanities, by others : .the Means 
:to procure and fupport them mufl: be found : 
und whea their Incomes fajl^ as. tibe largeil, 

with 
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with fuch Management, will fail ; they muft 
fupply the t)efe^ by a^y Bafenefs or Iniqui- 
ty, that they ca»,j at leaft any fuch, as gene- 
ijiil Pf aftiqe, in a Time cf general Corruption, 
makes a Ihift to keep in tolerable Counte- 
nance^ This Ejcample in the upper Part of 
dxe Worlcl is followed of courfe by the lower : 
their Induftry leffens^ their ExpenceB increafe, 
their Prineiptes are depraved, they and their 
Fanoajies ruined ; they feek for Relief in 
Fr?mdj Violence, or Intemperance, and plunge 
diemfclyes. by each deeper in Mifery. Even 
of the Regular and Ddligent, the homeXabour 
is much of it implc^ed on Things ufelefe or 
hurtful ; the foreign Trade, in imjporting,Su- 
perfluities. This Procedure muft as necefFa- 
r^ly empoveriih the Public, as it muft any 
fingle Perfon, or Number of Perfons : for the 
whole Number of them is the Public. And 
in fuch Circumftaqces, whatever prefent Shew 
q{ Strength and Plenty there may be, is falla- 
cious : like the over-full and Horid Look of a 
difeafed Body, caufed by a too indulgent Regi-< 
mea ; and under the fuperficial Appearance of 
xedundant Health, betraying to the 'Skilfiii 
evident Symptoms of the moft fatal Diftem^. ^ 
pcrs, already begun^ if not far' advanced. * 

Another 
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Anodier Thing, conftantly and juftly meii^ 
doned, as a main Ing redient i n politica l Happi ^ 
nefs, is Liberty ^an invaluable Privilege 5 but 
often mifunderftood, and ftill oft ener abufedi 
Abfolute Liberty, to do what we will, is ablb^ 
lute Power. If one alone, or a few, have this, 
the reft are in Slavery : if all have it, the whole' 
muft be in Confufion. Liberty therefore, in 
order to preferve it, muft be reftrained by Law^ 
in whatever Cafes the Exercife of it may affect 
others. And Regulations by Authority are ne- 
ceflary, not only to prevent mutual Encroach-" 
ments, but to afcertain each Perfbn's Claims 
and Expectations ; and to inftrudl every one^ 
what he is to do, and what to avoid, for the 
common Benefit. Now legal Provifions foi* 
thefe Ends ought to be juft and equitable, 
fuited to the State of Things, known and fixed^ 
And thofe, which a Nation makes for itfelf by 
its chofen Reprefentatives, are £0 very much 
the moft likely to have thefe Properties ; that 
living, as We do, under a Conftitution pur- 
pofely contrived for making, on every Occa- 
fion, fuch as we want, is the greateft of Civil 
Bleflings, provided we turn it not, by otir own^ 
Fault, into a Curfe. 
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• But to prevent this, l^cifides Care and Impar-. 
tiality in framing Laws, there muft be a general 
Obfervation of them : elfe they were enafted 
in vain. Even fuch, as are in their Nature 
the mpft variable, muft be obferved while they 
laft. For not only the total Negledt of ,them 
will fruftrate their beneficial Intent, and open 
a Door to yet worfe Irregularities; but the 
partial, befides having this unhappy EfFed in 
its Degree, wiirintroduce a very danger&us 
Kind of Inequality: good Subgeds muft ^c 
Lofers by their Obedience, and bad ones; 
Gainers by their Tranfgrefilon. 
- Still more eflentially doth the corrimon \\^j^ 
fare"confiff in_the Pradtice of fuch Rules of 
Condud, as are^in themfelves, and therefore 
always, obligatory : in abftaining from Vio- 
lence, Fraud, promifcuous Lewdnefs, Intem- 
perance, Extravagance; in performing care- 
fully the proper Bufinefs of our feveral 
Stations ; in providing diligently what is 
needful for ourfelves, and thofe who belong 
to us 5 in relieving the Poor with prudent 
Bounty ; in behaving with Relpedk to Superi- 
ors, with Condefcenfion to Inferiors, with 
Friendlinefs to Equals, with peculiar AfFec- 
tion to thofe, whom either Nature or vohm- 

tary 
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tary Ties have united to us morcf clofely. 
Thefe arc the main Things, on which focial 
Happineis depends* A Nation npiay be imdll 
and weak and poor: and yet the Peribns» 
inrho coiE^ole it, may enjoy their Beings very 
comfortably* But however great and power- 
ful and rich it is. Folly and Wickednefs will 
bring Mifcry on each Particular j which, pu$ 
together^ is general Mifery : and will befides 
gradually weaken and diifolve the whole* 
For the principal Svpports of a. State con* 
fefledly are, the Numbers, and Health, and 
Strength, and Induftry, and Probity, and 
Concord, of the feveral Members of it : all 
which, good Morals promote, and bad imder* 
mine. 

But as human Laws, in Multitudes of In* 
ftances, cannot puniih, and much lefs prevent^ 
the Breach of moral Obligadons: the chief 
Security of Regard to them, in f^X_?9^i?_^y» 
rouft proceed from Reverence of the Divine 
Laws. And as the Precepts of Christianity 
ayre vailly more determinate, accompanied 
with Communications of faif greater moral 
Powers, and enforced by Sandions of un- 
ipeakably ftronger Terror to Sinners, and 
fwee(er Confolatbn to pious Mi^ds, than the 

Di<aateg 
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Diiftates of Nature, unaiMed by Revelatioa : 
eilablifhuig a practical Belief of the 'Gofpel ia 
fepuring and completing the Provifion for 
National Felicity. This vnVLy in all Cafii, 
reftrain Men from what is wrong, animate 
£hem in what is right, make.them eafy iand 
happy under every Suffering. Befides, Profef- 
lion of the fame Faith and Hope, ahd Partid--. 
pation of the fame Worihip and Sacraments, 
muft give £o peculiar a Sacrednefs and Endear^ 
ment to the Bonds of civil Union, that Zeal in 
the common Caufe of our Country and our 
Religion, at once, will be intrepidly acStive, 
and indcfatigably perfevering *. For my Bre-- 
thnn and Companions fakes ^ I will wijh thee 
Profferity : yea^ becaufe of the Houfe of the 
Lord our Gody I will feek to do thee Good 'f. 
Then to all the Advantages, flowing naturally 
from Piety, we cannot doubt but God will 
fuperadd his Bleiling, and withhold it from 
the Profane : for his own Words are, Hjem 
that honour me^ I will honour: and they ^ that 
defpife me^ fhall he lightly efkemed%. Nor 
muft a further Confideration ever be omitted^ 



* Dion. Halic. Ant. Rom. 1. H. c. 23. 

t Plal. cxxii. 8, js X \ Sam. ii. 30. 
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:fQr it is a very important one : ^that unlefs truei 
Religion be cheriihcd and pradifed, falfe Re-r 
Hgion will infinuatc itielf and prevail. For 
the Mind of Man muft have fome : as the 
Experience of all Ages proves, and our own 
particularly j amongft vi^hom the Increafc of 
Infidelity is accompanied with that of Popery : 
9n Evil, which ought to be highly formidable 
tp ws; as it muft of courfe, if ever it gain 
Power enough, not only overturn our pre^ 
fcnt happy Eftaibliihment, but introduce the 
crueleft Tyranny over the Souls and Bodiea 
^d Eftates of M^n^ 

Having now feen, whcsrfin the |)ublic Wcl*^ 
fare confifts, w? (hould all with great Seriouf- 
nefs confider^ 

II. How we are to exprefs our Regard to iti 
The Manner, prefcribed in the Text, accord-? 
ing to our Tranflation> is. Praying for the 
peace ^Jerufalem : according to odiers, Afk- 
ing or inquiring concerning its Peace. Both 
imply, having it much at Heart. And what- 
ever wi? have defervedly at Heart, ought 
jointly to engage our watchful Solicitude, and 
our earneft Petitions. I fhall begin with the 

firft. 

Pretences 
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• Pretences to public Spirit, if they are not 
fincere, ufuaily cover hurtful Defigns. There- 
fore we fhould examine ourfelves clofely, for 
Self-deceit . is wonderfully frequent, of what' 
Spirit we indeed are * : whether private Paf- 
fions or Interefts, concealed under fpecious 
Appearances, do not influence our Difcourfc 
and Behaviour, perhaps our very Thoughts* 
And, fo far as we have need to know, wc 
fhould make the fame Inquiry concerning 
others alfo % forming our Opinions of them 
with Charity, yet with Caution. But, fup- 
pofing the common Good be ever fo really Our 
Objedt and Theirs : unlefs we undeVftand well 
the Tendencies of Things, we may do it irre- 
parable Harm, inftead of furthering it : and 
thereforQ fhould always be, according to St. 
yames^s admirable Dife<5tion, Swift to hear^ 
flow tofpeakyjhw to Wrath •}• : impartially di- 
ligent to learn the Truth, where it is our Bu- 
finefs to judge and aft ; backward to meddle 
where it is not ; reaibnable and moderate in 
all Matters. But let us confider our Duty 
more, diftinftly, in relation to the fcyeral Arti- 
cles, that were fpecified under the preceding 
/ Head. 

♦ Luke ix. 55. _ t J*»«« »• ^9- 
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As Defence againfl; Enemies is an eflential 
Ingredient in poblick Happineis : Rulers aro 
bound to provide for it with Yigilance, and 
Subjeds to contribute to it with Chearfulne& ^ 
far from repining at necedary Burthens»^ 
though heavy ones. But we ought to oppof^ 
with double Vigour, from Principle as well as 
Intereft, the deliberate, and habitual, and per-, 
fidious, and infolent Diilurbe^'S of Mankind ; 
yet always remembring, that the only lawful 
Aim, even in the jufteil War, is ap e<}uitabie, 
Conclufion of it. The J^ord, ^i^e Strei^b, 
unto bis People^ the Lord give his People the 
BleJ^ng of Fence * / 

Again: as national Wealth, and private, 
f^lenty of the Conveniencies of Life, v^ de* 
iirable in Communities, but Luxury an^ji Ex-. 
t'ravagance deftrudive to them : all Perfons, ia 
their Stations, ought fo to promote the former^' 
as to difcourage- the latter at the fame time ; 
which they will do moft fuccefsfully, by fctting 
Examples to others of decent Frugality, and. 
Attention to their own AiFairs^^ by honouring 
worthy Charadters, though in mean Circum- 
llances ; and exprefling, in every proper Way> 
Diflike andContempt of Bafenefs, Debaucheryj^ 

Profufioji> 
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{^fofufion, AdmirtticHi of uncfcfeiirihg Things, 
Neglcdl tif importa&t ones 5 be th^, who ar^ 
guilty of ftich Fdiuits, ever £> diftin^iifhed hy 
thdif Rank or AccompAiihments. 

Furtber : as Liberty is a Bleffing of ine(ti<^ 
mable Value in Society, it ought to be afierted 
vith the atmoft Reflation and Watchfulnefs^ 
not only againft open Aflaults, but every Prac-^ 
tice, that may fed-^* and filently impair it : 
yet with religious Care, neither to «^ it, noir 
unwarily affift others >to uje ityf»*a Chke of 
Mdicimfitefs * \ nor hasnird the DeifrudioA 
of it, by Attempts of improving it to a vifion- 
ary Perfedlion* Therefore Power, in a requi<^ 
fite Degree, muft both be allowed and dili« 
gentfy fuj^rted; 'They, in wh^^e Hands it 
is placed,, muft both be obeyed and humbly 
te^died, not (miyjhr Wrath ^ kit aljh for Con-^ 
fcience Sake •f* ; even the Subordinate, m'uch 
more the Supreme: their whole Condudl 
muft be viewed with Modefty and Candour i 
their good Adions and Intentions acknow^i' 
Idi^d with due Thankfulne&^ their Miftakes 
and Failings, imagined or real, bom with that 
Mildnefs, of which we have All Need, to ex* 
ca& ouf own. And the fame equitable Tetoi* 

• t Pet. fi. i^. t Rem. xSi. j. 

~ V 2 p^ 
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per fliould always be prefcrvcd between privafic 
Perfons, one towards another; were their Dif- 
ferences about public Affairs of ever fuch Mo- 
ment, whereas they are frequently nominal or 
trifling ; and were they ever fo fure x>f being 
jn the right, whereas pofiibly both of them 
JiaveReaibn.to diftruftit. This is the Me* 
thod, and it is the only one, by which w« 
can ever hope to fee Jerufalem buik as a Cif/^ 
that is at Unity in itjllf^. 

Further yet r as good Lajvs^ and the Obfer- 
vation 'of them, are neceffary to the public 
Welfare ; all, who have a Share in Legiila-t 
turc, ought to contrive or affent to fuch, and 
oppofc others, without fuffcring any Confidera-? 
tion 'to bias them : all Magiifarates ought to 
execute them with Upri^tnils and Courage^ 
yet with Humanity j and all Subjects, to obe^ 
thefti difintereftedly, and procure Obedience to 
them zealoufly. 

, But •the Laws of Morality require peculiaf 
Attention, foe our Country's Good, as well as 
our own. Every Perfon, who tranfgrcflcs 
Jh^fe, teaches his Neighbour, teaches his Family, 
an evil Leffon againji bimfelf f-, in Points of 
the greateft Confequence, And every Govern-?" 
• Efalm cx*a. 3*. f Scctas. ix. i. 

•- • ment* 
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mcnt, which connives at fuch Tranfgreflions, 
when it can fafely punifti them, connives at 
Ac Ruin of the People intrufted to its Care. 
But efpecially every free Government, guilty 
of fo culpable Remiflhefs, be it to court Popu*^ 
^ larity, be it to ferve v^rhat pf efent Turn it wrill» 
undermines the only Ground it hath to ftand 
upon. For without Virtue, Liberty cannot 
fobfift. 

Nor indeed without Piety can Virtue fubfift. 
For our good AfFeftions are fo weak, our bad 
Inclinations fo vehement, and the Tempta- 
tions of the World fb numerous and inticing, 
that we need every poflible Prefervative. And 
evidently the Fear of God is the moft awful 
Reftraint from doing ill : and the Love of God 
Jtfie moft delightful Inducement to do well. 
True Religion therefore muft be eftabliflied 
by the Authority of the Legiflature, but with 
the tendereft Regard to fcrupulous Confci- 
tnces : and upheld in Reputation by the Coun- 
Itenance and Example of the Great. Its Mi- 
"nifters muft be induftrious, and their Superiors 
muft fee that they are, in teaching and defend- 
ing it, and adorning their t)o<flrine by refpec- 
table and amiable Behaviour. Its Profeflbrs 
xiuft be ai(!rduous Attendants on its Exercifes 
^ . P 3 ia 
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in the Con^egatioo, and fmous Pridifers of 
ks Injun^ons at home. 

But particularly, in both Places, they muft 
be earneft with God for their Country's Pro- 
ferity, and fervently pray for the Peace 4if 
Jerufalem. Many can do little elfe : but alt 
can do fo much for it. In ibme of our Endea-* 
vours to ferve the Public we may err : in this 
we are fure to be right. Often we know notj 
what is beft for it : Our heavenly Father al- 
ways doth. Pofiibly in Times of Difficulty 
and Dangei; we may be tempted to defpair of 
the Commonwealth : Praying for it wlU re^. 
mind os, that its Fate is not in the Hands of 
Men, but of the Almighty. In all dmes, 
Refentmentsi, Interefts, Pf gudices, frequently 
blind and iniflead us : devout Applications to 
Heaven will compoie our Paiiions, purify our 
Intentions, obtain us Light to guide our Steps, 
and enlarge our Views. Perhaps we have been 
diligent enough, or more than enough, in the 
life of other Means, conducive, as we ima- 
gined, to public Good : but have never, hum- 
bly and heartily, ufed this. And yet, if wc 
believe a righteous Judge of the World, we 
muft furely believe, that he takes Notice of 
the AddrclTcs, which his poor Creatures, with 

' ^ious 
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)nous Af&dions, offer up to hito. Or could wc 
doubt it otherwifc, we are fully affured of it 
in his Sacred Word. Not that naming our 
Wants informs him, or Ads of fervile Sub- 
miflion delight him, or unfit Importunities 
|Mrevail on him : but that praying in Spirit 
and in Truth *, while it feems intended to in- 
fluence Him only, hath a powerful ' Influence 
on Us : "and by fb-engthening the Senfe it ex» 
preiies, how dependent we are on his Mercy, 
end whatQualifications are needful to obtain it^ 
fits us at the fame time to receive it, and grow . 
better by it : whereas befiowing his Favours 
on thofe, who are too negligent of him to aik 
Jfer them, might neither be fuitable to the 
tiolinefs of his Nature, and the Honour of 
his Government, nor indeed contribute ta 
their final Advantage. Why then £bould not 
wc addrefs ourfelves to the Lord of all, not in 
outward Form only, but inward Reality j not 
merely at diflant Seafons. appointed for.it, like 
this, but every Day of our Lives; that he 
would gracioufly protedt the Communis, of 
whidi we are Members, and inflru<9: and cix*- 
dte \is to perform properly our Duty towards 
it ? His own Declaration^ even after he had 

♦ Johjiklvi aj. 
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promifcd aBldSing, is: IttoB yet fortbis ie 
inquired of by the Hnife of Ifrael, to do it for 
them *. An4 the Dircdion of his Prophet is, 
Tcy that make mention of the -Lordy keep noi 
Silence^ and give him no Rejly till be ejlablijh^ 
4ind till be make Jerufalcm a Praife in the 
Earth f. 

^Affcftionate Vigilance thcriefore to do each 
his^Part for the Service of the Whole, and 
conftant Prayer, that God would proffer the 
united Work of our Hands J, are the genuine 
Dcmonftrations of that Regard, which wc 
owe to the publick Welfare, Let us now 
confidcr, 

III. What Advantages will flow from ex- 
preffing it in this due Manner. Tb^flyall 
projper that love thee. Worldly Profperity is 
defigned to partake of the Uncertainty of all 
worldly Things : but, lb far as any thing on 
our Part can fecure it, a virtuous and pious 
public Spirit muft. Princes, Magiftrjis, 
Teachers of Religion, military Men, private 
Perfons of all Ranks and ProfeiSons; who 4^8 
«xprefs the Love of their Country, will le 
loved by itj and love one another; Snch Union 

* Ezek. xxxvi. 3;, « f Ifai. Ixil, 6, 7. 
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will ^ve them ^t^ the higheft Pkafure^ and 
the greateft pofliblb Strength : nothing will be 
done to betray or thwart the general Interefl:> 
but every thing imaginable to promote it: they 
will be bold in Dangers, perfeVere through 
Pifficulties, furivHi. mutual Affiftance at any 
Hazard : Allies will know they can truft them^ 
Enemies will refpeft and dread them. Indeed 
tljey wjill have no Enemies, but fuch as o£j|fofe 
Truth and Right: and therefore, when they 
are. driven to War^ they will confider them* 
ielyes as iighdng the Battles of God« But 
ufually they will edjoy Peace, at home as well 
as abroad, and tafte the Comforts of it without 
;v Allay : each delighting in the odier's Good; 
,each feeling the Tranquillity, the Wealth, the 
honour of the Community, as his own; and 
^jejoicing .with humble Thankfulnefs, that His 
. Share in^ the ProduiJUqn of it hath not been 
wantipg. If fuch Happinefs be feldom feen, 
tb« R^i^n is, that fuch Difppfitions towards it 
|Lre feldom general. But let them be ever fo 
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^^omm^^and Affairs for want of them 
^ver^ fo unpR(||erous ; whoever facredly pre- 
T^rvte^l^pjw.'l^ and faithfully exerts 

them v^heh 4l(fe can, bis Soul Jhall profper^ as 
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Sfc *y(fbn exprcffijs it *: be filled wkh tiid 
Confolationj that he hath meant and endea- 
vouied yirtlU though ibrroanded with Exam-^ 
pies and Temptations to the contrary rand 
diat none of the Calamities^ diat have hap- 
pened or may happen, caa be laid to hid 
Gh^ge. Were he to be intirely defcrted by 
otljer Men, he would fu|^rt himfelf by our 
Saviout's Reflexion: Behold^ the Hour cometb; 
yea. ts now come^ that ye Jhdl be fcattered^ every 
Man to bis owfty and JbaU leave me idme : and 
yet I am ndt alone ^ becaufe the Father is vntb 
tni -f-. Some, however, in the worft of Times^ 
will probaUy bear witnefs to him on Earth : 
l^ut God will certainly look down upon him' 
with Approbation from Heaven; and blefs 
him with a pleafing Confcioufhefs of his Fa-^ 
Vour, the Foretafte of future Reward. 

Let us now, oh the other hand, contemplate 
the Effcds, I do not fay of downright Ill-will 
to the Public, which few perhaps can b^ 
wicked enough to harbour knowingly, but of 
Indifference, and preferring other Confidera- 
tions to its Advantage. If Peribns in Stations 
of ^Tiiift, fupreme or fubordinate, regard Em- 
pire, abfolute Power, Profit, Pleafure, Indo- 

• ' * 3 John, ver. z. f John xvi. 32. 
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!ence^ as thdb? Felicity : Inferiors wiU in pro* 
portion be iacrificed) opprefied^ exhaufte^ 
negledted. If thele Inferiors are princiyKUIj 
intent on their own private Gi'attfication& of 
any Kind : even where they have no Share in 
the Government, they will hurt it by fervin^ 
it remiflly or unfaithfully, and be miierable by 
unwilling Subjaaion. But where the Govern- 
ment is mix€d, and divided bet^veen the Sove4 
jreign, the Nobles, and the Repreientadves of 
the Comhionalty ; as it cannot be carried bn 
at all in that Form, without Profeifions, on 
every Side, of a patriot Spirit : fi> in ihe De- 
gree, in wiiich thefe Profeffions are fklfe, there 

will be a wide Door open for fupine Miiina^ 
nagement, felfifh Projefts, Corruption, Trea- 
chery : the vileft of Men will fhelter thern^ 
feives under plauiible Appearances and fa- 
vourite Names; and be fupported by Partiei$» 
which they have artfully raifed or carcffed. At 
the lame time, they, who think they have die 
tendereft Love for their Country, perhaps will 
find on Reflexion, that in truth they love only 
the Fa<aion, in which they have lifted : or ^ 
though it be their Country ; if they have not 
had Tendernefe ^enough for it, to examine 
coolly what Condud its Interefts require^ they 

3 may 
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may accelerate its Ruin, by increafing th* 
Fi^rccnefi of Contention, and lending the 
Reputation of their good Meaning to colour 
over the bad Defigns of others. Free, Nations 
therefore, as they are the happieft beyond 
Comparifon, if the general Advantage be the 
general Objedt : fo they are peculiarly uncom-* 
fprtable, and expofed to Danger from within 
and without, if Divifions inflame Men one 
againft another, or the Attention of each be 
confined to himfelf 

V Still the fFiJe in their Generation * may ima- 
gine, that however impbflible it be for the 
Whole to profper without the mutual Affec- 
tion of the Parts, They (hall profper the bet- 
ter for throwing off a Principle,, that will be 
always interfering with their Interefts or Incli- 
nations* But they canAot attempt to throw it 
ofF> or even contradidl it in a fingle InftancCj 
without feverely condemning themfelves in 
their Hours of flecoUedlion. Or if they 
could, they will be detedtcd, in fpight of all 
Difguife, and abhorred by others, and moft by 
the Worthieft : which gives the hardefl Hearts 
much greater Uneafinefs, than they are willing 
to own* Beiides, through the Me^cy of Pro- 

• Luke xvi* 8. 
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vidcnce their wicked Schemes often fail of 
Anfwering their Ends : and firft to do wrong; 
and then be difappointed of their Aim in it, 
is double Ignominy. Punifliment aifo not 
uncommonly overtakes even the fecureft Cri- 
iminal. But fuppofing the felfifti Wretch to 
fucceed : that Succefs will tempt or provoke 
faiany more to imitate him in hurtful Defigns 
and unfair Methods, . If they aft in Oppofi- 
tion to him, he may fufFer, as he deferves, by 
the Example he hath fet : if they adt in Con- 
jundion with him, we long fomewhat will 
difunite them. Or however, bad Precedents 
naturally produce wdrfe, and fo they mul- 
tiply continually; till at laft the Authors 
and Encouragers of Mifchief are in their 
Turn involved in it. But were they to cfcape 
for Life, yet their Pofterity, whofe Advance- 
'ment perhaps is the main Point, which they 
have in View, muft partake, it may be largely^ 
in whatever the Commonwealth is brought t0 
liifFer : befidcs the hereditary Difgrace of 
fjMinging from fuch Anceftors. And, if ill 
People of every Rank would confidcr, what 
Figures their Predeceflfors in Wickednefs make 
BOW in daily Talk > and are likely to make 

here^ 



a22 SERMON VUL 

kereafcer in Hifiory, if they be of Coa&^ 
quence enough i and in how very different % 
Light Men of Probity are ieen, when the tran« 
£ent Miils, that Arti^e^ PrepoiTeffion and Re-* 
ientment have raifed, are dUperied : furely it 
mull have a beneficial Influence on their 
Cdndudt. 

Or if none of thefe Confiderations can 
yfieft them, there is yet another df infinite 
Moment.. This Life> at beft, is iGbort : and 
moil of the hafy Aifiors on the Stage of tha 
World have proSbabiy but a finall Part of it 
to come, before a i!^n£t Account of their Be-» 
baviour in it is demanded* And will it be 
well for us theq, think we, that, for the fake of 
Purpofes not to be owned, we have brought 
unjuft Reproach, Uneafinefs, Diftrefs on our 
Brethren 3 and difquieted^ weakened, impo-* 
veriihed, undone our common Parent, whom 
Nature and Redbn ai^ Revelation jointly re^ 
quire us to love. and to ferve ? Or muft it noC 
be inexpreflible Happinefs, for thoife in low 
Stations to have difcharged the Duties of them 
with faithful Afiedion, both to their Rulers 
and their Fellow-Subjed:s : and for thofe in the 
bigheft to be able to fay, with dbe excellent; 
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yewijb Oovomors Think t^ me^ O my Go^ 
fi^r Goody opcordif^ to 4di that I have dme fct 

IF there be folid Modves^i let us all b^ 
moved by them : Aril, to ufe the utmoft Cau- 
tion, &at we do ho Harm to our Country ; 
next to try, what Service we can do it : but 
eipecially to endeavour, for that we every one 
of us can, by virtuous Lives, united Hearts* 
and fervent Prayers, to -call down the Divine 
Benedidion on our national Counfels and Un* 
dertakings« If indeed we cooiider worldly 
Appearances only, we have great Csuiie to 
fear : if we reflect on our many heinous Ini- 
quities, we have ftiil much greater Caufe« 
But when we call to mind, what Deliverances 
God hath often and lately beftowed on us,. 
w:hat Warnings and what Time he hath given 
us to repent) how flow and unwilling he appears 
to let our Enemies proceed to our total De<* 
fixu^on, it cannot but kindle in our Breafts a 
mofl reviving Perfuafion, indtedajidll ji^re^ 
once of Hope •!•, that would we but yet be 
unanimous and religious, we might yet by his 
Ble0ing be iafe and profperous. And may 

• Neb. V. 19, t Kfcb* vi. lu 
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the Lonifi blefs us, that we may fee Jenrfalem 
in Projperity all our Life long * : but let Tbem 
be confounded and turned backward y as many as 
have evil Wilt at Sion ^. 



^ Ffkl, cxxvliu 6« 
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Ps At. XKJX. lO. 

The tuord Jhall give bis People the 
Bleffing of Peace. 

WE are met this Day to thank 
God for a Mercy, that hath long 
been the Objeft of our carneft 
Wiflies, and iblemn Praycra ; Aat we have 
•ften had but fn^all Hope of obtaining, ahd 
yet now have poflefled njany Months, with an 
increaiing Proipe<9: of its Continuance: .on 
which Account our Joy is ftill more reafon- 
able, though it muft, from the Confldtution of 
our Nature, be lefs warmly felt, than it was 
at firft. Accordingly we have juft been ex- 
preffing it in^ the Divine Prefence. And In- 
ilradtion from this Place was not previoufly 
peceflary, to excite our Gratitude for a Bene- 
iit, fb vifible arid fo important. But it may 
contribute^ not a little, to fix in our Breafts a 

Q^i more 
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more durable Senfe of wh^t we have acknow-t 
Icflgod : and,' which is the End of all,^ dirc^ 
us to fuch fiehaviour, as will fecure and im- 
prove the Happinefsy we enjoy. , 
I fball therefore at prefent^ 

L Set before you the Bk/JtHg of Peace. 

II. Shew you, diat it is the Gift ofGo4* 

in. Prefs you to remember, that only bis 
People are intitlcd to it : and confequentljf 
tp (tpnfider, whether We are fuch; aSpd 
to labour that we may, ii^ the higKeft 

Degree. ' ' . 

L I ikall fet before you the Ai^^^ 
Peace* 

Man appears, frqnx the harml^fs Make of 
his Body, the convcifabi? P|ipofition of his 
Mind, die Tendernefs of his Affedtions, the 
Sovereignty of his reflefHng Principle, the Ne- 
cefljty qf Affiftance in his numerous Wants^ 
and the Rules of Life pre&ribed him by ex- 
preis Revelation, to be formed for a ibcial jn* 
offenfive Creature. Now the natural State of 
each Being is the happy one* And the Hap-r 
pinefe of Peace is like that of Health : it 
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lj)rcad8 through the whole of the Civil, as that 
doth of the Animal Conftitution ; and fur- 
ftiflies Vigour and Pleafure to every Part, with- 
out being diftindtly perceived in one more than 
Another : for which Reafon we are apt to 
overlook the Felicity of both, till the Lofs of 
them for a time renews our Senfe of their 
Value ; and even fuch Experience ufually doth 
not long preferve it in bur Mfcmoty. There-^ 
fore to- difeern fufficiently the Advantages of' 
Peace^ we muft recollefl: the Miferies of) 
War. 

To thefe we feldom attend farther, than wc 
immediately feel them. And the Generality 
feel only the Expence : which indeed is a fore 
Evil, and hath been for many Years paft, and 
muft be for many to come, a heavy Burthen 
to us. Peribns of low Degree are fadly (Irait- ^^^ j. 
tied by it in their Enjoyment of the common 
Comforts and Neceflaries of Life. Their Su- ' 
periors, it is true, need only undergo a Re-? 
trenchment of their Superfluities : which they 
might bear, if they would, without much Un-> 
eafinefs, or any Harm. But as too many of 
them are pieafed to reckon their Grandeur and 
Luxury, their Follies and their Vices, the moft 

0^3 infeparabje 



izo S, E R M d N IX. 

infeparable Privileges of their Rank; they 
muft, by retaining tfaefe, be dtftreiled equalijf 
with odiers, when the Demands of die State 
are larger than ordinary. And as their ufual 
Reiburce is the very bad one> of fupplying 9 
Fund for Extravagance and Immorality, by 
refufing Afts of Piety, Charity, and'Ju(tice> 
^khey force Multitudes round them to fufier 
with them and for them. Frequently indeed 
the Load of Taxes may not be the Caufe of 
this diihonourable Behaviour : but evenr thea 
'^^•f. it is a plaufible Pretence and Excufe for iC 
Nor doth the Mifchief ftop at particular Per* 
ions : but the Public^ exhaufted by Payments^ 
^nd funk under Debts> becomes incapable of 
exerting itfeif, even for its own Prefervation, 
when fiiture Occafions require* 

Yet, melancholy as thefe Things are, an 
Article much more fhocking, and which 
ought to be the firft in our Thoughts, is that of - * 
the various and continual Toils and Hardfhips^ * 
that muft be endured, by fuch Numbers of 
poor Creatures, expofing themfelres in Defence 
of others, through fo long a Courfe of Time % 
the Lofs of fo many Thoufands of Lives by ^ 
Sicknefs arid in Battle 5 the Grief of fo many- 
Relatiqnsand Friends, theMifcries of fo many 

deftitute 
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te Families : Part of thcfci 4)ur Fellow^* 
fubjeds i 2»)t a few <^&eni poiSibly very dter 
lo one ai odier a£ tt9 $ i f^cond Psut> our 
Allies ; Hm reft^ cfttled ifideed Enemies : but 
kn^y be fcarce any of then;i in Fault for that 
Eiunity^ how much fbever their Rjalers are i 
tod ail of them, in Ti^th, our Brethren ; of 
the &me Bloody and> in EitfentialSy the famtf 
Faith) though taught thetn with a Mixture of 
dangerous Errors. 

. Further fKil : War not only weakens and 
alflidts a Community in thefe Relpeds, but in** 
terrupts the Freedom of Commerce, retards 
the Propagation of Knowlege> prevents ufeful 
Improvements^ takfes off the public Attentbtt 
from domeftic Concerns, furnifhes Occafioii 
ifor Abufes, obftriiifts the Remedy of Ineonye- 
niencieSi till they grow inveterate and hard to 
Cure ; in. . ihort, di&rders and unhinges the 
mdicde Syftem of Civil Affairs* Then beiides^ 
which is a vaftly more alarming Confidcration 
yet, all d^ *timfe that Hc^Hlities laft, who cart 
tqll how they niay end ? And had ours ended^ 
as they cafily might, in our being abfolutcly 
Of orcome, and obliged to accept the Vidlors 
Terjns^— *jwha^ would they have been ! ^ 

Q 4" But 
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, But Wac is sJib a St^ of no.k& Wickddit 
nefs, than Calamity and Timor. Whenev^er! 
it breaks oat ; one^S^ at leaft, muft haver 
aded grievoufly contrary to Huautnity and 
Juftice; contrary too, in all Likelihood, tol 
foiemn Treaties: and that from no betto: 
Motives^ than little Refentments,^ groilodle&i 
cm: diftant F'ears, Eagernefs of gaiiung imnecef^ 
fauj Advantages, refUe& Ambkion, £U£s Gloiyy 
or Wantonnefs of Power. To iiich deteftablct 
Idols are wlK>le Armies and Nations delibe- 

w 

rately facrificed : though every Sufifeiingy thas 
caufed, is a heinous Crime ; and every Deaths 
a Murden Nor will the Side, whidi zl6t0t 
is more innoceet> fail in the Frogreis to be^ 
guilty of many locking Tranfgreflions, ia; 
common with the other^ The whofe Body* 
of a Peoffle jaire ^ to grow undiaritabie, un«^ 
pitying> im[4acable : and the Sold&cry wilt 
plunge of courfe into Cruelty, Rapine, Pro^ 
faneneis, Lewdnefs^ Intemperance : not tor 
ad^,. that when the poor Wretches have once 
changed the ordinary Empltigfments of Lifd 
for this, they wiU be m great Danger of 
never fettling honeftly and ibberly to theni. 
^gain. Some of thefe Things, to worldly 

o« 
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Ar iffconfiderate Mind^, may appear finali- 
Matters. But cvfery benevolent, or merdy 
prudent Perfon, wiU efteem them very great: 
ones : and every pic^is Heart will moft feti^ 
qoOlj mourn, that the worthy Name^ by which 
weare^caUedy is hla^hemedwnong the Gentiles ^, 
through the &ins». and peculiarly the Enmities, 
of thofe who profefs the Oo4>el ) inAead c^ 
its producing that Glory, to Gody Peace m* 
Earthy and Good^will anmnj^ Men, which An^ 
gds prodainKsd at our Saviour's Birth ^* ' 
Still this dreadful Evil, big with ib mafTjr 
more^ becomes, by the obftinate Iniquity d£* 
M&ip fometimes unavoidable* It muft be &e 
Will of the common Father of Ally that So^ 
cieties, as wdi aa fingle Perfons, be retrained 
&om committing material Injuries t d[&^ de-^ 
finidive ones would be commktad perpetilally* 
Now certainly amicable Medbods are to ba 
tdbd in thefirft Place: but often the oakf 
eflS^ual Method of Rdbaint is by Axtt^z 
vmdr then, the Mmfter (f Gcd^ t|te luprem^ 
Fower,. nn^ not bear the Sword in main ^4 
Often again, Tccatfes made tor.fuppprt Allie«y 



^ James ti. 7. Rom. iL a4» \ Lake iL 14^^ 

^ Rom* xiii. 4# V 
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If unjuftl]? attacked, are probable Means bl 
preicrvmg Pc^k^ : and when that proYca 
ctherwife^ the AffiJ^nccs promifed inuft bd 
«v€n> in order to reftore it. But above alU 
nviiefi a Nation is dired^ij at^tcked i^dk^ Pe^ 
£^ce is undeniaUy nece&ry. And our Cdis^ 
IB the late War, wi^'compoutided of all thefe^ 
We have therefore the Conifort, that our un^. 
dertaking it was jufliiiable : and our Mmacti 
ti carrjnbg it on, I truft, no way peculiarly^. 
blameaMe. But it could never be lawful tck 
tefitfe any equitable^ any tolerable Conditions 
ctf Agreement, for putting an End to fo much? 
Guilt and Mifery » Whether thoTe, which w^ 
iMive accepted, are defirable, is vitt a Qsieftbtf 
to be diicuffed here. Ybu have decided it fof* 
yourfelves. in the Af^r!tiative> hj joining in- 
this Morning's Service t and the Peoplti in ge^ 
tterat ha^M liiewn their joyful Cotieurreni^ in^ 
the fame Opinion* If ^ome vtreil-ilitaning aiuiP 
able Perfons have thought othcrvi^c, Diverfi^ 
6ea of Judgments^ are always to be expccfted^ 
ki foch Matters : and if the Bl^wifliers to our 
happy Ei&iblifhment are finty and angiy, vrd 
have the more Reafon to b$ glad^ Let us 
dicr€!fore^pi:oteed to 6bferve> 

• r ■ . 



It. That th$ .fi^ir ^ Pf^ice Is GW4 

This will used only : a fhort Proof: but 
retpiires a much more ienous and prafticai. 
Coniidfratianj ^an we libmmanly allow it« 
Every Enjojrment is from His Bounty z every ^ 
Sofferingi His Infliction. The whole Series^ 
ofCaufcs and££S^, all the Connexions of . 
all Things, were, odginally appointed^ md. 
are continually fuperintended l^ Him* Ho: 
bdngs forth, in each Geaera^on^ fuch Peribns^ « 
to a^> according to their own free Choice^, 
their various Parts on the Theatre of Life^^ 
a9 he &i:e£:es will anfwer, fometimqs* by 
their great Abilitiea and good Difpofitipnst. 
fometimes by the contrary, his holy Purpoies ^ 
of Judgnpent or of Mercy, fiaid. the Influ-^, 
oice of this one ArrangooDent on the Reilo-^. 
ration of our prefent Tra^Qquillijly^ may have 
b^CBy and ptohably bath beqi^ unfpeali^bly; 
gttat. But be the Tempiers, Q^alifica^bn^t 
ajad Defigns ^f Men what they will : , he ^fi^^ 
unpei^eived by themfelves, put Thou^tits is^tjOM 
their Minds, to incite, mthhold, divert them/ 

to another Objeft, juft as he pleafcs. ^hen 
* ^ befides. 



bdiiies, the intire Frame of inanimate Nature^ 
* it Wa&pftxlucedi is aifo aduated by "Hirti : 
and he could bjr its ori^nal Formation, or cani 
now by the flighteft Change in the fmalleft 
Part of it, occafion, obftnxfl:, alter to anjr l3e- 
gtee, the moft important Events. And laftfj^, * 
the fame wife and gracious Mofives, which* 
induced him to make the World, muft cer* 
tainly induce him to be attentive to it* And^ 
Ae Attention of an infinite Mind muft com- ' 
pflrehend the Regulation of every thing, cveii * 
die fmalleft : but Affairs of luch momentous ' 
Gonfequence, as Peace and War, cannot fai!^ 
to occupy a diftinguifiied Place in the Scheme 
cf Providence- 

' Thefe Deduftions of Reafon our Conditioil ' 
cf late Years hath obliged me more^Aan once 
tb lay before you : but ftill they need to be in- 
.c\ilcated. Faflages of Scripture too, confe-mr 
ihg them, I have produced to you in great"* 
Numbers : but it is very eafy, and would God 
it were not neceifary , to add yet mcwre. Iforrfl 
the Lights and create Darknefs : Imake,Peace^ 
and create Evil : I the Lord do alltbefe^ things ♦w 
f'he He'ari of Kings is in the Hand of the Lord^* 



♦ Ifaiah xlv, 7, 
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' a^ the. Rroulets of Water : itit^TiHh it'wbiiiep^ 

I^J is tiy Defeme upon thy yigbt Hand §. And 
on the contiaryy ShaU there be Evil ia tie Ckj^ 
andibe Lord bath ntft done it ^f » 

' ^Frequently indeed we perceive no Majrks of 
^e Interpofitkm of God in what pafles., B^ 
-we are both inadvertent and (hort-fi^ed $ 
igtioranty not only of the &a«t Springs and 
material Circumftances of many human Ac** 
tions^ but yet mor^ beyond Compariibn, <£ 
i^rincipal Purpoies in the Divine Admimiftra** 
tion. Yet thia however we know> ^t he if 
inceilantly condufting the AShk% of the pre^^ 
ient Worlds towards a full Di^lay of his Wi£* 
dooii Juftice and Goodneft» in the next : 
plough oftea by Steps invifible to our £y^ 
^id imprc^ble to oar Imaginations. Fer bis 
Judffnetai are unfearcbabk^ and his Ways pqfi 
folding wt %. Therefore in all Things we 
il^oald believe a Providence ; but in many we 
laay fee it i, and very plainly in our own Cafe;» 
to whom true Religion apd Liberty have bee& 
^ wondexiully. pre&rved, in the midft of fudb; 
imminent Dangers } aiid Quiet an^ Safety ia 

♦ Prdv. 31X1. I, ._ f Pftl. cxxi.-5. 

\ AoM iiL 4. X Rom. sii. 33* 
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• * 

jmc^ii^^^&^y t€&otcd tl^Udpof Mm 

'Was Qox^k&My nmn^. Nor did God only 
jbedow the Bfc^og, but it is He who conti* 
lui^y itr.and every Day's Peac^ as well as | 

every Day's Bread, fs.a new Gift fiom him. . 
Sorely then we have Caufe^ not for Joy 
idofie, but Thaakfulne& too, ftoni the Bottom 
of oar Hearts*. And if we ungratefully dt£^ 
own, or negl^ntly forget, the Author of out 
Kappinefs, what is it likelier, what is it fitter 
f>e ihould do^ than deprive us of it again? 
We may think perhaps, that we have fully 
^fcharged our Consciences towards him b^ 
our . Attendance on the prefent Solemnity i, ^ 
And God grant we may hear, )t hath been 
evcry-where univerfaUy attended. But iup- 
pc^ng that ; outward Acknowledgments fingly 
are downright Pageantry, gnd JMockciy. Nay, 
hiward Senfe of Obligation along with thenl^ 
if it bring not forth fuitable and laj^ing Obedi<<i 
ence, is imperfe£t, inefficacious delufive Hoi» 
mage, which our Maker qannol accept; Here-^ 
in is my Father glorified^ faith bur blefled Sa^ 
viour, that ye bear much Fruit -f . And thus wc 
are to uoderfland dxat awful Denunciation 9 



\ 
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J^ ye will Mf heary and if ye will not lay ii tn^ 
l^arty to pve Ghry unto my Namey faith ti& 
jLard ofHoftSi I will fend a C^rfe upotiyotty and f 
will even curje. your Bkffings *. Accordingly 
the Text very clearly intitij^tes^ 

III. That to intitle piirfdives to the B^^ng 

* • 

of Peace y we muft b? his People : owi\ 
his Authority by obfcrving his Laws* 

The Pradlice of Religion and Virtue makes 
J^ations induftripus, frugal, rich, healthy, po-^" 
pulous, unanimous, public-lpirited, fearlefs; 
jfet at the fame time, juft, prudent, friendly ; 
which are the very. Qualities, that conftitutc 
them formidable f)neniies, defirable Confede- 
rates, inoffenfive Neighbours 5 and, fo far as 
any thing can, will fecure them Peace. But 
Wickednefs impoveriihes, enfeebles, diipirits, 
depopulates, difunites 5 extinguifhes Concern 
for common Good, inflames felfilh Appetites 
and Palfions 5 renders Men raih and pro- 
voking, yet indolent arid deipiqaljle. It 
feems hardly needful for Providence to inter-* 
pofe, otherwife than it hath done in the Ori^ 
ginal Appointment of Things, to exalt a People 

• Mai. it a* ; 
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of die former Charader, or deprefs one of thQ 
latter. But when it is, we may expe<5t it to 
l?e done. For God will reward what he loves^ 
pupiOi what he hatea. And though his Re« 
compences are neither perfedl not proportion- 
able, they are real and confiderable, even here. 
Experience hath found it : Scripture hath fore- 
told it. The yewijh Nation indeed proipered 
or fuffered, according to their Doincs, more 
conftantly and equally, than otjhiers, But ftill, 
not only thefi Things ba^ened to them for our- 
EnfampkSyOfldare written for our Admonition^ : 
but in tji? fame Ages, God vifited t^e fleathcn, 
alfo for their iniquities ; and i^nphen^d their 
Tranquillity^ when they broke off their Sins by 
Righteoufnefs -f-. Chriftiar^ States, we cpnfefs, 
03 they were not in Being, arQ not, mentiop^d,^ 
in the Gofpels or Epiftles : but Godlimji bath 
the Promife there of the Life that now is, as well 
as that which is to come % 3 and tlie Revelation 

* * • • • 

cif St. jfohn^ a prophetical Work, defcribe$ 
whole Kingdoms, and yet larger Portions of 
the Earth, as undergoing the feVereft of tem- 
poral Judgments for the Abominations, which 
they had committed. We ought to be deeply 
afFedled therefore by every Declaration of 

» I Cor. X. II. t Dan- vf*'^%• 

X I Tim. iv. 8. 
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God's Purpofes in this refped Ardugliout his 
Word. And the Sum of them' is : If ye b^ 
willing and obedient ^ ye jhall eat the Good of the 
Land. But if ye refufe and rebels ye JhalUe 
devwredwith the Sword : for the Mouth of the 
Lord tfathjpoken it *. 

. Which then is Our Cafe ? Arfc We God's 
iPeople ? Are we even fenfible ' wh^t that 
Phrafe implies ? That we believe, not a pre- 
iiimptuous Scheme of falfely-called radonal 
Religion, framed by our Fancies^ but thp 
Myjlery of the Gpfpel -f : that we pradtife, 
not an arbitrary Syftem of polite Morals, in- 
4ulgently relaxed to fit eafy upon our Inclina- 
tions, but ail thofe Duties^ in their genuine 
Stri<ftncfs, which the Grace of God, that brings 
eth Salvation., came to teach ; denying Ungo(Ui^ 
nefs and worldly Lufts, living fiber ly, righteou/fy 
and godly in this prefent World, and looking for 
that blejfed H(^e, and the glorious Appearance of 
the great God and- 6ur Saviour yejus Cbrijl^y 
who gave Umfelffor m, that he might redeem is^ 
from all Iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a pecu^ 

Uar 'People, zealousi of good Works X* Do we 
know ourfelves by this Picture ? Ot is not tho 

* Ifalah i. 19, 20. f Eph, vi. 19,' 

% Tit, ii. u— 14 
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very diiiferent Qiie» which I h^e ib olien beeit 
obliged to fet before you, ftillour true Refeixv* 
blancc ? Arc we not regardlefs in general, both 
of a prefent Providence and of future Rewards? 
Have not many of us caft oiFwith Scorii, and* 
inoft of us contributed to loofen, thofe Tifes 
of Faith and Worlhip, which in every Coun- 
try elfe, arid in this till of late, have always 
been held neceffary, even to civil Welfiire ? 
They, who have not rejeded Religion, do Aey 
riot however, Numbers bP them, flight the^ 
Exercifes of it, wholly in private, and to a great 
Degree in public ? ^Nay, fuch as appear pretty ■ 
regplaf in them, and feem to hive a real Senfo 
of Piety, have they any Ztal for it, ariy Sorrow^ 
for the Decay of it ? Do- they not feel andex-^ 
^dk more Diflike and Contempt of dbofe^ 
whom they think, and perh^s but tbink^v 
righteous overmuch*, thaniof the moft thought-^ 
lefs about th^qir fpiritual State, not to fay, the* 
moft i^Miftdoned ? Are we A^qt . in ' comizioni 
Ltfe diflblut^i ^pcnfiy^i hegligerit of oui;' 
Affairs, our Families, our very Children, at. 
kaft in the raoft important Point, their Pria-r* 
cipies ; overrun by an ej^demicjil Rage for^ 
hourly Pleafures and Amufements, with an 

*Ecd. vil. lis, 
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Atfier Contempt of Confequenccs 3 which, after 
infedting almoJft ^iniveffally the upper, anfil 
liext to them the middle Part of the Worlds 
is yearly fpreading wider among thofe, whole 
Parlimony and useful Induflry is the Wealth 
of die Nation ? Arc we not alfo in our politicat 
Capacities, how irroconcileably ibever we differ 
lamentably ;alike : void of Reverence to Au- 
thority, fiibordinate or fupreme; attentive 
chiefly, if not only, to feliiih or par^ Confix 
derations^ varnifhed over with traafparent 
Pretences of Public Goodj vehement about 
^li^utable Matters, unconcerned about con-- 
leiTedly nece^y ones; ^ach Denomination^ 
each Order and Rank, bitterly accuiing the 
other, and none ever thinking in earneil to 
amend themfelves : extremely afraid of hurt^ 
ing Liberty by retraining Wickednefs, bitt 
not at ail of being undone by indulging it ; 
wonderfully jealous of the Power of our own 
Church, which hath and defires lefs^ than ever 
,aBy other in any Age 5 but perfedly «afy aboflt 
the daily Growth of Popery, the moft tyrannic 
cai Empire over Soul aiKi fiody that can be^ 
and the -moft peculiarly formidable to thk 
Country ? My People is fodijh^ they have not 

R 2 ixmm 
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knonm me : they are wife to do Evily but to do 

Good they have ho Underftanding *. 

. Can fuch a Nation hdpc for the Favour bf 

Providence ? Could it flouriih, even were there 

•no Providence ? Evidently it is impofiible^ 

Sentiments of Religion and Virtue are the 

Seeds of all Happinefs, theJSecurity in all Dah^ 

ger, the Support in all AfHidion« Thefe are 

decaying apace, and wearing quite out. Ha* 

-bits of Prudence, formed by a careful Educa^ 

tion, might iti fome poor meafure fapply their 

Place. But we have them not. In Trifles . 

indeed we are bred up to a ftriiSl Obiervance | 

pf Rules and Forms^ and Fafliions: but iu 

jPoints of Confequence every one is left, from 

his early Youth, to do as:hepleafe8; and They 

ipoft, whofe Example will be nK)i): followed. 

Ceneral Diilike and Shame however migh( 

reftrain Perfons, when they come out into the 

World, from feveral Vicesj againft which they 

had no Prefervatit/^e before. But with us^ there 

are few Vices or none, of which any body 

2iee4s be afhamed : the moil notorioufly guilty 

of. the wprft are as well received in all Places J 

if not better, than other Perfons. Yet, ev99 

♦ Jer. iv, az, 
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in fuch a State^ ftridt Laws, vigoroufly eie-* 
cutcd, might dtqter, at leaft from the more 
immediately mifchievous Crimes. But we are 
deftitute of this Guard alfo. A great Part of 
our Laws, from the univerfal Remiffnefs of 
the Times, are fcarce executed at all : and, 
from the Nature of our.Conftitution, cannot 
be execute^ fo effe<ftually, as where Power h 
l^ bounded. Still this Conftitution, with its 
mkny Defeifts, clpedally under a Prince, who, 
'God be thanked, moft cordially wiflies thft 
ContinusTnce and Improvement of that and 
every Advantage to his Subjefts, amply com- 
penfates for many Inconveniencies ; and pre- 
serves many valuaUe Privileges, not enjoyed 
€lfewhere. But then fuch iftward Diforders 
muft by Degrees impair and undermine it, tffll 
at length it will fall : poflibly the fooner, the 
more fafely we think we can follow our own 
Devices. Peace may be no Bleffing to fuch, 
tts will abufe it: and the Scripture hath told 
us long ago, that the Profperity of Fools Jhall de^ 
finy them *. After all, it would be fomething; 
if when we had reduced ourfelves to the fame 
Condition with the reft of the World, in poirit 
of Freedom at home, by our Unworthincfi 

* Prov. i. 32. 
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Md Incapacity of it, we had a Profpcd res^flk 
ing of Security from abroad. Other ^ations^ 
neither free nor virtuocis, though internally' 
Hiiferable on both Accounts, continue for a 
Time,, pef haps a confideraHle one, to anfwer 
Purpoies of God's Wifdom, externally potent,^ 
courted and dreaded. But wh^ CoitfolatiofA 
can We draw from hence t exhauftcd and burv 
thened as we arej with fo little to hope, as 
Experience hath fliewn us, even from the 
friendlier Ps«t of our Neighbours;, and ic> 
inuch to apprehend from the neareft and mod 
powerful, who hath repeatedly attempted out 
Deftru^on, whdfe Strength in the only weak 
Article wiU be recruited With Zeal and kidig-^ 
uatiouy to whoftf Defigns we have always beea 
file chief Ol^cle, Hid whofe Succefs in iSxem, 
muft be fatal both to our religious and civil 
Intcrefts? 

Think not,, that / am bectmi your Emem^ 
tecauje I tell you the Truth *. Would God v.k 
woidd permit me to fay every thing,, that vs^a^ 
pleaiing to you. Tliink not, that i deli^t^ 
or even mean, to foretell Evil : I mean only 
to caution you againft it. And who ihali or 
will> if the Miniflers of God's Word do noti 

♦G5a.iv,i6. 
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And what miift follow? Ibavefeen^ iaith He 
jiimfdf, in the Prophets of Jerufakmy an hor^ 
^ble thing i^^they Jlnngtben the Hands of evil 
DoetSy that none doth return from bis Wicked^ 
n^fi.^^Hxy fay unto tbem^ that defpife me^ the 
Lord hath faidy Tejhall have Peace ; unto every 
tiue^ that walketb in the Imagination of bis own 
Hearty no Evil Jhall come upon you. — Behold a 
Wbirhwind of the Lord is gone forth in Fury : 
it Jball fall grievoii/ly on the Head of the fFici'^ 
ed.—^But if they had food in my Counfel^ and 
$aufed my People to bear my Words y then they 
fiould have turned them from their evil Way *. 
Think not,, that, however, fuch Langi^age 
jnight be fpared on this Day of Rejoicing. It 
iQight io indeed, had we either been hitherto 
innocent, or were now duly penitent. But, 
being fuch, as God knows we are. Admoni- 
tion of our Faults is indiipenfably neceffary, to 
excite our Thankfulnefs, that we are not pu- 
nifbed in proportion to them : and Warning 
of our Dangers, to remind us of proving oiy: 
Gratitude by that Obedience, which alone wiU 
obtain us Proted:ion. Would we but make 
this.Ufe of the prefent Solemnity, then it would 
:.be. a Day of Gia4nefs indeed : a Day, much to 

* Jcr. xxiii. 14, 17, 19, 22. 
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be dferved unto the Lord through aU our Gfnfi^^ 
rations *. for laying the only Qround-^work of 
public Happiftefs. And therefore I mull re*^ 
peat to you on the Conclufion of this War, 
what I earneftly recommended to your Confix 
deration at the Beginning of it, that when 
ji/hy King of Judahy wis returnihg home, 
both with Peace and ViAory, the Prophet 
Azariah went out to meet him, and faid : Heaf 
ye me, Afa, and aliyudah and Benjamin. Thf 
Lord is with you, while ye be with Him \ and 
if ye feek him, be will be found of you z hut if 
ye forfake him, He will forfake you 'f» 

Other Methods to fupport a tottering or 
raife a finking State, without Reformation, frem 
quently overturn it : and at beft are only Pal-» 
liatives, temporary Expedients, to delay a little 
its final Ruin. Thus faith the LordofHoJls,---^ 
They have healed the Hurt of the D aught &r tf 
my People Jlightly, faying. Peace, Peace, when 
thkre is no Peace J. There is no Peace, faith 
my God, to the Wicked §. And xiot only die 
facred Writings have faid this % but Heathens 
have faid it who knew them not^ Infidels havtf 
faid it, who regard them not: innumcrabte 
Fadls have proclamed it in every Age* But 

* Exod. xji. 42, t 2 Chroov xv.ti, 2. 

% Jcr. vi. 9, 14. § ifai. hrii. 21. 

above 
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ifeovc all itiiolds in limited Governments, like 
burs; There muft be puUic Virtue, or they 
cannot fland. There muft be private Virtue, 
or there cannot be public. There muft be 
Religion, or there can be neither. There nauft 
be true Religibn, or there will be falfe. There 
muft be Attendance on God's Worfliip, or 
there will be no Religion at all. Not four 
Years ago it was univerfally doubted, whether 
We had Principle enough, of any kind, left, to 
make ian Effort for the Prefervation of every 
thing valuable to us. Moft happily more ap- 
peared, than was expelled. Yet God knows 
how it had proved, if the Trial had gone but 
a little further. And for God's fake let us 
provide, as much as ever we can, againft the 
next. How foon it may happen, is beyond 
iiuman Forefight. But in the mean while, 
we have Ibme Leifure, not only for perfbnal 
Amcndnient, which is equally poffible in fill 
Seafons, but for concerting Schemes, and exe** 
cutiftg, as well as framing. Laws for public 
Reformation. In War, many things, confeiTed 
to be right and neceflary, are put off, becauie 
die Attention muft be confined to the imogie* 
diatc Danger. And if they are put off in 
Peace too, becaufe there is no immediate E^an*^ 
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ger^ when are they to be mkuied ; and what . 
will be the Coniequence, if they never are ? 

I would by no means excite a ra(h and igm 
norant ^eal, to be meddling where we &e noC 
to the Bottom of things : much lefs a factious 
one, to cramp and embai-rafs, diiquiet and in* 
flame. Thefe Pradkices muft be hurtful : they 
may be perniciotis : and the firft Article in 
true Patriotiiin is con&ientiouily abft^ing 
from them. Taking unwarrantable Steps, in 
Oppofition to fuch as we may think) whether 
too haftily on not, bad Men and bad Meafures^ 
is only introducing additional Wickednefs of | 

cur own, and giving others a Pretence for con^ ' 

tinuing, and even increafing, theirs. Or fhould * 

we fucceed againft them : yet fuch, as a£t ill 
to get Power to adt well, feldom or never ufe 
it to that Purpofe, when they have it, whatr 
ever they may intend beforehand, 

T^e Rule then is, that each perform his^ 
own Duty fteadily and calmly ^ rejoice, and 
acknowledge it with Thankfulnefs, whe^ 
Qthers perform theirs ; and be very moderate, 
wheji he a^^rehends they overlook or tranir 
grds it : endeavour to reftify what is wrongs 
fp far as it belongs to his Station ; but never 
€xercife Umjelf in Matters^ which are m high 

for 
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Jbr^kim % nor wabdi more folkitouily o^^cr the 
Ganduft o£ the Statc^ than over his own Heart 
add life. He,; that aegtea^ the latter, will 
&ldom be throughly injetmefl^ and feldconfir 
yet impartial> about the fc^mer: or though ho 
were, will have xmich lefs Wei^t, than 21 
tfetter Man. The one is incumbent on us all 1 
tbe other on very few ; in the one we need 
never miftake or £ul s in the other we muf{ 
frequently^ Therefore let us earneftly prop 
fifr the Peace of ^erufidem \ : but rememb^ 
that the lureft Vfzyxyi feeeking to doit furthei? 
^md %y is firft to be at Peace ourfelv^ with 
God and vrith Men. 

► Preffing you to general Reformation, as the 
Means of general Happinefs, may feem a very 
hopelcfi Expedient But it is the only one, Y 
which Heaven hadi pointed out, or will blefe. 
Whether you will make ufe of it; depends on 
yourfelves. We are charged^ bejore Gody and the 
Lord Jeju$GhriJiy ivbo fi>all judge theS^uick and 
the Dead at his Appearing q^nd bis Kingdom:^ 
to preacb the Word j be injtatity in Seajonj' out 
of Seafin ; reprove^ rebuke^ exhort y with aU 
J^ng-fuffering and Do£lrine §. We do .ac-» 

* Pfal. cxxxi. 2. t I^fj*!' cxxii. 6. 

t Ver, 9, J a Tim; iv. 1,2. 

cordingly. 
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cxu-dingly, as Amhaffadors for Chfifi^ as though 
God did befeecb you by usypray you tn ChriJPl 
fieody Be ye reconciled to God* : and when wd 
have done fo, we have deli'Vered our Souls -f : 
but we beg you, think of your own* Th« 

V 

fewer will amend, the more Need there is, 
that we fhould add to the Number. Our doin^ 
it may be of fbme Benefit to others, we know 
not how great: but at leaft will be infinitely 
beneficial to ourfelves. We ihall be happy,: 
whatever They be: happy, even at prefentV. 
though lefs, than if all were fo. Probably^ 
indeed, when Times of Trouble come, we 
fhall ^ fufier with them : but polfibly not, or 
however not fomuch as we apprehend : Fof 
the Lord knoweth bonv to deliver the Godly out of 
temptation %. Or if he determine otherwife, 
he will enable us to bear it § : and fuffering 
now according to bis Will J|, is a Title to more 
Enjoyment iti a better Life. This World is 
not our main Concern. They, who take it 
for their Portion^ will be every one anxibiifly 
providing for his own feparate Advantage in 
it} and confequently every one injurious to hia 



* 2 Cor. V. 20. t Ezek. xxxiii. p. 

% 2 Pet. ii. p. § I Cor. x. 13. 

II I Pet. iv. 19. 
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Neighbours^ and uncafy in Himfelf : bilt let 
Felidty hereafter be the Point in View, and 
Tranquillity here will be the Refult. ^The 
Peace of God^ which paffeth all Underjianding^ 
Jhall keep our Hearts and Minds through Jefus 
Chriji *• Even if we fuiFer, not only in com- 
mon with others, but more than others; if we 
are defpjfed, hated, ill-treated, for what ought 
to procure us Honour and Friendihip, our 
Piety, Integrity, Regularity: ftill the Spirit 
within us will fupport us ; we jhall receive an 
hundredfold now in this TimCj with Per/ecu^ 
tions J and in the PForld to come^ eternal Life -f-. 
Say ye to the Righteous y that it Jhall be wellwitk 
Him :' for they Jhall eat the Fruit of their 
Doings. Woe unto the Wicked y it Jhall be iU 
with Him : for the Reward of his Hands Jhall 
be given him J. 

Doubtlefs good Peribns will be forly, as 
they have Caufe, for what the Public , mu4:. 
undergo, unlefs Reformation prevent it. But 
at the fame time they will acquieice, as they 
have Caufe, with intire Complacency, in the 
Juftice of Providence : and the more, as the 
fevercft Difpenfations of it are bringing for- 

* Phil', iv. 7. f Mark x. 30. 

% Ifai. iit 10, n. 

ward 
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ward continuaHf, though by unfewi W^y^ j! 

that hlef&d State of Things, ^mi on tibi^ r| 

Earth, of which, howcvw elle improbable lit I 

Itfelf, the Attributes of God afiRird us Hope^ 
and his Prophets, AiTurancc- Nay, thofe Na** 
tkms themfelveSf whom by his Puniihm^Eits 
^he makes miierable for bdng bad, may by 
that very Mifery be made good, and/th<^. 
happy • I will leave in tie mid/i of tbeey iaitib 
God to yerujakm^ an i0i^ed and poor Peopk^ 
knd "They Jball trujl in the Name of the Lord. 
^e Remnant of Ifraeljhall not do Iniquityj nor 
f^ak Lies. It follows, They Jhall feed andUif 
down J and none Jhall make them afraid *. 

Sudi a Cure, though efeded by fuch Dif* 
cipiine^ would be an unfpeakable Blefling.: But 
fiirely we are not rcfolvcd, that no other fhaH 
do. God is trying at prefent milder Methods i 
and the Language of his Proceedings is, Hmj9^ 
Jhall I give thee upj Epbraim ? Hmt Jhall Jdtl^ 
vier ibfey Ifraelf^^Mine Heart is turned within 
mey my Repentings are kindled together -f. But 
jftiil in the midft of his Mercies, his Threatniogs 
remain in full Force : :and we have a iic4emii 
Warning, that if when we bear the4Vhrds rfhis 
Curfe^ we blefs ourfelves^ and fay y we fhallbave 

f Zeph. iii. 12, 13. f HoC.^. 8» ' 

Peace ^ 
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F^acty though 'me walk in the Ima^huUion ^ 
eur Hearts ^-^ — the Lord will not fpare usy but 
bis Anger and his Jeaku^ Jhall finoke againfi 
us ; and all the Curjes^ that are written in bis. 
Book, Jhall lie upon us *. For a long time we 
&em^ to think, that we might fecurely trufty 
in our own Wealth and Strength, our own 
Policy and Bravery,, let us behave to our Maker 
as we would. He hath given usj through a 
Gourfe of Years, ample Convidtion of our 
Miftake, if any thing will convince us: mid 
he hath given us now Time to adl upon tha( 
Gonviftion. Let us therefore at length intitle 
ourfelves to truft in Him : turn our Minds tQ 
fear Gody honour the Kingy love the Brother-^ 
hood -f-, that is the Public : ceafe from our pro- 
fene Difcourfe, our unbelieving Prefumption, 
our uncharitable Contentions, our felfiih Pro- 
jefts, our diffolute Pleafurcs, our idle Amufe- 
mentS) our fafhionable Affeftations, our de- 
feudtive Expences : beg Pardon of our Guilty 
thnough Jefus Cbrift 5 and Affiftance of our 
Weaknefs, through the Spirit , of Grace : go- 
vern, our Lives by the Rules of the Golpcl; 
and bodi awe and cheer ourfelves by continual 
Thoughts of that Day, when God wU judge 

f Deut. nix. 19, 20. f i Pet. U. 17. * 
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